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Remember in November

Tues 1   5.30 pm Installation of Rector as Canon of Chester Cathedral
Wed 2 10.45 am  United Communion - followed by refreshments
   7.00 pm Retail Therapy Night - Parish Hall
Fri 4 6.30 pm Choir Practice
Sat 5 10.00 am Diocesan Synod - Bishopôs High

Sun 6  The Third Sunday before Advent
    8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 2
  10.30 am Sunday School - Parish Hall
  10.45 am Parish Communion 
  6.00 pm ñThe Crewò Youth Group - Parish Hall
   6.30 pm ALL SOULS SERVICE.  An opportunity to commemorate those whom we love but see no   

  longer ï followed by refreshments
   Prayer Link Road: Haslin Crescent Neighbourhood Link: Ann Smith

Mon  7 7.45 pm Pastoral and Outreach Committee - Plough Lane
Wed 9 10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
  6.30 pm Rehearsal for Remembrance Service
Thur 10 2.30 pm PCC Standing Committee - Rectory
  7.45 pm Faith & Worship Committee - Plough Lane
Fri 11 6.30 pm Choir Practice
   NB: Last date for contribution to DECEMBER Parish Magazine to David Bull (332234).  
   Earlier if possible please.
Sat 12 10.00 am Charity Christmas Cards - Methodist Church

Sun   13  The Second Sunday before Advent - Remembrance 
    8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 1
  10.45 am Remembrance Sunday Service including 2 minutes silence and wreath laying ceremony.
    1.30 pm Church Ramble Group leave car park for Barrow
    6.00 pm The ñCrewò  Youth Group - Parish Hall
    6.30 pm Evensong & Offertory of Childrenôs Society Boxes
   Preacher: Mrs Aelison Wilson
   Prayer Link Road: Hawthorn Road   Neighbourhood Link: Jayne Roscoe
Mon 14 2.00 pm Mothersô Union - Parish Hall
  7.45 pm Stewardship Committee - Lady Chapel
Wed 16 10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments 
  7.45 pm Bereavement Support Group - Tarvin Road
Thur 17   2.30 pm Churches Together Committee Meeting - Lady Chapel
Fri 18   6.30 pm Choir Practice
Sat 19   7.00 pm David Cummings Talk in aid of Christmas Fair Charities Parish Hall

Sun 20  SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT
   8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 1
  10.30 am Sunday School - Parish Hall
  10.45 am Parish Communion - Order 1
    6.00 pm ñThe Crewò Youth Group - Parish Hall
    6.30 pm Evensong:  Robert Bisset will talk about the work of
   Chester Aid to the Homeless
   Prayer Link Road : Home Close Neighbourhood Link : Gertrude Wright
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Tues 22   9.00 am Ramble Group leaves church car park for Llangollen
Wed 23 10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
Fri 25 2.00 ï 4.00 pm
   Parish Hall open for preparation for Christmas Fair
    6.30 pm Choir Practice
Sat  26 10.00 am ï 1.00 pm
   CHRISTMAS FAIR (see poster) - Parish Hall
 
Sun 27  ADVENT SUNDAY
  8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 1
  10.30 am Sunday School - Parish Hall
  10.45 am Matins - followed by refreshments
    6.00 pm ñThe Crewò Youth Group - Parish Hall
    6.30 pm Evening Communion with offertory of CMS boxes
Mon 28 7.45 pm Deanery Synod - St Thomas
Wed 30 10.45 am Holy Communion for St Andrew
    7.45 pm PCC Meeting - Parish Hall

Front Cover: The standard bearer carrying the Legion banner into
St. James' for the Remembrance Service in 1987 



Dear Friends

Motive and Opportunity

It wil l be a great privilege for me to be Installed as an Honorary Canon of Chester Cathedral.  I f ind it 
something diff icult to express, but it wil l emphasise my sense of belonging to the Church.  The fact that 
it is to take place on All Saintsô Day reminds me that all of us, as Christians, belong to the Communion 
of Saints ï we are one with all those who have gone before us in the l ight and faith of Jesus Christ.  This 
sense of belonging and identity is widened further as the next day is All Soulsô Day as we include all those 
who have died in faith.  Inevitably I shall remember my Father, Canon Gordon Robinson and all the other 
former Canons of Chester Cathedral whom I knew, and who supported and guided me in my ministry.  It wil l 
be an occasion when I shall be particularly aware of those words from the Letter to the Hebrews:-  ñSince 
we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.ò  What a privilege it is to be a Christian and become part of 
the great family of the Church throughout history and across the world ï and what a responsibil i ty!

As if that were not enough motive the following week is remembrance Sunday.  As we remember, we do so 
in two ways.  We remember with thanks the great sacrif ice and heroism of those who gave their l ives for 
our freedom.  But we also remember the sin and evil of the world which brings wars, violence, hatred and 
oppression.  Part of remembrance is to ensure we learn the lessons from the past and play our part today 
to stand against evil and relieve suffering to work for the future.

So our motive is clear and compelling.  As Christians we have the example of óthat great cloud of witnessesô 
whose lives shone with the l ight of Christ in the darkness of the world.  We have the mission entrusted to 
us by Jesus Christ to take up our cross and work for the building of Godôs Kingdom of righteousness and 
peace on earth as in Heaven.  We also have the memory of what can happen when evil selfishness and 
hatred are allowed to take hold, and the sacrif ice and heroism it takes to turn the tide.

I write against the background of the terrible earthquake in Pakistan and the surrounding areas, which 
follows the devastation of the hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico.  At the same time multitudes face starvation 
in Africa, and Iraq continues as an open wound on the conscience of the world.  So the challenge is all 
around us, and it is immense.  Sometimes we feel helpless against the chasm of need in the world.  But we 
can play our part, and we can make a start.  Already we can be encouraged by the response to the Asian 
earthquake, and as we see India and Pakistan put ancient hatreds to one side, if only temporarily.  We 
also see the heartening humanitarian response of so many who have helped by going out with search and 
rescue and medical teams to help, as well as the much needed giving of money and equipment.  Through 
November we have our own opportunities to respond to the challenges before us as a Parish.  We have the 
offertory of our Childrensô Society boxes, to help reach so many young people in danger and distress in 
our cit ies and society.  Then the proceeds of our Christmas Fair on 25 November wil l go internationally to 
the Mango Tree Trust, to help Aids orphans in Africa: nationally to the Church Urban Fund supporting youth 
and community projects throughout Britain: and locally to Chester Aid to the Homeless to help provide a 
training kitchen to support their clients.  (see details elsewhere in the Magazine.)  ñBetter to l ight a candle 
than curse the dark.ò  Let us become more deeply aware of our motivation as Christians to respond to the 
opportunities we are given to be true to our call ing as Kingdom builders.

Yours sincerely

Prayer of the Month:

O God, you have measured us against this hour and the challenge is in simple, basic things which govern 
the way we think and live and pray.  The needs are so vast and we are so weak that we despair of being 
effective servants.  So we thank you for the knowledge that the work is Christôs and that we are members 
of his great body.  Help us to be at one with the Lord of creation in the work of recreation.  Help us to begin 
to join in your work.  Help us to begin here.  Help us to begin now; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THE RECTORõS LETTER



PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES
CHRISTLETON

SUNDAYS   8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
 10.45 a.m Parish Communion  ............ 1st & 3rd Sundays
  Family Service  ................... 2nd Sunday
  Mattins  ............................... 4th & 5th Sundays
   6.30 p.m Evensong  ........................... 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
Sundays
  Evening Communion  .......... 4th Sunday
  Songs of Praise  .................. 5th Sunday
WEDNESDAYS 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion
SAINTS   9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

WHOӚS WHO & WHATӚS WHAT
Rector:  The RevӚd Canon K. Peter Lee, M.A.
 The Rectory, Birch Heath Lane, Christleton  ..... 335663

Wardens: David Mercer, 13 Bridge Drive  .......................... 336155
 Lois Dickinson 
 8 Old Mill Court, Mill Lane Upton ....................... 378320
Reader Emeritus John Roberts, Cerisy, Birch Heath Lane ........... 332207
Verger David Ellis   ............................................336879 
Sacristan: Betty Dunning  ............................................335652

Sunday School:  Berenice Hoggééééééé. ......................... 336779
MotherӚs Union Branch Leader  Margaret Renner ...  ..........................................332005
Organist & Musical Director: Steve Roberts   ............................................815277
P. C. C. Secretary:  Margaret Croston   ............................................335955
Treasurer: Cec Rydings   ............................................336483
Stewardship Envelope: Betty Dunning  ............................................335652
Gift Aid Secretary Martin Wheeler  ............................................336644 
Bellringers Ian Braithwaite   ............................................300565
Bellringer Vice Captains Michael Phillips  ............................................01829 771357
 Ian Crossan  ............................................  332280
Parish Hall Booking David Mercer  ............................................336155
C. M. S. Secretary Janet Brown  ............................................335785
ChildrenӚs Society Sec. Lesley Morgan  ............................................335088 
Visiting Group:  Gill Hibbert.  ............................................336544
Library Margaret Bass  ............................................335517
Church Flowers Olive Hammond  ............................................336562
Magazine Editor David Bull  ............................................332234
Magazine Compiler Richard Nicholson  ............................................336004
Magazine Distributor Margaret Dromgoole ..........................................341406 
Neighbourhood Link Co-Ordinator Janet Bowden  ............................................335705 
Parish Resource Person for
Child Protection Susan Alexander  ............................................335077

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & APPOINTMENTS
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE RECTOR 335663



Collecting Stamps for the Leprosy 
Mission

T
his year the Leprosy Mission has raised 
the wonderful sum of  Ã53,300-22 from the 
sales of donated used postage stamps and 
collectables. The organisers Phil and Eileen 

Jarman thank everyone who has helped make this 
possible, and help them celebrate 21years of collecting.
ñWork amongst those affected by leprosy can, at times, 
be difýcult and distressing. However there are also 
great times of celebration- a person being cured of their 
illness; a hand previously of little use, now þexible again 
following surgery and physiotherapy; a school exam 
passed, when previously no lessons had been available; 
employment or their own business when previously there 
had been no physical or ýnancial means of providing for 
a family. The above result will have helped The Leprosy 
Mission to provide some of these times of celebrationñ. 
Members of St Jamesô  have the opportunity to help this 
excellent cause by donating used postage stamps to the 
Leprosy Mission. These can be left for collection in a box 
at the back of church near the Childrenôs area. Further 
details of the project can be obtained from Mrs Vera Wood.

PILGRIM DAYS

For some years now, several of us from St 
James have helped out with Pilgrim Days at 
the Cathedral.  Each autumn, children come in 

from various schools in the Diocese and enjoy a day 
of workshops.  Once again we welcomed around 900 
children who took part in stained glass, calligraphy, 
tapestry, hand bell ringing, drama, choir, clay tiles, 
mosaics, poetry, sign language, and this year ï and 
innovation ï heraldry.  This prompted the Rev. Peris 
Williams, who concluded one dayôs worship, to produce 
Chester Football Clubôs banner!  We all know what a 
fan he is, and he just couldnôt resist this opportunity.

The children enjoy dressing up as little Benedictine 
monks in order to learn something of the monastic 
tradition and also take part in a role-play of 
pilgrimage.  Judy Davies, the Education Officer 
at the Cathedral is always looking for volunteers 
ï the more there are - the more the load is spread 
ï so perhaps next year you might feel like joining in?

Margaret Croston

ANNUAL OFFERTORY SERVICE 13TH 
NOVEMBER AT 6.30 PM

We are  de l igh ted  to  we lcome back  to  S t 
James  Mrs  Ae l i son  W i l son  as  ou r  gues t 
speaker at this years annual offertory service.

ó C h a n g i n g  t i m e s ,  c h a n g i n g  n e e d s ô

Ever since Edward Rudolph founded the Church of 
England Central Home for Waifs and Strays in 1881 
the Childrenôs Society has constantly evolved to meet 
changes in society and in childrenôs need for support.  
From pioneering residential homes and placing 
children for adoption, to itôs current focus on the most 
over looked children through direct work and national 
campaigns, each has been motivated by listening to 
childrenôs needs.  I do hope you will be able to take this 
opportunity to meet Aelison and hear more about the 
current work that the Childrenôs Society undertakes.

Please could all you kind Box Holders make sure 
that your Box has been returned to church by the 
above date in order that it may be offered at the altar.

Many thanks ï Lesley Morgan

AN INTERESTING HISTORICAL 
NOTE

Di d  C h u r c h e s  T o g e t h e r  i n 
C h r i s t l e t o n  e x i s t  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ó s ?
The following extract is taken from the Parish 

Magazine for May 1921. The Rector is writing about the 
annual meeting of the PCC, and in his minutes writes,
ñWe must report some of its decisions later but much 
of the opening session was used in discussing different 
matters of general interest. It was agreed to arrange 
combined Open-Air Services with the Weslyans 
and Presbyterians as in other years, and to ask the 
Church people to help the Central Church Fundñ.

David Cummings

CONGRATULATIONS

To  Mr  &  Mrs  Edward  and 
Mabel Kirk who celebrate their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
(60 years) on 22nd November.
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CHRISTLETON W.I. MONTHLY WHIST 
DRIVE

Meet in the Parish Hall on the last Wednes-
day of  the month at  2pm. Al l  welcome.

OPEN HOUSE GROUPS
The Monday Afternoon Group meet on the 4th 
Monday of the month at the home of Rena 
Grifýths, 24 Hawthorn Road, Christleton. Contact 
Margaret Bass (335517) for further information.

CHRISTLETON
METHODIST CHURCH

we meet for Informal Prayers and a Simple Lunch 
on the ýrst Thursday of each month at 12 noon. 
All welcome. There is no charge for the lunch but 
a donation to cover costs would be appreciated.

CHRISTLETON W.I.
M e e t s  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  We d n e s d a y  o f 
the month at 7.15 pm in the Parish Hall. 

CHESTER
FLOWER CLUB

Meetings are held in Christleton Parish Hall on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 1.30pm. 
Details of any events can be obtained from 
the Secretary, Mrs Edna El l is telephone
Chester 346497.

CHRISTLETON
LADIES GUILD

Held at the Christleton Methodist Church, 
commencing at 2pm, Tuesdays fortnightly, Ã1 
admission includes refreshments. For further 
information contact Joan Webb, 335518.

All very welcome.

CHRISTLETON
GARDENING CLUB

The next meeting will take place on 14th Novem-
ber with a talk by Mr Tony James on ñDaffodilsò.

CHRISTLETON
METHODISTS

Warmly invite you 

For Coffee & Home-Made Biscuits

On Saturday 12 November
10am ï 12noon

Charity Christmas Cards
Cake Stall : White Elephant : Rafþe
Proceeds to Fund for World Mission.

SFUBJM UIFSBQZ 
OJHIU

WEDNESDAY 2 NOVEMBER
AT 7.00 pm in THE PARISH HALL

Shoe-b-Do (Spanish shoes & handbags) - Costume Jew-
ellery - Ladies Lingerie & fashions - Candles - Cake Stall 

- A Chocolate & Wine Tombola  - Coffee & biscuits

Admission Ã2.50.
Tickets Christine Abrams (335562),

Gillian Brackenbury (329346), Janet Milton (335469).
All proýts will go to the Christmas Charities nominated by the PCC.

WINTER
CHARITY TALK

Saturday 19th November in the Parish Hall
7.00pm

Beautiful Britain.
by David Cummings

This illustrated talk will take you on a whistle stop tour of  
Cornwall & Devon, The Malverns, The Brecon Beacons and 
The Gower, Yorkshire & Derbyshire Dales, Northumberland & 
Northern Scotland. and demonstrate the countryside at its best.
Tickets Ã6 including light supper and a glass of wine/soft drink.
All  proceeds to St Jamesô Christmas Charit ies.
Please contact David or Beryl at church, or ring 332410 to 
conýrm places, and to enable us to arrange refreshments.



APPEAL LODGED

The Freemasons Hall [Chester] Ltd, Cheshire 
View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester 

applied for a variation of a new premises licence 
to allow them to consume alcohol and provide 
entertainments and music for 6 days out of 7 a 
week until 2 am.  This was granted at a Hearing 
on 16 August when many people are away on 
holiday and were, in any case unaware of the 
application, but some objections were lodged 
because of the possible noise, trafýc and nuisance 
in the small hours.  It is unclear as to whether 
all the objections were heard at the Hearing.
 
On the advice of our local Councillor, Brian 
Ba i ley,  an Appeal  has been lodged a t 
the 11th hour to the Magistrates Court .

CATHEDRAL LINK

Saintsô Windows in the Cloisters

St Luke ï Born to pagan Greek parents, and possibly a 
slave.  One of the earliest converts.  Physician, studying 
in Antioch and Tarsus.  Probably travelled as a shipôs 
doctor; many charitable societies of physicians are 
named after him.  Legend has it that he was also a painter 
who may have done portraits of Jesus and Mary, but 
none have ever been correctly or deýnitively attributed 
to him; this story, and the inspiration his Gospel has 
always given artists, led to his patronage of them.  He is 
also the saint of bachelors and doctors amongst others.

Saints Day 18 October

No Admission Charges on Sundays After 30 October!

There will be no admission charge to the Cathedral 
during the low season on Sundays starting from 6 
November until 26 March inclusive.  There will be no 
entry charge on any day during the whole of December.

Admission charges will resume again on 2 April 2006.

ST.JAMES CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS FAIR CHARITIES 2005

In a year of global disasters there are so many 
worthy causes to support. It is always a difýcult 
task to make choices. The charities chosen by the 

PCC this year are all small Christian charities without 
any national funding and dependent completely upon 
charitable giving. They all provide effective practical 
Christian care in the communities in which they work, 
often through volunteers. We have followed the usual 
pattern of a local, a national and an international choice.

Local
CATH ï The Church Association for the Homeless
This is a charity that we regularly support, but 
this is in answer to a special appeal to help 
es tab l i sh  a  k i tchen to  feed the  homeless

National 
The Church Urban Fund

The Fund has supported thousands of community 
projects over the years, many of which require on 
going funding. Funding is used widely to help alleviate 
critical family problems, illness, homelessness and 
to provide accommodation often within Church 
premises to act as centres for volunteers to 
provide help, support and practical assistance.

DIXONôS ALMSHOUSES
 

A vacancy exists for an upstairs flat at Dixonôs 
Almshouses.  Priority will be given according to the 

terms of the Trust.  These state that they should be 
for residents of the ecclesiastical Parish of Christleton 
(Christleton, Littleton, Rowton, Cotton Edmunds and 
Cotton Abbotts) who do not own any property.  If there 
are no applicants who fulýl these criteria priority will be 
given to applicants who come closest to meeting them.  
The present Trustees are the Order of St John Care Trust 
based in Lincolnshire, but there is a local committee.
 
For further details phone the Rector (01244 335663) 
or Mr Nigel Bromage (01244 336119).  Applications, 
indicating ways in which the applicant meets the 
terms of the Trust, should be sent to the Rector.
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THEME

The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe

Christleton Parish Hall
10.00 a.m. start

Entrance 50p
accompanied children free
Rafÿe Drawn at 12.15 p.m.

Opening by
Rose Queen Charlotte Seddon

Proceeds to The Mango Tree Trust
(International) 

Church Urban Fund (National)
Chester Aid to the Homeless ((Local)

Saturday 26 November 2005

ST.JAMES CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS FAIR 
CHARITIES 2005

In a year of  g lobal 
disasters there are so 
many worthy causes 

to support. It is always 
a difficult task to make 
choices. The charities 
chosen  by  the  PCC 
this year are all small 
Christian charities without 
any national funding and 
dependent completely 
upon charitable giving. 
They all provide effective 
practical Christian care in 
the communities in which 
they work, often through 
volunteers.  We have 
followed the usual pattern 
of a local, a national and 
an international choice.

Local
CATH ï The Church 
Association for the 

Homeless
This is a charity that we 
regularly support, but this 
is in answer to a special 
appeal to help establish a 
kitchen to feed the homeless

National 
The Church Urban 

Fund
The Fund has supported 
thousands of community 
projects over the years, 
many of which require on 
going funding. Funding is 
used widely to help alleviate 
critical family problems, 
illness, homelessness and 
to provide accommodation 
o f ten  w i th in  Church 
p r e m i s e s  t o  a c t  a s 
centres for volunteers 
to provide help, support 
and practical assistance.

CONCERT AT
ST. JAMES'

The recent concert at St. James' Church by Rhos 
Male Voice Choir in aid of Hope House was a great 
success inasmuch as it raised almost elen hundred 
pounds for that Children's Hospice. The grateful thanks 
of the Committee is extended to all who attented and 
assisted in raising  this magniýcent sum. Our particular 
thanks go to Rev. Peter Lee and the P.C.C. of St. 
James' for allowing us the facilities of the church.
Thank you again and may God Bless you for your kind help.

F. C. Davies
Chairman, Christleton Group Friends of Hope House

DOUBLE
SEPTEMBER

CELEBRATION

Congratulations to Peter 
and Joyce Davis of San-
drock Road. Their son 
Paul married Kate Davis 
at St James' on 10th Sep-
tember and on the 13th 
September they became 
grand parents for the ýrst 
time  when their daugh-
ter Sarah gave birth to 
Joshua.



International
The Mango Tree Trust

The Trust supports Tanzanian orphans who have 
lost one or both parents, predominately to AIDS. 
The focus is on long-term development through 
education and vocational training, again making use 
of volunteers to cut costs and maximise effectiveness.

In the September issue of the Parish magazine we 
explained that this year rather than hold a ñNew to 
you Saleò, we would like to place the fund raising 
efforts right in the middle of the parish community!

 The re  do  no t  seem to  be  many  w i l l i ng 
f u n d  r a i s i n g  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  o u t  t h e r e ! 

The Retail Therapy evening is still to come, but so far 
it is not a very rosy picture for the designated charities.
Events to date
The Barbecue after the Annual Corporate 
Communion raised Ã71.00.
Janet Milton and friends, a lunch party - Ã75.00 

If you want to help or have ideas, please ring  - 

ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN 
FRONT

An undergraduateôs recollections of a visit to the 
WW1 Battleýelds

I was ill prepared for what I was to see at the WW1 
battleýelds of Ypres, Arras and the Somme.  Yes, 
I knew some of the politics, which countries were 

primarily involved, I knew about some of the major 
battles. I knew a bit about life in the trenches, Iôd seen 
pictures in GCSE history books, Iôd read ñBirdsongò.  
But on actually visiting the Western Front, I realised that 
for all I thought I knew about WW1, I had certainly not 
really understood what a whole generation laid down

WW1 escalated rapidly from the assassination of the 
heir to the Habsburg throne, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, 
in Sarajevo.  As a result, Austria declared war on Serbia, 
to whose defence came Russia.  Germany, in an act of 

aggression borne out of a desire to prove her strength 
and superiority, declared war on Russia and France.  
Germany also invaded Belgium violating her neutrality, 
thus drawing Britain into the war on August 4th 1914.  
The Western Front, stretching from the Belgian coast on 
the English Channel right along the length of the Franco-
German border was to be the scene of unprecedented 
carnage and destruction until November 11th 1918.

ñ W h e r e  t h e  h e l l  a r e  w e ? ! ò
ñWell according to this map we are on a road that doesnôt exist 
é. But weôre not lost, Iôm sure we can retrace our steps éò

This is Belgium, just outside Ypres.  A vast grid of 
impossibly straight roads through extraordinarily þat 
ýelds of potatoes, maize, hops and sprouts.  You can 
see for miles, but you can see, well, nothing.  In addition 
to its world class beers and chocolates, Belgium boasts 
the best system of roads and signposts for anyone 
wishing to get completely and bewilderingly lost.

Eventually we ýnd the Hill 62 Museum and Sanctuary 
Wood.  The former is named by its height in metres 
above sea level (in this level-landed country, 62m 
represents a major strategic point).  The latter is named 
literally because this wood was used as a sanctuary 
by soldiers who had become separated from their 
company.  It was a safe place to meet and regroup 
ï until, of course, it was ripped apart by warfare.

The museum is tiny and packed with artefacts.  
Few things are labelled, but few things need much 
explanation.  There are bits of uniform, regimental 
badges, tin helmets, mud encrusted boots.  There are 
bits of ammunition, shells, mortars, bullets, guns.  The 
walls are covered, not an inch to spare, with photos 
taken in the Ypres salient during WW1, where some 
of the bloodiest and longest-sustained ýghting took 
place.  Many of these photos make grisly viewing, 
and there are some so horriýc that, guiltily, I shy away 
from them, only looking through the corner of my eye.

At a table in the centre of the room, there are a dozen or 
so Victorian-looking stereoscopic photo boxes.  You can 
sit at any one and look through the two round eyepieces 
at photos which have an alarming 3-D effect.  Here I 
am not permitted to sideways-glance at the photos, 
some deemed too horrendous to make it to the history 
books.  There is not the luxury of right or left, only head 
on confrontation.  I feel quite tense as the next slide is 
rolled manually into focus: perhaps it would be a bunch 
of smiling comrades, or perhaps a fallen soldier lying 
in mud and blood, half his head in some other corner 
of a Flanders ýeld.  I think, óWhat must it have been 
like to be confronted with this every day, uncertainty 
hanging like a heavy cloud, and mortality ï not air - 
ýlling your nostrils?ô  I can scarcely begin to imagine.

The rear of the tiny museum opens into Sanctuary Wood.  


