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Countdown to Christmas

Fri 2 6.30 pm
Sun 4

8.00 am

10.30 am

10.45 am

6.00 pm
6.30 pm

Mon 5 10.45am
11.30 am
7.30 pm
Wed 7 10.45am

Fri 9 6.30 pm

Sun 11
8.00 am
10.45am

1.30 pm

6.30 pm

Mon 12 2.00 pm
6.30 pm

Tues 13 10.00 am

Wed 14 10.45 am

Choir Practice

The Second Sunday of Advent

Holy Communion - Order 2

Sunday School - Parish Hall

Parish Communion - Order 1

The Crew Youth Group - Parish Hall
Evensong - followed by refreshments

Prayer Link Road: Littleton Lane and By-Pass
Neighbourhood Link: Judith Willacy

Holy Communion at Tarvin Court Nursing Home
Holy Communion at Oaklands Nursing Home
College of Law Carol Service

United Communion - followed by refreshments

Choir Practice

NB: Last date for contributions to JANUARY Parish
Magazine to David Bull (332234). Earlier if possible
please.

The Third Sunday of Advent

Holy Communion - Order 1

Family Toy Service - followed by refreshments
People are invited to bring wrapped Christmas gifts of
toys (labelled with the appropriate age and sex) to be
given to less fortunate children in the

Chester area.

Church Ramble leaves car park for Dinas Bran,
Llangollen.

Evensong

Prayer Link Road: Moor Lane

Neighbourhood Link: Gwen Knight

Advent Meditation in Church
First Meeting for Conyrmation candidates Lady Chapel

Tuesday Ramble Group - Christleton

Holy Communion - followed by refreshments



Sun 18
8.00 am
10.30 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm

Mon 19 2.00 pm

7.00 pm

Wed 21 10.45am
CHRISTMAS EVE

Sat 24 7.00 pm

11.30 pm

CHRISTMAS DAY

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Holy Communion - Order 1

Sunday School - Parish Hall

Parish Communion

FESTIVAL OF CAROLS AND CEREMONY OF LIGHT
Prayer Link: Pepper Street

Neighbourhood Link: Pat Hodges

Primary School Carol Service
Primary School Carol Service

Holy Communion - followed by refreshments

Carols round the Tree

Followed by mince pies and mulled wine in the Parish
Hall

Midnight Communion - Order 1

Sun 25 8.00am Holy Communion - Order 2
10.45 am Christmas Family Service
11.45 am Holy Communion - Order 1
Prayer Link Road: Plough Lane
Neighbourhood Link: Jocelyn Platel and Janet Brown
Mon 26 9.00am Holy Communion for St Stephen
Tues 27 9.00am Holy Communion for St John
Wed 28 10.45am Holy Communion for Holy Innocents
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CHRISTHUAS GREETINGS
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4 ur thanks to Phil Hodges for
= Ohis pen and ink drawing for

this years Christmas Card
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The Rectoris Letter

Dear Friends
Skellig Michael

This summer Fiona and | enjoyed a holiday in Ireland exploring Cork and
Kerry. One day we took a boat from Portmagee at the end of the Kerry
Peninsula. It was a small but powerful boat, and we travelled for 45
minutes out into the Atlantic on a, thankfully, calm day. We came to two
rocky outcrops sticking up out of the sea. The first was Little Skellig, which
is home to 20,000 pairs of Gannets. We were escorted by convoys of
these impressive white birds with a six foot wing span which dive vertically
into the sea from great heights to catch fish. But our destination was
Skellig Michael, the larger island outcrop, reaching 700 feet up into the
sky. Its two peaks give the appearance of wings, hence the name from the
Archangel Michael. We landed, precariously, by jumping onto what does
for a jetty. Then we climbed 500 steps cut into the steep rock face to the
top. There we had to bow to go through a low archway, and emerged into
a icloisteri of monastic bee hive cells, dating back to the sixth century.
It was an incredible and humbling experience. Here a small community
of monks had built these cells, a small chapel and storage buildings, and
hued out two cisterns to catch rain water. Incredibly there were three sets
of steps coming up from the sea at different points so one would always
be in shelter from the wind and the waves. Here the monks chose to live
in harmony with God and his world at the mercy of the elements and cut
off for months at a time, surviving on the bounty of earth and sea and sky
T praying down the Christian centuries.

The word fangeli means imessengeri. It was the Angel Gabriel who gave
the message to Mary that she was to be the mother of Jesus. Perhaps
Skellig Michael can give us a message as we prepare for Christmas. A
volunteer conservationist on the top of Skellig Michael explained the lay
out and history of the monastic community to the group of us who made
it to the top. As we looked round there was one man who had landed
with his friends from a private yacht, and was obviously iwell-blessedi in
this worldis wealth. He said to his friend what an incredible place it was,
but he could not be doing with these monks who were obviously such
misguided inuttersi. iHow sadi, | thought. Here you are with so much,
yet no concept, no inkling, no beginning of appreciation of the spiritual
reality which pervades that place. And in our secular society the majority
will approach Christmas in the same way. It will be something there to
enjoy as they indulge themselves, but the Christmas story will be, at
best, a fairy tale to amuse the children. They will remain oblivious to
the spiritual reality of God pervading our world, which alone gives it the
meaning and purpose which endure. Perhaps we have to go to remote
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areas like Skellig Michael now to escape the layers of secular materialism
which have suffocated not only Christmas, but all our society. Certainly
Advent is a time when we are called, like Mary, to hear Godis message
and prepare for his coming.

The sanctity of life depends on Christmas. If we leave God out of life
do not be surprised if life becomes cheap and dispensable. As we are
confronted by disasters like the earthquake in Pakistan, and the horrors
of Iraq, what hope is there for our world? There are 20 million slaves in
our world today, from the sex slaves in Asia and trafficked from Eastern
Europe, to the child soldiers of Africa. At home cases of child abuse are
prolific and horrific, and increasingly there is ignorance of any sense of
morality. The challenge isimmense and it is the challenge of Advent. The
Gospel imperative to wake up before it is too late rings in our ears, and
John the Baptist cries from the wilderness to make straight the way of the
Lord. More than ever we need to hear the wake-up call of Advent, if the
wonder of the Good News of Christmas is to be heard in our world.

iO hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing.0 A very
happy Christmas to you all!

Yours sincerely

Tofern ke
e

Prayer of the Month: from iAdvent Readings From lonat

Christ of the cosmos, living word,
Come to heal and save.

Come from the depths of eternity,
unfolding the purposes of God.
Come from the dawn of time,
shaping the universe:

divine expression,

mystery made known.

In your quiet hidden way,

come to heal and save.

Incognito, in our streets,

beneath the concrete, between the cracks,
in ageing memories, in childhood wonder,
in secret ponds, in broken hearts,

in Bethlehem stable, still small voice,
Word of God, among us. Amen.
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Installation of Rector as Honorary Canon
of Chester Cathedral

On All Saints Day Tuesday 1st
November, Rector Peter Lee
was installed as Honorary Canon
of Chester Cathedral, in a very
impressive and joyful ceremony,
held during a Festival Eucharist,
presided over by The Bishop of
Birkenhead, with a sermon by
The Bishop of Stockport. A large
congregation, including many family
and friends watched the procession,
of Clergy, Choir, College of Canons,
and Bishops enter the Quire. The
service was sung by the Cathedral
Choristers and the Cathedral
Girls Choir, conducted by Philip
Rushforth. The musical setting for
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the Eucharist was from the Misa O
Quam Gloriosum, T L De Victoria.
The hymns were sung with great joy
and included, For all the saints who
from their labours rest, Let Saints on
earth in concert sing, Lightis abode,
celestial Salem, and Ye watchers
and ye holy ones. The collation and
installation of Revd. K.Peter Lee of
St. JamesiChristleton, and Revd.
William Francis Martin Collins of
Norbury, as Honorary Canons of
the Cathedral, was conducted by
the Dean, the very Revd. Gordon
McPhate. He presented the
candidates with mandates issued
by The Lord Bishop of Chester, and

Christleton Parish Magazine



then installed the two ministers in
turn into their seats in the Quire.
The installation was followed by the
Eucharist, and ended with a colourful
procession led by the Choir. There
followed the Verger, Diocesan
Registrar, The Lay Canons, The
Canons Ecumenical, The Honorary
Canons, The Archdeacons, The
Members of the Chapter, The
Dean, The Assistant Bishops, The
Bishops Suffragan, and the Bishop
of Chester. The photograph of
the Bishop of Chester Dr. Peter
Forster and the two Honorary
Canons was taken after the service
in front of the beautiful main Altar.

David Cummings

MOTHERS UNION

Many thanks to our Leader,
Margaret Renner, who organised
a very successful Coffee Morning
at her home on 27 October, when
A220 was raised for Mothers Union
funds.

On Monday 12 December, we will
be meeting in Church for our Quiet
Hour and then going over to the
Parish Hall for Tea and Mince Pies.
Everyone is welcome to join us.

Janet Brown
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Dear Fellow Sidespersons

CHRISTMAS FAIR 2005
This year the Christmas Fair
will be held on Saturday 26
November 10 T 12.30 pm.

Gillian and | have been asked to
man the Tombola Stall. As we
are relatively new Sidespersons
we have learnt that the Tombola
Stall is always organised and
supported by the Sidespersons.

Obviously by the very nature of
a Tombola Stall, we shall require
prizes for those people lucky enough
to draw out a winning number. If you
feel that you would like to contribute
by donating a prize, that would be
most welcome and appreciated.

Prizes can be left at the Parish
Hall between 2.00 pm T 4.00 pm
or 7.0 pm T 8.0 pm on Friday 25
November. Alternatively, if you
ring Gillian (329346) or myself
(336659), we will arrange to collect.

Edward Elliott
Cherry Trees
Plough Lane

www.christleton.org.uk

THANK YOU
I would like to thank everyone who
sent best wishes and cards to me
on my recent birthday. They were
very much appreciated.

Alf Croston
5



CATHEDRAL LINK

Saintsi Windows in the Cloisters

St Hugh of Lincoln. Son of William,
Lord of Avalon, was born in 1135 in
Burgundy, France. His mother Anna
died when he was eight, and he was
raised and educated at a convent
at Villard-Benoit. He became a
monk at 15 and a Deacon at 19.
In 1175 he became abbot of the
yrst English Carthusian monastery,
which was built by King Henry Il as
part of his penance for the murder
of Thomas Becket. He was made
Bishop of Lincoln in 1181. He rebuilt
Lincoln Cathedral, destroyed by
earthquake in 1185. He denounced
the mass persecution of Jews in
England in 1190-91 repeatedly
facing down armed mobs, making
them release their victims. He was
stricken with an unnamed ailment
and died on 16 November 1200.
He is buried in Lincoln Cathedral.

Hughis primary emblem is a white
swan, in reference to the story of the
Swan of Stowe which had a deep
and lasting friendship for the saint,
even guarding him while he slept.

Patronage T sick children, sick

people, swans.

Saints Day : 17 November
Help Needed

Do you have typing skills and
6

would you be willing to help on a
voluntary, occasional basis with
an exciting new project? Help
would be needed over an extended
period for an hour or two at a time
and would involve working with the
person engaged on the project.

Contact Janet Walker on
01928.733326

The 2006 Cathedral Lecture and
Workshops

Unity and Diversity in the Church
of the Apostles

Loveday Alexander, Hon Canon
Theologian

Friday 20 January at 7.30 pm in
the Cathedral

Admission Free

Workshops on Saturday 21
January in the Cloister Room
Pre-booking essential.
Contact Val Fisher at Retreat
House on 01244.321801

Whereis the Dean? Heis never
here! We never see him! What
does he spend his time doing?

| hear these comments, and | do
understand them. When 1 first
came to Chester three years ago,
I naively thought | would simply
be Vicar of a big city church, with

plenty of time to be involved in
Christleton Parish Magazine



worship and pastoral care. But |
soon discovered that being Dean
of a major English Cathedral carries
expectations far beyond what | had
imagined! Nothing is commoner
than for me to receive a letter from
another Dean concluding with
the statement : fidictated by the
Dean, and signed in his absence!

So | am hidden for many reasons.
The Dean of an English Cathedral
is expected to contribute to the
institutions and fabric of English
society, which involves making links
beyond the Cathedral walls T in the
Diocese, in the City and County,
with the Armed Forces, and (in my
own case) with Education, Medicine,
and the Roman Catholic Church.

So what does this Dean do?
Amongst other activities within the
Cathedral T Chapter and Canons}
Meetings, Fundraising, Staff Events,
General Synod, Deans Meetings,
Church Courses, Governor of
Kingsi School and University of
Chester, Teaching at Liverpool
University, Northern Ordination
Course teaching, University of
Chester teaching. Within Health
and Medicine T General Medical
Council, Hospice Support work,
and wider links with City/Chester
Councils, and events - Society of
Ordained Scientists, Benedictine
Monastery Links, Anglican Centre
Rome, and Cheshire Regiment!!!

December, 2005
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Mr Bill
Morley who will be 97
on 5 December and to
Mary, his wife, who will
be 88 in January. A real
iDerby and Joano couple.

Ll e

RETAIL THERAPY
EVENING

hank you to everyone who

I contributed to the evening by
either helping or supporting

us on the night and, despite being
let down by 2 contributors at the
very last minute, (the famous store
seconds and the candles), you will
be pleased to hear that the ynal
ygure of A304 was raised and will go
towards the Christmas Fair Charities.

Janet Milton

| L

A lot of money is tainted - It
taint yours and it taint mine.

A boiled egg in the
morning is hard to beat.

A midget fortune-teller
who escapes from prison

is a small medium at large.

l [
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2005 COMMUNITY
PRIDE COMPETITION

COMPETING UNIT
CHRISTLETON

Judgesi Comments:

e were most impressed by
Wthe very high standards
that the community of

Christleton has achieved. Our yrst
impression, as we walked into the
centre and saw the village green,
was one of perfection! Everything
that can be seen, in doing a 360
turn from this point, underlines
this T the church, pump, village
room and all other buildings very
well maintained and all hanging
baskets well tended and watered.

This evidence of care and pride
extended to the local shops as
well T clean, tidy and up-to-date
local events advertised in the
windows. All notice boards well
maintained and, on one of our visits,
this included a large banner in the
centre of the village advertising
the forthcoming village fete.

We then moved on to the pond and
surrounding area T again perfection!
Whenever we came here there
were always people sitting and
enjoying the view. There is plenty
of seating provided in this area and
we noticed that there is also seating

provided at many points around
8

the village T all well maintained.

Whenever we visited Christleton
there was never any litter to be
found and the village assistant
responsible for litter picking is to be
congratulated for such diligence.

We have taken into account
your comments concerning the
scout hut and surrounding area
but it would benefit from some
maintenance and tidying up as
there appears to be a playgroup
meeting there during the week.

We enjoyed our visits and you
should be justly proud of such a
lovely village. Well done Christleton.

Christleton came second
this year in our category of
1,001 T 2,500 population with
Bunbury the overall winner.

Janet Brown

WELL DONE

Christleton came runners up in the
2005 Community Pride (best kept
village) competition. Included in
the marking was 20 out of 20 for
the churchyard which has been
maintained by Paul Gresty and son
of Guilden Sutton, telephone 01244
300336. Thanks to Paul and his
team for doing such a good job..

David Mercer

Christleton Parish Magazine



CONFIRMATION 2006

he Bishop of Chester will be

I coming to St James to Conyrm
candidates on Sunday 21

May 2006 at 10.45 am. There will
be a yrst (get-togetheri for Gjuniorb
candidates (12+ at Conyrmation)
on Monday 12 December at 6.30
pm in the Lady Chapel when all will
be welcome. If anyone is interested
but cannot manage that time please
contact the Rector (335663).

DEC 6TH
ST NICHOLAS) DAY

Father Christmas is as old as Europe.
Once he was Woden, lashing his
rein-deer through the darkness
of northern midwinter. Then he
encountered the Church, and She
transformed him into a saint, the
much-loved Nicholas, Bishop of
Myra (in south-west Turkey) in the
fourth century. St Nicholas became
the patron saint of children, and
was given 6 December as his day.
Since the 6th century St Nicholas has
beenvenerated in both East and West,
though virtually nothing is known of
his life. Some believe he may have
been one of the fathers at the Council
of Nicea (325), imprisoned during the
Emperor Diocletianis persecution.
According to legend, Nicholas was
an extremely generous man. He
revived three schoolboys murdered
by an innkeeper in a tub of pickles.
He rescued three young women
from prostitution by giving their
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poverty-stricken father three bags
of gold. (Hence the use of three gold
balls as the pawnbrokeris signs.)
Over the centuries many, including
children, sailors, unmarried girls,
pawnbrokers and moneylenders
have claimed him as their patron.
Perhaps it was on account of S
Nicholasi generosity that in recent
centuries children began to write little
notes sometime before 6 December,
to tell him about the toys they
specially wanted. These notes were
then left on the windowsill at night
- or else on a ledge in the chimney.
But St Nicholas Day chanced to lie
in the magnetic yeld of a much more
potent festival.... and after awhile
his activities were moved towards
Christmas. Then in Bavaria the
children still left their notes on the
window sill, but they addressed them
to Liebes Christkind - Krishkinkle
as they knew him - and the saintis
part in the matter was simply
to deliver the letters in heaven.

The most popular result of the
cult of St Nicholas has been the
institution of Santa Claus. He is
based on Nicholasi patronage of
children and the custom in the Low
Countries of giving presents on his
feast. Santa Claus has reached his
zenith in America, where the Dutch
Protestants of New Amsterdam (New
York) united to it Nordic folklore
legends of a magician who both
punished naughty children and
rewarded good ones with presents.
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The John Sellers Charity School

ast month | reported on the
Lobituary of Canon Lionel

Garnett, and published a
detailed map of the old charity
school in St Jamesi churchyard
in the magazine. By an amazing
co- incidence, | came across a
document which describes the
meeting to raise the finance for
that school building!. This is printed
below with acknowledgement to
the Cheshire County Record Ofyce,
and is from the Rev. Canon A.A.
Guest Williams, Family Archive.
The letter is signed by the Rector
Thomas Mostyn, Robert Townsend
Recorder of Chester, who lived
in Christleton Old Hall, his son
in law Thomas Ince, who built
Christleton Hall (now the Law

10

College), and J W Hignett of Rowton.

The Trustees appointed by Mr. John
Sellers Charity Deed dated the 23r
of December 1779, intend to meetin
the vestry in Christleton Church on
Sunday 24th June immediately after
divine service, to nominate and yx
upon poor children belonging to or
inhabiting in Christleton or Littleton,
to be instructed in reading English,
Writing, Arithmetic, Spinning,
Sewing, Knitting or other manual
work, and also to appoint a proper
person or persons to instruct the
said Children, and to yx upon an
allowance which is to be made
for that purpose and to carry the
charity deed into Execution. The
surviving Trustees appointed by the

Christleton Parish Magazine



said Mr. John Sellers , the Right
Honorable Earl Grosvenor, the
Reverend Thomas Mostyn, Rector
of Christleton, John Clegg, James
Croxton & Thomas Ince Esquires
and Gerard Townsend, John
Hignett & John Cheers Gentlemen,
and all other persons who now
have or hereafter many have an
estate of Freehold in Possession
in Christleton or Littleton of the
yearly value of twenty pounds
or upward, above Reprises and
all such other Persons as shall
contribute the sum of yve guineas
or upwards towards the Building
of a School & School House upon
that Part of the Charity Lands
which adjoins to the church yard
in Christleton are also appointed
Trustees of the said Charity, and
all said Trustees whether Male
of Female are empowered to
vote in person by their proxies(to
be appointed in writing) at all
Vestry Meetings relating to the said
Charities- It is apprehended that
the Rents of the Charity Lands will
be sufycient to pay for the yearly
schooling of about ten poor children.
Dated the 10th day of June 1787
Signed by Thomas Mostyn,
Rector of Christleton.
Robert Townsend, Thomas
Ince and John Hignett.

David Cummings
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& WILDLIFE CHARITY

CARDS

avid Cummings has produced
D a limited number of Christmas

cards showing St James)
Church in the snow, to raise money
for the three Christmas Charities,
CATH (Homeless in Chester),
The Church Urban Fund and the
Mango Tree Trust. The packs are
on sale priced A2 for 5 of the same

design. They can be obtained from
Church or from David on 332410.

He has also produced and donated
400packs of unique wildlife letter
cards to be used to raise funds
for The Hospice of the Good
Shepherd in Chester and Hope
House Childrenis Hospices in North
Wales and Shropshire. These
cards in mixed packs of yve can be
purchased from him on 332410 or
the Hospices, priced A2.00 per pack.
The packs include photographs of
a kingfisher, swallowtail butterfly,
banded aragon damselpy, Christleton
Swans doing their mating dance etc.
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Christleton
Parish Hall

available for Meetings, Parties, Functions etc, occa-
sional or regular use.

The Hall has wheelchair access

and specially adapted facilities.

T 0
David Mercer 336155

QiUibiiigugouiboibbguibuiougibbbittooo
(I

RAY WATTS PETER GRIME

Qualiped Electrician Established
Semi Retired
19 years

SPECIALIST IN TIMBER FENCNG
AND GATES ALANDSCAPING
DRAINAGE PROBLEMS A STONE
WALLS A LAYING OF FLAGS
ABUILDING OF HA-HA WALLS
i PREPARING & LAYING OF DRIVES

L GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Showers EXCELLENT WORKMAN-

Domestic Repairs SHIP

Security Lighting All the above at Reason-
Extra and Replacement able Rates

Liahtin Telephone 01244 336661

ghting COTTON HALL FARM, COT-

FOR FREE ESTIMATE TON EDMUNDS, CHESTER
Telephone 335829
12
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25th Anniversary of Mr. Les Georgeis Retirement

hristleton High School Former
1 Staff Association held a special

Dinner on October 16th at the
Cheshire View, to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of the retirement of the
yrst Headteacher of the school, Mr
Les George. A large gathering of
former and present members of
staff, were there to pay tribute to a
yne teacher and a wonderful Head.
Wherever you travel in the country or
even in the world, mention the village
of Christleton, and you will be asked
fiDo you know Les George?0 He is
respected everywhere, by former
pupils and fellow educationalists as
being an inspirational leader, one who
set such very high standards, but with
a great compassion for his students.
His school, Christleton School was
one big family, with incredible team
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spirit, where everyone felt important,
and was encouraged to achieve
the highest possible standards
whether in the academic, sporting,
or dramatic yelds. There was always
a great deal of laughter, and from
within this special school atmosphere
he and his staff team had created,
lifelong friendships were made.
Among the guests were three of the
founder members of staff from 1958,
Les George, Philip Hodges and
Beryl Grifyn (Randles). * Pictured
above. After an excellent meal,
short and amusing speeches were
made by John Davies Secretary of
the Association and Phil Hodges,
before the members spent the rest
of the evening, remembering the
happy times spent at the school.

David Cummings
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