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Remember in November

Mon 1 10.30 am Holy Communion at Tarvin Court Nursing Home
  11.20 am Holy Communion at Oaklands Nursing Home

Tues 2  7.45 pm Pastoral & Outreach Committee - White Haven
    7.45 pm House Group - Moor Lane

Wed 3 10.45 am  United Communion
  
Thurs  4   8.00 pm Bible Study - White Haven

Fri 5   6.30 pm Choir Practice

Sat 6  Diocesan Synod 

Sun 7  The Third Sunday before Advent
  8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 2
  10.30 am Sunday School - Parish Hall
  10.45 am Parish Communion with Baptism
    6.00 pm ñThe Crewò Youth Group - Parish Hall
   6.30 pm All Souls Service.  An opportunity to commemorate those  

  whom we Love but see no longer - followed by refreshments.
   Prayer Link Road: Fir Tree Lane
   Neighbourhood Link: Bunty McLelland

Mon  8   2.00 pm Mothersô Union - Parish Hall

Tues 9   7.45 pm House Group - Moor Lane

Wed 10 10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
  11.30 am Holy Communion at Birch Heath Lodge Nursing Home
    7.45 pm Faith & Worship Committee - Rectory

Thur 11   7.45 pm Stewardship Committee - Lady Chapel

Fri 12   6.30 pm Choir Practice
   NB: Last date for contribution to DECEMBER 
   Parish Magazine to David Bull (332234). Earlier if   
   possible please.

Sat          13  ñThe Crewò Youth Group Social

Sun   14  The Second Sunday before Advent ï Remembrance   
   Service
    8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 1
  10.45 am Remembrance Sunday Service including 2 minutes silence  
   and wreath laying ceremony.
    6.30 pm Evensong & Offertory of C of E Childrenôs Society Boxes
   Preacher: Mrs Aelison Wilson
   Prayer Link Road: Greystone Road
   Neighbourhood Link: Len Thomas
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Tues       16   7.45 pm House Group - Moor Lane

Wed  17 10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments

Fri  19   6.30 pm Choir Practice

Sat          20   9.30 am Mission Shaped Church.  Speaker: The Bishop of Birkenhead
   20 7.00 pm David Cummings Talk and Supper - Parish Hall
   Proceeds to Parish Hall Funds
     
Sun 21  CHRIST THE KING
   8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 1
  10.30 am Sunday School - Parish Hall
  10.45 am Parish Communion
    1.30 pm Parish Ramble leaves church car park
    6.00 pm ñThe Crewò Youth Group - Parish Hall
    6.30 pm Taiz® Healing Service
   Prayer Link Road:  Grove Gardens
   Neighbourhood Link:  John Carruthers
   
Mon 22   7.45 pm Deanery Synod  - Boughton

Tues      23   9.00 am Parish Ramble leaves church car park
    7.45 pm House Group - Moor Lane

Wed 24  10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments

Thur      25    7.45 pm Bereavement Support Group - Badgers Close

Fri 26  2.00 ï 4.00 pm
   Parish Hall open for preparation for Christmas Fair
   7.00 ï 9.00 pm

Sat  27 10.00 am ï 1.00 pm CHRISTMAS FAIR (see poster) - Parish Hall
 
Sun 28  ADVENT SUNDAY
     8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 1
   10.30 am Sunday School - Parish Hall
   10.45 am Matins - followed by refreshments
     6.00 pm ñThe Crewò Youth Group - Parish Hall
     6.30 pm Evening Communion 
   Prayer Link Road: Haslin Crescent
   Neighbourhood Link:  Ann Smith

Mon    29    7.45 pm PCC Meeting ï Parish Hall

Tuesday 30    9.00 am Holy Communion for St Andrew
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The Rectorôs Letter

Dear Friends

Remember in November

November is a time for remembrance.  It starts with All Saints Day and All Souls 
Day, then Gunpowder Treason and Plot on 5th, then Remembrance Sunday itself.  
Itôs a good time of year for remembrance.  As the weather turns cold and wet, the 
leaves fall from the trees, and at times it all seems rather dank and dismal, its 
not surprising that our minds turn back to summer sunshine and happy holidays.  
But what is the purpose of memory?  Memory is one of Godôs greatest gifts to us, 
for it enables us to build on the experience of the past, to increase knowledge 
and build a better future.  So do we make the most of this wonderful gift?

At one level, memory is just to indulge in recalling happy times and events 
so we can enjoy them again at our leisure ï and there is no harm in that as 
such.  We look back through the photograph album of our minds and relive 
happy occasions which make us feel better.  In the words of the old chorus:  
ñCount your blessings, count them one by one.ò  It is my experience that those 
who start by remembering what they do have, and have to be thankful for, 
are happy, positive people.  Those who concentrate only on what they do not 
have, especially if they envy those who do, are miserable, pessimistic people.  
But memory is not just for cosy feelings ï that can lead to nostalgia, which 
so wallows in the past that it prevents people from living in the present.  The 
lines of the hymn traditionally sung on Remembrance Sunday are relevant:  
ñO God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.ò  The memory of 
the blessings we enjoyed in the past, are to give us the assurance that as God 
has been with us then, so he is with us now, and will go forward with us into 
the future.  But like the manna in the wilderness, Godôs gifts go stale on us if 
we try to hoard them or preserve them: we have to let go, and discover him 
afresh, each new day.  So, as we thank God for the lives of all the saints, and 
all souls, it is the memory of their example, which should lead us to live better 
lives today, tomorrow and the next day.  That is also true of Remembrance 
Sunday as we remember the example of sacriýce of those who gave their 
lives yesterday, that we might lead better, freer, lives today.  Remembrance, 
however, also has another dimension.  Surely we remember the horrors of war 
to ensure we do not let evil go unchallenged today, and stand up for what we 
believe, before it is too late.  Memory is to warn us:  ñOnce bitten, twice shyò 
ïit is part of our physical defence mechanism to avoid what might harm us.
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All of this could, and should , be applied to the international issues of today 
and we can draw out its implications for Iraq, Darfur and the Middle East.  I 
wish, however, to use this letter to invite us all to consider its implications 
for our inheritance of faith.  If we use our memories, can we appreciate how 
much we owe to our heritage of faith; to so much of what gives meaning and 
purpose, shape and value, to all of life?  Western civilisation owes much of 
what is best to its background of Christian culture.  In vast areas of public 
life from education to health care to social reform, we ýnd Christian faith at 
its roots.  Is it not time that we woke up to the fact that we are taking our 
Christian heritage too much for granted?  We have free-wheeled on what 
is left for too long, and, for those with eyes to see, there are danger signs 
throughout society of what happens if you try to subtract God from Christian 
ethics.  Society needs a categorical, moral imperative, because God created 
the world, and it is only his love and power which holds it together and makes 
sense of it.  And what of us as individuals?  How many have lost the habit of 
faith on which we were brought up?  Are we too ready to blame other factors, 
even modern translations or hymn tunes, for our own lack of commitment?  
Is it perhaps time to heed the warning signals in our life?  There may be a 
óblack holeô in ýnancial pension provision, but what about the óblack holeô in 
our spiritual reservoir, to see us through the tough times?  Have we neglected 
the worship, which is the life blood of faith, for reasons which are of secondary 
importance?  So can we use our memories this month to seek to get a clearer 
perspective of our lives, and ensure we not only look back with thanksgiving, 
but work and live and worship today with a new and vital faith for tomorrow? 

Yours sincerely

Prayer of the Month:
We thank you, Lord our God, for creating the world and preserving it until 
now.  We thank you for the regular return of day and night, and of the 
seasons, and for the dependability of nature and time.  We thank you 
for memory, which enables us to build on the experience of the past; for 
imagination, which admits us to a wider world than we could otherwise know; 
and for foresight, by which we plan for the future.  We thank you for your 
patience with the errors and sins of mankind: you have neither wearied of 
us nor allowed us to ruin ourselves in self-destruction, but have sent your 
Son Jesus Christ to break down the barriers between us and you and 
between each other, and to restore the broken unity of human life.  Amen
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of doors in the summer.)  We 
produce the Community Register 
(see last monthôs magazine) 
which lists most of the activities 
taking place in our villages, and 
which is generally presented by 
way of welcome to Newcomers.  
We run the Neighbourhood Link 
scheme which attempts to link 
every road to the churches, 
and to spread information 
about, or greetings from them.
In 1999 we were privileged 
to ómanageô the United Good 
Friday service in the Cathedral, 
and in that same year, 
helped by many villagers and 
friends, to broadcast a Village 
service for Radio Merseyside.
Recently we have been pleased 
to host a series of talks given by 
speakers of other faiths, to date 
on Christianity and Judaism and 
on Islamic-Christian relations.  
By the time you read this, you 
may well have heard the third of 
these talks by the Rev. Bill Sykes, 
former Gurkha and chaplain 
of University College, Oxford, 
speaking on inter-faith relations.
We are always pleased to receive 
suggestions of further ways in 
which we could work together 
for the good of our Community.

J. Bowden

Cover Picture

Our cover picture this 
month features members 
of the committee 

of Churches Together in  
Christleton, who were pictured 
on the Village Green after a 
recent event in the Parish Hall.
Janet Bowden their co- ordinator, 
contributes an article to illustrate 
the excellent work they carry 
out on behalf of the community.

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
IN CHRISTLETON

Churches Together in 
Christleton was formed 
some years ago now.  It is 

a group of people from different 
denominations in Christleton 
parish, and the present group 
consists of Roman Catholics 
(who meet together at Rowton 
Methodist Church), Methodists 
and Anglicans.  We meet together 
throughout the year,  to decide 
for example how we shall use 
the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity within our village, to 
organise Lenten house-groups, 
meetings or special speakers, 
to plan United Services such as 
that at the beginning of January, 
or a Village Songs of Praise 
such as that held last June 
(sometimes these are held out 



4 Christleton Parish Magazine November, 2004 5www.christleton.org.uk

MACMILLAN CANCER 
RESEARCH FUND

A sincere THANK 
YOU to everyone 
who supported the 

Cummings Family, in their 
sponsored cliff top walk along 
The Gower Peninsular in South 
Wales, for The Macmillan Cancer 
Research Fund. The 22 ī mile 
walk took over eight and a half 
hours to complete, and darkness 
fell as the team arrived at the 
ýnish. However there was great 
elation with the knowledge that 
they had raised a large sum of 
money for this worthy cause. The 
total raised is now over Ã1,000.

David Cummings

THANK YOU

Jenny & Penny Ralfs, on 
behalf of the Chester 
Epilepsy Support Group 

would like to thank everyone 
who rallied round making 
cakes for the refreshments we 
served at the Charities Fayre 
at the Town Hall on 14 & 15 
October.  Your help was greatly 
appreciated ð thank you again.

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
CHARITIES

The Christmas Fair is on 
Saturday 27 November 
from 10.00 am ï 12.30 

pm.  All the money raised 
will, as usual, be divided 
between an international, 
national and local cause.  

This year the PCC has decided 
that the international cause will 
be the appeal for the starving 
refugees of Darfur in Sudan, 
whose plight we have all seen 
in the media.  Nationally we 
have decided to support the 
Samaritans, who give such time 
and care selþessly to help those 
who are desperate.  Locally 
we shall be supporting the 
work of the Chester Schoolsô 
Christian worker.  This work is 
now established in Chester, but 
they rely on voluntary ýnancial 
support and need more funds to 
extend what is offered.  It is so 
important that we play our part 
in ensuring and encouraging the 
Christian inþuence in our schools.  

We hope everyone will respond 
wholeheartedly in helping us to 
raise as much money as possible 
for these important causes.
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EXPLORING MUNICH

The grand procession on 
the opening Sunday of the 
Oktober fest occurred for the 

first time in the year 1835 in honour 
of the Silver Wedding of King 
Ludwig 1 and Therese of Bavaria.  
As well as the German participants 
in their regional costumes, guests 
from Italy, Croatia, Austria, Poland, 
Switzerland and South-Tyrol take 
part.  The procession takes two 
and a half hours to pass.  It is 
headed by the Munich ñKindlò, the 
figure of a little monk on horseback 
and the procession takes place 
whatever the weather.  For us it 
was a splendidly sunny and warm 
day with a cloudless blue sky.  We 
joined the thousands of people in 
the Odeonsplatz.  The festively 
dressed costume groups alternate 
with marksmen, mountain groups, 
military bands, colourful banner 
wavers, maypoles, hunting 
dogs, sheep (a shepherd was 
carrying one of his flock which 
had become rather tired), one 
carriage was drawn by no fewer 
than eight horses ï quite a handful 
ï acrobats, children in carriages.  
One amusing spectacle was a float 
depicting a bathing scene complete 
with the public baths proprietor in 
a bath being scrubbed down by 
baths hostesses.  A model of the 
Freising cathedral was drawn by 

a team of four oxen, immigrants 
from Transylvania and Romania 
wore Confirmation, Whitsun 
and churchgoing costumes 
with traditional suede coats, 
goldsmithsô work, and elaborately 
decorated shirts and aprons and 
fancy beribboned bonnets.  One 
float carried basket workers, one 
open carriage contained the Lord 
Mayor of Munich with his town 
councillors and as guest of honour 
the Bavarian Minister President Dr 
Edmund Stoiber.  As the last item 
in the procession (no 60) came 
past, our eyes were reaching 
saturation point.  What a spectacle!

Munich Cathedral with its twin 
round towers is built of brick and 
was finished in the record time 
of 20 years.  The story goes that 
the devil helped to build it.  He 
promised the builders that he 
would help provided that there 
would be only one window.  When 
it was finished he was invited in 
to see it, and as he went into the 
entrance he could see just the one 
window, but as he moved further 
into the building he saw many 
others.  He was so furious that he 
stamped his foot and left.  There it 
is ï the footmark in the floor ï many 
people place their foot into it.  His 
foot was much bigger than mine!

MC
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Xy3 Ofrjxú
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Opening by
Rose Queen Abbi Lister

THEME

The Snowman

Proceeds to Darfur Sudan (International)
The Samaritans (National)

Chester Schools Christian Worker (Local)
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ADOPTION

Adoption Matters, the 
adoption service of 
the Chester Diocese, 

is seeking candidates for the 
role of Chair of the Board of 
Trustees. The vacancy has 
arisen due to the impending 
retirement, after eight years in 
the post, of Dr Shirley Leslie. 

Applicants for this post should be 
able to demonstrate signiýcant 
management experience in 
child care work, and bring 
additional experience from the 
charity, legal or allied sectors. 

This is a major role within 
the organisation, requiring 
signiýcant interpersonal skills, 
leadership of the highest 
calibre and the commitment 
to build on the organisationôs 
outstanding achievements and 
pursue its future potential for 
growth. The appointment will be 
made by the Bishop of Chester. 

Adoption Matters is one of the 
UKôS leading voluntary adoption 
agencies with a high national 
proýle and an unrivalled record of 
success. The agency celebrates 
its 50th anniversary in 2005. 

Further information about 
Adoption Matters, its breadth 
of activity and its current team 
are available from the website: 
www.adoptionmatters.org. 

For an informal discussion, 
please contact either Norman 
Goodwin, Chief Executive, 
on 01244 390938, or Canon 
Christopher Samuels, Vice-
Chair, on 01244671202. 

Adoption Matters, 14 Liverpool 
Road, Chester, CH2 1AE Tel: 
01244390938 Fax: 01244390067 
Approved as an Adoption Agency 
by the Secretary of State for Health: 
Registered Charity No 512892 

SPONSORED BIKE RIDE

Saturday 11 September 
was the day chosen for 
the Sponsored Bicycle 

Ride Day to raise money for the 
Historic Churches Preservation 
Trust, the idea being to visit as 
many churches as possible.  
Many churches throughout the 
Diocese participated in their own 
rides; others simply remained 
open during the day to welcome 
riders from other parishes.  Our 
own church here at St James 
was open all day thanks to all 
those who volunteered to man 
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the church on a half-hour rota.

Having failed to persuade any-
body except Joy Harrison, Gil-
lian Brackenburyôs daughter, to 
take part in the ride, we duly left 
St James at 10.00 am in fine 
weather heading south into a light 
southerly wind.  St Peters, Wa-
verton was our ýrst stop, then on 
to the churches at Bruera, Aldford 
and Farndon.  The tiny church of 
St Maryôs, Bruera was probably 
the smallest church visited, built 
in the 10

th
 century and beautifully 

kept.  The grey marble pulpit at 
St John the Baptist, Aldford was 
a distinctive feature in a church 
very much like St James here at 
Christleton.  We proceeded on 
via Shocklach to the large church 
of St Oswald in Malpas where 
money is currently being raised 
for roof repairs, and then on to 
St Chads, Tushingham.  Having 
no graveyard here, we took a 
10 minute walk across ýelds to 
the small St Chads Chapel and 
graveyard; an original horse-
drawn hearse is kept in the ad-
joining garage ï a real collectors 
item ï but not used since 1920.

After lunch, we proceeded back, 
helped by a following wind via 
the churches at Bickerton, Bur-
wardsley, Tattenhall and Har-

greave to name but a few.  It 
was very sad indeed to see the 
church at Harthill closed down.

We had a most memorable day in 
ýne weather and on minor roads 
with little traffic, covered 70 
miles and visited 22 churches.

My thanks to all those who 
sponsored me and gave most 
generously, and for the wonderful 
support of all those who helped 
make the day possible.  We 
raised Ã400 for the preservation 
of these beautiful old churches.

Edward Elliott.

THANK YOU

A very big thank you 
to Janet Brown 
from everyone who 

was at the Harvest Supper 
at the Bickerton Poacher on 
16 October, for the time and 
trouble she took to arrange this 
for us.  The atmosphere was 
relaxed and friendly, the food 
superb and the skittles amazing.
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CAR BOOT SALE

Several months ago, 12 
September was the 
date chosen for the Car 

Boot Sale and we can plan for 
most things, but unfortunately 
not the weather.  Many people 
from the village had contributed 
goods for sale, which had 
been collected together with 
generous donations of raffle 
prizes.  52 posters had been 
distributed throughout the local 
area, advertisements in the local 
free paper and The Chronicle, 
a mention on Dee Radio and 
250 ñflyerò leaflets had been 
handed out at other local events.

The day dawned sunny and 
bright.  Paul Brady, landlord of 
the Cheshire Cat had managed 
to get the grass cut on the ýeld we 
were using, and by 8 oôclock three 
cars had arrived.  At 9 oôclock it 
started drizzling, but we werenôt 
unduly concerned because the 
sky was still blue and other cars 
had now arrived and everyone 
was busy setting out their goods 
for sale.  Gradually, the drizzle 
became heavier and before 
too long, the rain was lashing 
down on to the assembled 21 
car booters.  It was obvious who 
the experienced ñbootersò were 

because they brought gazebos 
& attached them to their cars 
to give protection from the rain, 
but the majority of us were 
inexperienced and didnôt have 
that luxury, we simply got soaked 
to the skin!  I think the last car to 
arrive had the best idea - they 
were a little late & simply sat in 
their car until the rain passed 
over.  The ñbacon butties and 
coffeeò provided by The Cheshire 
Cat mid-morning were most 
appreciated ï someone said ñit 
was worth coming just for thoseò.

When it was all over and we were 
packing up ï the rain having 
gone completely away and blue 
sky all around ï several people 
told me how much they had 
enjoyed the morning and ñwhen 
were we doing another oneò?

Despite the atrocious weather 
conditions we did manage to 
make Ã300 and had almost 100 
people who visited the Boot 
Sale and bought rafþe tickets so 
we must have done something 
right.  Thank you to everyone 
who contributed in any way , to 
this new venture for the Pastoral 
& Outreach Committee, and 
the money, will be donated 
to the Christmas Charities.

Janet Milton
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CHILDRENõS SOCIETY
ANNUAL OFFERTORY 

SERVICE
14 NOVEMBER

AT 6.30 PM

We are delighted to 
welcome back to St 
James; Mrs Aelison 

Wilson as our guest speaker 
at this years Annual Offertory 
Service.  The Childrenôs Society 
has been described as ñthe 
charity that can create lasting 
change for childrenò.  I do hope 
you will be able to take this 
opportunity to meet Aelison 
and catch up with news of the 
Societyôs latest projects, to share 
with her in the Societyôs vision 
ñof working with children who are 
overlooked, ignored or rejectedò.

Please could all you kind box 
holders make sure that your 
box has been returned to church 
by the above date in order that 
it may be offered at the alter.

Many thanks.

Lesley Morgan.

PS: Donôt forget Gift Aid 
declaration forms are available to 
help your donation go even further!

MOTHERõS UNION

At our October meeting 
we were very pleased 
to welcome our Rectorôs 

sister Mrs Anne Parsons who 
came to talk to us about ñLife 
in a Vicarageò.  Anne had spent 
nearly all her life in a vicarage, her 
father and husband both being 
in the ministry and her talk was 
extremely interesting.  Several 
members were familiar with the 
areas where Anne had lived 
and afterwards, over our cups 
of tea, we were able to have a 
chat to Anne and have a lovely 
ñdo you remember sessionò.

Motherôs Union will be running the 
Handicraft stall at the Christmas 
Fair and any contributions 
including stationary, toiletries 
etc would be very welcome.

Our next meeting will be 
on Monday 8 November in 
the Parish Hall at 2.00 pm.

Janet Brown
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RAY WATTS
Qualiþed Electrician

Domestic Repairs
Showers, 

New Electrical Work
Security Lighting

For FREE estimate
Telephone 335829

SPECIALIST IN TIMBER FENCNG 
AND GATES   ÅLANDSCAPING 

DRAINAGE  PROBLEMS Å STONE 
WALLS Å LAYING OF FLAGS

Å BUILDING OF HA-HA WALLS
Å PREPARING & LAYING OF DRIVES

Å GARDEN MAINTENANCE

All the above at 
Reasonable Rates

Telephone 01244 336661
COTTON HALL FARM, 
COTTON EDMUNDS, 

CHESTER

EXCELLENT 
WORKMANSHIP

PETER GRIME

available for Meetings, Parties, Functions etc, 
occasional or regular use.

The Hall has wheelchair access
and specially adapted facilities.

Christleton 
Parish Hall

Established
19 years

David Mercer 336155
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BEST
KEPT VILLAGE

It was another very proud day for 
Jim Partington and myself when 
we attended the Community Pride 
Competition at Nantwich Civic 
Hall on 11 October.  Christleton 
not only won the Best Kept 
Village award for Villages with a 
population of 1,000 ï 2,500 for the 
fourth year running, but also the 
championship award for the best 
kept village in Cheshire.  We have 
been presented with a beautiful 
painting by Gordon Wilkinson of 
The Pit and Dixon Alms Houses 
and received a cheque for 
Ã300 to be spent on our village.

Keeping the village so nice is 
the result of a real community 
effort and it is a big thank you 
to everyone who makes this 
possible.  A special thank you must 
go to our Village Assistant Dereck 

Garner who does such a great job 
in keeping the village looking so 
neat and cared for.  We will print 
up the marks in the magazine 
when they are sent to us.

Janet Brown

THANK YOU
Vera Wood and family wish to 
thank the many friends from the 
Christleton community who have 
sent messages of sympathy and 
condolence following the death 
of Stan.  They are very grateful 
for the prayers, love and care 
shown to them over the last 
difficult weeks and month.

CONGRATULATIONS

To  Sarah Jayne Davis  of 
Christleton who recently 

announced her engagement to 
Nick Bradley



14 Christleton Parish Magazine November, 2004 15

Gardening for Wildlife
Part 3

In the ýrst part of these articles 
I wrote about loss of habitat, 
and a numbers of species. 

If everyone, who has a garden, 
big or small, just created two or 
three new elements to beneýt 
wildlife, it would have an 
enormous effect on overall 
species numbers. Making 
a wildlife friendly garden 
can also be of great beneýt 
to people. The joy of see-
ing interesting birds, but-
terþies, insects, mammals 
and rare flowers is really 
exciting, and can be very 
therapeutic and educational.

My mother had an excellent bird 
feeding station just outside her 
lounge window in her old cottage. 
Everyone who came to the house 
was captivated by seeing the 
large numbers of blue, great, long 
tail and coal tits feeding there, to-
gether with nuthatches, greater 
spotted and green woodpeckers, 
wrens, robins and dunnockôs, as 
if they were looking at a large 
television screen. They became 
inspired by what they saw, and 

began to put out nuts and fat in 
their own gardens, and so the 
beneýt for birds was increased 
enormously. Very slowly the 
birds in that area are being pro-
vided with supplementary food 

and water, especially when sup-
plies in the wild become scarce. 

Iôm sure that many of us will 
have had great moral arguments 
about the use of chemicals, slug 
pellets etc, to control pests in our 
gardens.  There is considerable 
evidence that the loss of some 
species is due to them eat-
ing poisoned bait, put down to 
control slugs. The song thrush 
is often quoted when this issue 
is talked about.  At home weô ve 
been trying alternative methods 
of control, and have had some 
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NATURE NEWS

Iôve had more exciting reports 
this month about birds of prey 
in the Parish. A pair of red 

kites being seen in the air above 
the village for several days 

during August, 
by different 
o b s e r v e r s . 
T h e s e 
magnificent 
birdôs, can 
be easily 
identified by 
their distinctive 
forked tails, 
and russet red 
colour. They 
were in great 

danger of being lost to Britain, 
when down almost to the last 
female and several young 
males in the 1960ôs. Since then 
a breeding programme and 
excellent work by the R.S.P.B 
and the farming community in 
mid Wales,  has succeeded in 
increasing  numbers dramatically 
to more than 150 pairs. More 
recently young birds have been 
released to new areas such as 
The Chilterns, North Yorkshire 
and Scotland, where they have 
also bred successfully, and its 
now certain that the once common 
red kite has a very healthy future.  

David Cummings

success. We use a simple slug 
catching device, which consists 
of small pots sunk in the ground 
and ýlled with beer. The slugs 
are attracted by the beer, and 
slip into the trap. The unwanted 
slugs found in the beer are then 
placed on the canal bank, where 
they can be eaten. This method 
seems to work particularly well 
to protect our new spring plants.
When we have nesting blackbirds 
or thrushes, they control the num-
bers of snails themselves, and 
seem quite happy to feed their 
young on perhaps ten snails a 
day, together with a diet of earth-
worms. Evidence for the work of 
the thrushes can be seen by the 
remnants of shell being found 
on any hard surface, particularly 
on steps. We also have used 
a number of rotating childrenôs 
windmills to deter the local mole 
from burrowing under our lawn 
and borders. This has worked 
successfully for several years. 
Iôm sure that there are many 
other ideas like these that can 
work, to beneýt birds and plants.  
Iôm sure itôs worth trying every 
measure to increase habitat for 
the birds and to prevent dam-
age to plants or the garden itself.
To be continued.

David Cummings
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31 OAKLANDS
GUILDEN SUTTON

CHESTER 
CH3 7HE

Fax: 01244 301605

CONTACT: KEITH HARDING

INSTALLATION OF KITCHEN FURNITURE
FREE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND ADVISORY SERVICE

EXTENSIVE RANGE OF APPLIANCES TO CHOOSE
FROM - ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS
ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE ASSURED

H D

q Plumbing and Central Heating
q Installations and Repairs
q Boiler Replacements

Sandiway,
Plough Lane,
Christleton
Telephone 01244 335785

(03%0/ #308/
Corgi Registered Gas Installer

Tel: 01244 301605
Mobile 07889 428262

E-mail
keith@hardingk.fsnet.c

o.uk 

BUILDERS & FITTED KITCHEN SPECIALIST
TAILOR MADE KITCHENS TO SUIT EVERY NEED

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN &

PARTNERSHIP
ARWOOD
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DUTTON & HALLMARK
FUNERAL SERVICES

ð Proprietor: E.S. Dutton ð

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

Chesterõs Oldest Established 
Independent Family Business

and not associated with any other
company, national or International

Tel: (01244) 310966 (24 hours)
80 Faulkner Street,

Hoole, Chester CH2 3BQ

Arrangements
made at home if preferred

at no extra cost

Members of the Society of Allied & 
Independent Funeral Directors

Too busy to cook?
Or perhaps you are thinking 
of planning a party. Why not 

try our freezer food? We have 
menus for you to choose from; 

and the food is delivererd to 
your door.

OR
If you have a party planned 
and need friendly help and 

advice
CALL 01244 330090

For our latest set of
BUFFET

FINGER BUFFET
and

COCKTAIL MENUS

WILLINGTON HALL HOTEL
and HAMILTONS 

BANQUETING SUITE

now available for
Weddings, Dinners,
Conferences, Parties 

and any special Occasions

Diana & Stuart Begbie
Willington, Tarporley

01829 752321

enquiries@willingtonhall.co.uk

MOTORING OFFENCES

Guidance and 
court representation

for 
all types of motoring offences

Call the experts

Owain Rhys Williams
Solicitors 

01244 336604
24 Hour  07693 333870

PO Box 3284,
Chester CH3 7ZR
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LOCAL EVENTS DIARYLOCAL EVENTS DIARY
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Held in the Parish Hall from 
10.30 am ï 11.45 am each 
Sunday during term-time, except 
when Family Service is held at 
St James. For further details 
please contact Berenice Hogg, 
336779. 

CHRISTLETON LADIES 
GUILD

Held at the Christleton Method-
ist Church, commencing at 2pm, 
Tuesdays fortnightly, Ã1 admis-
sion includes refreshments. For 
further information contact Joan 
Webb, 375076.

All very welcome

OPEN HOUSE
Monday afternoon ñOpen Houseò 
is suspended for the time being.

Margaret Bass

CHRISTLETON WI
Come and join Christleton WI at a 

CHRISTMAS MORNING
in aid of the

ALZHEIMERõS SOCIETY
At The Old Farm

Mulled Wine And a Slice of 
Something Nice

Saturday 11 December
10 am ð 12 noon

Cakes/Rafÿe/Bring & Buy
Ã2.00  All welcome

CHRISTLETON 
METHODIST CHURCH

We meet for Informal Prayers 
and a Simple Lunch on the 
first Thursday of each month 
at 12 noon. All welcome. 
There is no charge for the 
lunch but a donation to cover 
costs would be appreciated.

CHRISTLETON W.I.
Meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 
7.15 pm in the Parish Hall. 

CHESTER FLOWER CLUB
Meetings are held in Christleton 
Parish Hall on the 3

rd
 Wednesday 

of the month at 1.30pm. 
Details of any events can be 
obtained from the Secretary, 
Mrs Edna Ellis telephone
Chester 346497.

CHRISTLETON 
GARDENING CLUB

The next meeting will take place 
on 8 November for a plant 

swap.


