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Dear Friends

ONE WORLD

Some years ago I had the routine of l istening to the radio programme ñThe World at Oneò each day, over 
lunch.  The tit le was invariably correct in that it began at precisely one oôclock.  It was never, however, an 
accurate tit le of the world it described, torn apart by violence, confrontation or natural disaster.  The same is 
at least as true today as we witness apparently increasing fragmentation between opposing cultures, countries, 
people and interests.  I believe it is more important than ever that we, as Christians, go back to the basics of 
our faith.  The Bible starts with the words:-  ñIn the beginning God created éò, and the Prologue to the fourth 
Gospel starts:-  ñIn the beginning was the word éò.  Logically, as well as chronologically, our faith starts with 
Creation.  Creation is the basic building block of our faith, and that is something we share with other faiths.  
In this month, as we celebrate Harvest and One World Week, that is something we need to rediscover.

The Old Testament not only establishes the foundation of Creation, but lays upon us the duty of care for the 
world God has created.  The Covenant established the relationship between God and his people, that the gifts 
they enjoyed in Godôs world were to be used responsibly in accordance with his purposes, and acknowledging his 
authority.  It also establishes that God creates in wonderfully rich diversity, not in uniformity.  The relationship 
of Creation is to be one of mutual respect and harmonious co operation.  It has nothing to do with a dull, 
monochrome sameness where all is reduced to a lowest common denominator.

When we move to the New Testament, we find that Jesus always used nature to teach the deepest truths 
about Godôs Kingdom.  Nature is not so much an i l lustration of God working in the world, but an example of 
how God invites us actively to share in his work of creation; co operating with his creative power in harmony 
and óonenessô.  Supremely, as St Paul wrote:-  ñGod was in Christ, reconcil ing the world to himself, and he 
has entrusted us with this message of reconcil iation.ò  So, St Paul was able to see that :-  ñIn Christ Jesus 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Jesus Christ.ò  But our 
óonenessô in Christ is not just to do with human reconcil iation.  In the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion we 
read of signs in the natural world and again Paul wrote of :-  ñThe whole created universe groaning in eager 
expectation. éò  Jesus, the Word, active from the beginning in Creation, brings the whole of Creation into a 
new harmony.
It is this spiritual understanding of the óonenessô of Creation that the saints discovered, and lived out in their 
l ives.  From the Desert Fathers to Francis of Assisi; from Columba on Iona to Cuthbert on Lindisfarne, they 
l ived l ives in harmony with Godôs Creation, encompassing not only their human brothers and sisters, but the 
animal and plant world, the seas and the skies, the sun and the stars.  We make our God too small if we limit 
his grace to human activity.

Churches Together in Christleton will observe One World Week with a óOne World Mealô on Thursday 20 October 
(see elsewhere in Magazine).  As we celebrate Harvest and observe One World Week may we rediscover the 
roots of our faith.  In the past perhaps the Church has neglected the importance of Creation and our stewardship 
of the worldôs natural resources.  But the óonenessô of the whole created universe goes to the heart of our 
faith, and the total significance of Redemption.  It is only by recognising that everyone and everything has 
its common origin in God that the world wil l ever be truly óThe World at Oneô.  That starts with each one of us 
recognising and respecting our common humanity in Godôs world.

Yours sincerely

Prayer of the Month             (Brian Hudson)

Holy Father, unite us all in joy at the beauty and diversity of the world you have made: from frozen wastelands to searing desert heat, 
from snow-capped mountain top to unexplored ocean depths.  All is your creation, and we all share the same planet.

Holy Father, unite us all in joy at the beauty and diversity of the peoples of the earth: from nomadic tribes surviving in barren and sparsely 
populated regions to city-crushed people surviving in high-rise ghettos; from those living in huts that f ight encroaching jungle to those 
manicuring their lawns in the heart of commuterland.  All are your peoples, and we all share the same planet.

Help us to care for each other.
Help us to share with each other.

As Christ died for all, so may we work for all.  Amen.

THE RECTORõS LETTER



PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES
CHRISTLETON

SUNDAYS   8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
 10.45 a.m Parish Communion  ............ 1st & 3rd Sundays
  Family Service  ................... 2nd Sunday
  Mattins  ............................... 4th & 5th Sundays
   6.30 p.m Evensong  ........................... 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
Sundays
  Evening Communion  .......... 4th Sunday
  Songs of Praise  .................. 5th Sunday
WEDNESDAYS 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion
SAINTS   9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

WHOӚS WHO & WHATӚS WHAT
Rector:  The RevӚd Canon K. Peter Lee, M.A.
 The Rectory, Birch Heath Lane, Christleton  ..... 335663

Wardens: David Mercer, 13 Bridge Drive  .......................... 336155
 Lois Dickinson 
 8 Old Mill Court, Mill Lane Upton ....................... 378320
Reader Emeritus John Roberts, Cerisy, Birch Heath Lane ........... 332207
Verger David Ellis   ............................................336879 
Sacristan: Betty Dunning  ............................................335652

Sunday School:  Berenice Hoggééééééé. ......................... 336779
MotherӚs Union Branch Leader  Margaret Renner ...  ..........................................332005
Organist & Musical Director: Steve Roberts   ............................................815277
P. C. C. Secretary:  Margaret Croston   ............................................335955
Treasurer: Cec Rydings   ............................................336483
Stewardship Envelope: Betty Dunning  ............................................335652
Gift Aid Secretary Martin Wheeler  ............................................336644 
Bellringers Ian Braithwaite   ............................................300565
Bellringer Vice Captains Michael Phillips  ............................................01829 771357
 Ian Crossan  ............................................  332280
Parish Hall Booking David Mercer  ............................................336155
C. M. S. Secretary Janet Brown  ............................................335785
ChildrenӚs Society Sec. Lesley Morgan  ............................................335088 
Visiting Group:  Gill Hibbert.  ............................................336544
Library Margaret Bass  ............................................335517
Church Flowers Olive Hammond  ............................................336562
Magazine Editor David Bull  ............................................332234
Magazine Compiler Richard Nicholson  ............................................336004
Magazine Distributor Margaret Dromgoole ..........................................341406 
Neighbourhood Link Co-Ordinator Janet Bowden  ............................................335705 
Parish Resource Person for
Child Protection Susan Alexander  ............................................335077

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & APPOINTMENTS
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE RECTOR 335663



C
hristleton Pit Group exists to keep The Pit as an 

alive, vibrant and recreational open space for 

the village. Founded in 1974, it has served the 

village well, with members giving hours of unpaid volun-

tary work, and working with the Parish Council, made a 

great impact on village life and the local environment. 

The state of The Pit regularly draws favourable com-

ments from judges of the Best Kept Village competition, 

tourist buses come through the village to see it, and it 

is a favourite place for thousands of people. Our team 

currently works for about six sessions a year depend-

ing on any task necessary, and as our strength and 

muscles are declining with age, we would welcome any 

newcomers to join the team. If you enjoy getting covered 

in mud, row a boat, or drive a wheelbarrow we would 

like to hear from you. 

For more information 

please contact David 

Cummings on 332410 or 

Eric Kenyon on 335587.      

Christleton Pit Project needs your Muscles!

Paul and Sarah are Mission Partners with the Methodist Church, and for the last seven years have worked in 
Nepal. They came to Christleton for a few days stay at the end of August and gave a talk at morning service 
at St Jamesô on the 28th, as well as participating in an informal open evening at Rowton later in the weekend. 
Paul & Sarah live in Katmandu, with their delightful children Jack (5) and Asha (2.1/2) and work for a Christian 
development agency called the United Mission to Nepal. They have accomplished many tasks in Nepal, including 
teaching literacy to help the spread 
of the gospels in remote villages, 
but their main role is now changing, 
with Paul taking up the position 
of advisor for disaster relief, so 
important in developing countries 
like Nepal.  Sarah will continue her 
busy life as mum, whilst teaching, 
taking bible classes and carrying out 
occasional speaking engagements. 
They like many other enthusiastic 
young people are carrying out Godôs 
work in demanding situations, in 
troubled areas of the world, and itôs 
good for us to meet and share with 
them, so that we too have a greater 
understanding of the needs of others.

DC/GK

Visit by Paul & Sarah Wright & Family from Nepal
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CHRISTLETON W.I. MONTHLY WHIST 
DRIVE

Meet in the Parish Hall on the last Wednes-
day of  the month at  2pm. Al l  welcome.

OPEN HOUSE GROUPS
The Monday Afternoon Group meet on the 4th 
Monday of the month at the home of Rena 
Grifýths, 24 Hawthorn Road, Christleton. Contact 
Margaret Bass (335517) for further information.

CHRISTLETON
METHODIST CHURCH

we meet for Informal Prayers and a Simple Lunch 
on the ýrst Thursday of each month at 12 noon. 
All welcome. There is no charge for the lunch but 
a donation to cover costs would be appreciated.

CHRISTLETON W.I.
M e e t s  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  We d n e s d a y  o f 
the month at 7.15 pm in the Parish Hall. 

CHESTER
FLOWER CLUB

Meetings are held in Christleton Parish Hall on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 1.30pm. 
Details of any events can be obtained from 
the Secretary, Mrs Edna El l is telephone
Chester 346497.

CHRISTLETON
LADIES GUILD

Held at the Christleton Methodist Church, 
commencing at 2pm, Tuesdays fortnightly, Ã1 
admission includes refreshments. For further 
information contact Joan Webb, 335518.

All very welcome.

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHRISTLETON
 

ONE WORLD MEAL
for ONE WORLD WEEK

 
Thursday, October 20
7.15 for 7.30p.m start

in the Parish Hall.
Soft drinks provided; please bring own bottles of 

wine if wished.
 Tickets:Ã5 

Numbers and money by 10 October, please.
 We hope you will ALL come!

CHRISTLETON WEDNESDAY GROUP
Charity Christmas Card Sale

& Coffee Morning
Saturday 15 October

Christleton Parish Hall
10.00 am ï 12.00 noon

Come & buy all your Christmas cards from:
Claire House, Guide Dogs for the Blind, Hope 

House, Hospice of the Good Shepherd, RNLI. St 
James Christleton, Save the Children,

Also toys, plants, cakes for sale
Admission 50 p

includes coffee  tea & biscuits

CHRISTLETON LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP.

Wednesday 19th October 2005
7.30p.m. at Christleton Primary School in Quarry 

Lane.
Speaker David Cummings. Egypt ñLand of the 

Pharaohôsò
Take a guided tour through this amazing coun-
try, and visit Siwa, El Alamein, Alexandria, Giza, 
Luxor & Karnak, The Valley of the Kingôs, Aswan, 

Philae & Abu Simbel.
Admission Ã2,  which includes a glass of wine.

All welcome.



Luke Disley

Noticeable by his absence from choir practice, 
our youngest member has been honing 
his cricketing  skills for much of the sum-

mer. However, Luke Disley (11) pictured above 
hasnôt been neglecting his singing. He has been 
busy with the Chester Music Society Youth Choir, 
and also working with the National Youth Choir 
(Northern Boys). At a recent NYC course in Har-
rogate, Luke joined the other choir members for 4 
days intensive choral and musicianship training, 
culminating in a concert at Ashville College, where 
he gave a well-received solo performance of An-
drew Lloyd Webberôs ñAny Dream Will Doò. Luke 
is now looking forward to the forthcoming choral 
challenges offered by Harvest & Christmas- busy, 
but very enjoyable, times of year for all singers!

Luke would welcome support in the church choir 
from any young members of the congregation, or 
young people from the village. Singing in a choir or 
playing an instrument gives an excellent discipline 
for life, and a common musical language that can be 
shared by like minded people throughout the world, 
whatever spoken language they use. The church 
choir meets on Friday evenings from 6.30 to 8.00pm, 
sings at Church services on Sundays, and at many 
weddings and concerts during the year. New adult 
members would also be most welcome. Please 
contact Steve Roberts on 815277 for more details.

JOHN SELLERS EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION, CHRISTLETON

This ancient trust was founded on 23 December 
1779 for the education of poor children in 
Christleton and Littleton.  It was originally 

to provide instruction in reading, English, writing, 
arithmetic and for spinning, sewing and knitting.

The primary source of income is from the rent of a 
ýeld in Plough Lane.  It is the intention of the present 
trustees (comprising the Rector, Clerk, A County 
Council representative, two Parish Councillors) to 
try and increase the capital and use the interest to 
provide the grants.  Further donations or legacies, 
which could be used to increase the level of 
grants paid out, would be very much appreciated.

This yearôs money has been given to the Primary 
School and to the High School, but applications 
are encouraged from individuals in exceptional 
circumstances who would like to apply in conýdence.

Any ind iv idua l  o r  g roup wish ing to  be 
considered for a grant should apply to the 
C l e r k ,  i n  w r i t i n g ,  b e f o r e  N o v e m b e r.

M Croston (Clerk) tel 335955
Rookery Nook, 5 Bridge Drive
Christleton
Chester CH3 6AW

APPEAL LODGED

The Freemasons Hall [Chester] Ltd, Cheshire 
View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester 

applied for a variation of a new premises licence 
to allow them to consume alcohol and provide 
entertainments and music for 6 days out of 7 a 
week until 2 am.  This was granted at a Hearing 
on 16 August when many people are away on 
holiday and were, in any case unaware of the 
application, but some objections were lodged 
because of the possible noise, trafýc and nuisance 
in the small hours.  It is unclear as to whether 
all the objections were heard at the Hearing.
 
On the advice of our local Councillor, Brian 
Ba i ley,  an Appeal  has been lodged a t 
the 11th hour to the Magistrates Court .



MUSSELS FOUND AT THE 
PIT!

One of the things about the arrival of September 
in the village is that itôs the time when the 
Pit Group springs (or perhaps staggers) into 

action once again. A small number of us assembled, to  
make a start on reducing the amounts of amphibious 
persicaria (Polygonium amphibium) which has formed 

large islands of dense growth in the clear water. We 
set to work and within minutes Eric Kenyon found 
and held up a large shellýsh. We identiýed it as a 
Swan Mussel (Andonta Cygnea) and soon found 
we were all ýnding swan mussels every few steps, 
varying in size from about 3 to 6 inches in length.
The swan mussel is a large bivalve mollusc, which 
is found in slow flowing rivers, canals and lakes.
Its distribution is ñ widespread but localò in England, 
Wales and Ireland, but scarce in Scotland. It lives 
partly buried in silt, and is a ñýlter feederò on organic 
particles, which it sifts from the surrounding water via 
a siphon. It moves about by using a large powerful 
foot. We were all delighted with our discovery 
because, although we have been closely associated 
with the Pit for many years, none of us recalls 
seeing or hearing of swan mussels in the Pit before.

We donôt know, at this stage, how or where theyôve 
come from, but we estimate that the population 
density could be in excess of one per square 
metre. I wonder what other exciting animals or 
plants,  lie in the Pit waiting to be discovered!

Will Edwards 

A visit to the Groves on Sunday 3rd September saw 
that the swan population there had declined from 52 

at its maximum down to 21, as the moult þock begins 
to þy away having grown new þight feathers. All seven 
Chester cygnets have left, whilst the Christleton family 
are still together on the canal. As all cygnets mentioned 
above have been ringed it will be interesting to get 
reports of their ýrst þights from fellow observers. Other 
signiýcant sightingôs at the Groves, were the gathering 
on telephone wires of large numbers of swallows and 
house martins preparing for their migration journeys 
to Africa, and the presence of 8 cormorants and 7 
herons around the weir, a most unusual number to be 
seen all at once. Maybe there had been a shoal of ýsh 
trapped above or below the weir, and they were taking 
advantage of the easy pickings. Readers might also 
be interested to know that on a recent canal journey 
by canoe from Llangollen to Ellesmere Port, my friend 
David Jones and I found at least 16 distinct territories 
of kingýsher, which indicates both the cleanliness of 
the canal, and the availability of a good food supply.

David Cummings

NATURE 
NEWS

SFUBJM UIFSBQZ OJHIU
WEDNESDAY 2 NOVEMBER

AT 7.00 pm in THE PARISH HALL

There will be 
Shoe-b-Do (Spanish shoes & handbags)

Costume Jewellery
Ladies Lingerie & fashions

Candles
Cake Stall

A Chocolate & Wine Tombola 
Coffee & biscuits
Admission Ã2.50.

Tickets will be available at the back of church and also from Christine 
Abrams (335562),

Gillian Brackenbury (329346), Janet Milton (335469).
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Alf Croston

Congratulations also to choir member Alf Croston, who 
celebrates his 80th Birthday this month. Alf, has served 
the church in many capacities over the last forty years, 
and is still very active, in church, village, business and 
city life. We wish him a very happy birthday on the 13th.

Steve Roberts

Congratulations to Steve Roberts, Organist and Musical 
Director at St James, on reaching his half century 
on October 9th.  Steve contributes superbly to the 
musical life and worship at St Jamesô and his friends 
wish him continued success in all his musical ventures.

CHESTER LECTURE SOCIETY

The Chester Lecture Society will be starting up 
again on 8 October at the Grosvenor Museum with 
interesting lectures.  Annual Subscription is only Ã21 
for 18 lectures!  All meetings start at 7.30 pm, non-
members can pay at the door (Ã4).  Contact Anne 
Large, 34 Bridge Drive (336108) or Margaret Croston, 
5 Bridge Drive (335955).  No meetings in December.

OCTOBER  2005 
6 Gordon Yates ï Islay Magic
With his relaxed and likeable personality Gordon 
Yates introduces us to Islay.

13 David Alison ï The Splendours of the Settle-
Carlisle Railway.
Marvels of Victorian engineering, scenery, wildlife, 
and trains, of course.

20 Roger Mitchell 
South to the Sun.
Roger looks at the historic architecture of Florida, 
1850 ï 2000.

27 Roy Willis  - A walk along the Camino.

NOVEMBER
3 David Cummings ï Story of a Street ï 2000 
years of Bridge Street.
What we donôt know about a local street.
10 Halam Murray ï Patagonia 11
Halam describes travels through remote parts of the 
Southern Andes, and some history.

17 Simon Ward ï Mountains, temples and home-
made trowels
Adventures in Nepal from Chester Archaeologist 
Simon Ward.

24 Ed Milius ï Six walks from Kitzbuhel
Highlighting the Tyrolean scenery and a visit to an old 
farmhouse museum.


