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12.00 noon

Sun

8
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The Eighth Sunday after Trinity:
Proper 13
Holy Communion – Order 2
Parish Communion with Baptism
Evensong
Prayer Link Road: Brickfield Lane
Neighbourhood Links: Janet Jones
United Communion - followed by
refreshments
Holy Communion for
TRANSFIGURATION
Wedding

8.00 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity:
Proper 14
Holy Communion – Order 1
Family Morning Prayer
Evensong
Prayer Link Road: Bridge Drive
Neighbourhood Link: Margaret Croston

10.45 am

Holy Communion- followed by refreshments
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FOR SEPTEMBER PARISH MAGAZINE
TO DAVID BULL (332234).
PREFERABLY EARLIER PLEASE

Sun

15
8.00 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm

Wed

18

Sun

22

10.45 am

8.00 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm

The Blessed Virgin Mary
The Tenth Sunday After Trinity:
Proper
15
Holy Communion – Order 1
Parish Communion
Evensong
Prayer Link Road: Brown Heath Road
Neighbourhood Link: Audrey Shone
Holy Communion - followed by
refreshments
The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity:
Proper
16
Holy Communion – Order 1
Matins
Evening Communion
Prayer Link Road: Bush Road
Neighbourhood Link: Dorothy Smith

Wed

25

10.45 am

Holy Communion - followed by
refreshments

Fri

27

2.00 pm

Wedding

Sat

28

5.00 pm

Rambling Group Social Event – 135
Queens Road

Sun

29
8.00 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm
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The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity:
Proper 17
Holy Communion – Order 1
Matins
Evening Worship
Prayer Link Road: Those worshipping at St
James who live outside
the Parish.
Neighbourhood Link: Area secretary: Anne
Collier
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The Rectorʼs Letter
Dear Friends

Defragmenting!

My computer was a bit off colour. It was working, but only just. It was sluggish
and sometimes only part of the screen would show, with the rest hidden or
delayed. I had not got a clue what was wrong, still less how to put it right, but
fortunately ʻI know a man who doesʼ. He came and gave the patient a thorough
examination, putting various things right as he did. His diagnosis was that
the main problem was that it needed defragmenting, which sounded rather
uncomfortable. Evidently, the more it works and longer it goes on, it is too busy
to put files away, or in the right order, so it takes longer and longer to find and
access them. This sounded rather familiar as I have a cartoon on my filing cabinet
declaring that we use the Biblical filing system in this office – “seek and ye shall
find.” With a computer, the more you put into its memory, the more difficult it is for
it to keep an overview of what is there. My helper declared I should defragment
my computer once a week, and he kindly set up an icon on the screen for me,
so that even I would know how to do it. Once I press the defragmenter icon, I
can ʻclickʼ to have its progress diagramatically presented on screen. At first it is
full of lots of little squares in different colours all mixed up and with gaps all over
the place. Once it starts, the squares are all neatly lined up, colour coded and
in sequence as it progressively works through the whole memory and transfers
the gaps to space at the end. When they are all in the right order with the right
connections the computer can work as a complete and integrated programme
once more.
I donʼt know about you, but I often feel I wish I could press a defragmenter
button in my brain! I certainly believe that individually and socially, our lives are
in danger of fragmenting. We live in a society which, unwittingly or wittingly, has
encouraged us to lead increasingly fragmented lives. An emphasis on individual
choice and self fulfilment has encouraged people to ʻisolateʼ their life as a separate
identity. Home life and the life of work are lived in separate worlds and leisure is
increasingly another compartment. Computers, virtual reality and mobile phones
have become substitutes for real relationships. The mobility of the population and
relegation of marriage and family life as the accepted cornerstone of society, have
left individuals increasingly isolated. At a recent clergy conference I attended,
a speaker from the USA spoke of a survey which had asked how much time
parents spent in ʻquality conversationʼ with their children. The result was an
average of just 32 seconds a day. The speakerʼs husband was a teacher of a
class of 28 fifth grade children of whom just 3 were living with their original family.
A material and consumer oriented society means people increasingly choose
to pay for entertainment provided by others, rather than becoming involved in

2

Christleton Parish Magazine

creating and sharing their own. I am sure you can provide your own examples
of the fragmentation of life.
August is a good time to defragment! Hopefully many people will have the
opportunity to take time out and try to get life in perspective, and see it as a
whole. The word ʻholidayʼ of course comes from ʻholy dayʼ When my computer
doctor told me I should defragment it once a week, I immediately thought of the
Sabbath. Keeping the Sabbath holy is part of the makerʼs instructions to get the
best out of life in his world. God knows that we only work properly and efficiently
as human beings when our lives are not fragmented but whole as body, mind
and spirit. We need this holistic approach to life if we are to find true happiness,
and establish our priorities and proper perspective. August is a good time to
recapture our awareness of our spiritual needs and let God defragment our lives:
then we need that Sabbath space each week for re-creation.
Yours sincerely

Prayer of the Month:
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;
re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence praise.
O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love!
Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.
Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm.
August, 2004
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BUILDING STRONG PARISH COMMUNITIES
THANK YOU!
At the beginning of this year the PCC launched our initiative to Build
a Strong Parish Community. This obviously continues in the constant
ongoing mission and ministry of the Parish, but we would like to thank
all those who have responded to the financial challenge. It would
seem invidious to thank those individuals whom we know of (because
they have, for example, signed bankersʼ orders and/or Gift Aid forms),
without being able to thank those who have increased their giving
ʻanonymouslyʼ. So please accept this as a personal ʻthank youʼ if you
have, in any way, responded to our appeal to increase our Christian
giving. Not only has our ʻParish Shareʼ to the Diocese increased by
12% this year, but we can only undertake new projects and respond
to our mission as a Church, if the financial resources are there.
So far this year the indications are that people have responded well
to the Appeal. Since January 15 new Gift Aid declarations have
been signed, we have given out 16 new sets of envelopes for regular
weekly giving, and 11 Bankersʼ orders set up. This, of course, is
in addition to people who have increased giving through existing
envelopes, gift aid and Bankersʼ Orders etc.
Overall this year so far, compared to the same period last year, the
figures are as follows:
2003
2004
Envelope giving
14,645
16,180
Cash giving
4,336
5,225
Bankersʼ Orders plus all 15,233
16,834
Income Tax reclaimed
This is an encouraging response so a big ʻthank youʼ to each of you
who have responded and helped us in this way to help each other
carry the responsibilities we share as a Church
[If you would like to respond or receive further information please
contact Betty Dunning 335652 for sets of envelopes; Martin Wheeler
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336644 for Gift Aiding your giving so we can claim back the tax you
have paid on whatever you give, or for information about giving
through a Bankerʼs Order – forms are available from the back of
church.]

Dixonʼs Almshouses

A vacancy exists for a flat at Dixonʼs Almshouses. Priority will be
given according to the terms of the Trust. These state that they should
be for residents of the ecclesiastical Parish of Christleton (Christleton,
Littleton, Rowton, Cotton Edmunds and Cotton Abbotts) who do not
own any property. The present Trustees are the Order of St John
Care Trust based in Lincolnshire, but there is a local committee.
For further details phone the Rector (01244 335663) or Mr Nigel
Bromage (336119). Anyone who would like to be considered for
the vacancy should write an application, indicating in which way
they meet the terms of the Trust. Applications should be sent to the
Rector at The Rectory, Birch Heath Lane, Christleton, Chester CH3
7AP, to be received by the end of August.

Churchyard Work Party

A big thank you to the 20 people who helped to tidy up the
churchyard and car park on Saturday 3 July, not forgetting those
who attended at other times. Everyone will be welcome at the next
one in SEPTEMBER, please look out for the exact date. Sausage
barmcakes or similar and coffee/tea will again be on the menu!
David Mercer

NEW TESTAMENT TAPES

“In the Library area there is now not only cassette tape recordings
of the New Testament but also the Old Testament. These very kind
gifts bring the Bible to life in a new way and might be particularly
useful to those whose vision is impaired. Also, to those of you who
read the Lesson, if you get tricky names or just want to learn how
well it can be read – borrow a tape.
Margaret Bass
www.christleton.org.uk
August, 2004
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CHRISTLETON VILLAGE
FETE 2004

Comes Out of Africa
“Thoughts out of Africa”
Our Fete is one of the most
important days in the life of the
village. It has a long tradition and
customs have been kept alive
through succeeding generations.
We do not have to invent our
community or regenerate it out
of city industrialisation that has
obliterated. We are so fortunate.
This does not happen without the
work of each generation keeping
it alive. Now in the 21st century
people work hard to make the
Fete what it is – alive, ever
changing, everyone feeling they
belong, everyone able to meet
at least one person they know
or one person that knows them!
Our community.
Our title “Out of Africa” leads us
to think what comes out of Africa,
what do we have in common?
Out of Africa comes music,
dance, singing, an ability to
celebrate however difficult life
may be. When life is hard and
survival a struggle it is even
more important to have time to
celebrate and to belong to the
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community. Africans in villages
in so many countries are so good
at this. They, like us, are proud
of their traditions, they love their
land and the place where they
belong. They are supportive to
each other, caring and concerned.
They have dignity. There is an
African phrase “if you have come
because you think you can help
us – we can manage. If you have
come because our problems are
your problems – then you are
welcome”. In the 21st century
the world is so small that their
problems are our problems, the
results of the need to address the
way we trade, the poverty and
the lack of health care for AIDS
will boomerang on us and affect
the survival of the planet for our
children and grandchildren.
We share a love of the food that
comes out of Africa – pineapples,
bananas, melons, coffee, tea.
We share the way we prepare for
our Fete – not in a day or a week
but planning and for thought for
many weeks.
In Africa there is no internal mail,
no telephone, no posters and
fliers. All is done on foot or by
word of mouth.
The food has to be prepared
Christleton Parish Magazine

from before daylight – hours of
cooking in big pots. People are
hungry – there will be no money
to buy hot dogs, ice creams, teas.
The children are patient – they
will not have eaten that day.
Food comes at the end of long
queues for a helping of rice.
It is the beat of the drum starting
at dawn that tells people to come
and join the celebration, to enjoy
themselves.

Churchyard Regulations
The Rector and PCC would like
to clarify the regulations which
govern right of burial in the
Churchyard. A Churchyard is
different from a civil cemetery
where people buy a ʻplotʼ.
Anyone who lives in the
(Ecclesiastical) Parish, at the
time of death, has the right of
burial in the Churchyard. Right
of burial cannot be granted to
anyone who lives outside the
Parish, unless they are to be
buried in an existing grave and
other members of the family
are happy for this to happen, or
the deceased is on the Church
Electoral Roll at time of death. It
is very difficult, and distressing,
if this regulation has not been
August, 2004

understood, and a request,
which cannot be granted, is made
when someone dies. Exceptions
cannot be made even if someone
has lived in the Parish for many
years but has since moved away.
It would not, in any case, be fair
to make an exception, even if
it were possible, to one family,
when it had not been granted to
others.
The Rector and PCC hope that
all parishioners will understand
and appreciate this situation, and
would be grateful if readers can
make this regulation as widely
known as possible.
CHRISTLETON WI
Please may I say a very big “thank
you”, to all friends and Christleton
WI members (including one who
came in her wellies, cagoule and
plastic apron and sold plants in
the rain) who attended, donated
money and goods, and helped at
my Coffee Morning on 19 June
for the Alzheimerʼs Society. The
Society was very supportive and
some members travelled across
the county to be here. We had a
very friendly and happy morning
raising £352 for their funds.
Thank you once again.
Maura Jones – The Old Farm

www.christleton.org.uk
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Nature Notes

Christleton Swans
Last month in Stop Press I
reported on the loss of two of
our cygnets, and the rescue of
the third, which had been taken
to the RSPCA Centre in Nantwich
for treatment. Sadly this cygnets
also died after surviving for twenty
four hours. The incident has
caused us great concern not only
for the loss of our cygnets, but
also of two others further along

the canal near Focus Do It All,
on Tarvin Road. An examination
of the dead birds was carried
out, but with no sign of the
lead poisoning which had been
suspected, and the Vet could not
find any obvious reason why they
had died. However the fact that
at the time of the incident, the
two adult birds were smothered
with an oily substance, and that
during the last few weeks many
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fish have been found dead in that
section of the canal, suggests
that some form of pollution was
the cause. Possibly a diesel spill
from a passing boat. Iʼve since
heard that several mallard were
affected, also on the canal. The
adults now seem fully recovered,
but wonʼt breed again until next
year. The two other cygnets from
the canal near Focus Do It All are
recovering.
Iʼve just received an interesting
report about a swan ringed at

Chester in 1998, being seen
at Hay on Wye a distance of
140km., and the moult flock on
the River Dee has now reached
a total of 57 swans. Locally
things are very quiet, as despite
the comparatively warm weather
there are few butter or dragonflies
around. A yellow hammer and
skylark were seen in Plough
Lane recently, with a sparrow
hawk killing a magpie on the
Christleton Parish Magazine

church lawn. There seem to be
fewer swallows, house martins
and swifts nesting this year,
although many young can now
be seen feeding in the air over
the fields all around the village.
I know many people are as
concerned as we are, about the
water level at the Pit. Just to
reiterate for those people new
to the village, that this is purely
due to evaporation by the sun
and transpiration through the
leaves of the plants, and the
severe lack of rainfall in our area
over the last two years. The only
source of water the Pit has is
rain water, and from nearby road
drains. We are not yet at the low
levels of 1975/6, but we do need
some decent rainfall in the next
few weeks to see us through the
summer.
David Cummings

THANK YOU
Christleton and Littleton
Conservatives wish to thank
all who so generously donated
bottles for the Tombola stall at
the village fete.
August, 2004

CARE
I recently wrote about CARE
(Christian Love in Action) in
connection with the Pregnancy
Advice Service organised under
their auspices. CARELINKuk.
CAREʼs unique referral service
has already helped many people
with a diversity of problems,
ranging from – for example
– alcoholism, accommodation
needs, and emotional to
debt advice and unexpected
pregnancy.
Now the popular helpline
has been transformed into a
comprehensive, open access,
user friendly website HYPERLINK
"http://www.carelinkuk.org"
www.carelinkuk.org. This online
directory offers instant access
to a growing range of specialist
caring agencies throughout the
country. To find appropriate
help, concerned friends, family
members, church leaders,
community workers etc simply
need to insert the type of care
support they are looking for. The
CARELINKuk directory will then
provide a list of potentially helpful
organisations – free of charge.

www.christleton.org.uk

Liz Evans
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Feature of the Month
Christleton
Womenʼs Institute
Congratulations to the members
of Christleton Womenʼs Institute,
who celebrated the 80th Birthday
of the branch on Wednesday
9th June 2004. The six founder
members were a Miss Griffiths,
Miss Roberts, Mrs Keyes, Mrs
Cullimore, Mrs OswaldSmith and Mrs Partington.
Meetings were usually held
in members homes e.g.at
Faulkners Lodge, Rock
House and Holly Bank (now
Birch Heath Lodge), until
Mrs Porritt gave the land for
an Institute to be built next
to the Christleton Menʼs
Institute. Members donated
bricks and purchased
chairs. Several gave
money and others loaned
money for the project to be
completed. This building
was their home for about
70years, and contained a
superb stage, the setting
for many memorable plays
and musicals, which were
later performed all over the
county. The members often
took part in pageants, and
at one time had an excellent
choir. Many members went on
10

to star on the stage with CVP,
Christleton Village Players.
On several occasions in the
1920ʼs they ran the village fete,
and have manned stalls every
year since. In 1976 led by Mrs
Emma Hall they were the main
force in organising events to
enable Christleton to take part
in a Festival of British Villages
which was a very successful and
enjoyable event.

In the early days members
learned many new skills through
courses in needlework, art,
Christleton Parish Magazine

design and cookery, making
useful items for the home etc.
These skills proved vitally
important during the war
years when the emphasis was
providing enough nourishing
food, and even providing clothing
for the family. One of the skills
developed during this time was
the skill of canning fruit, and the
Institute bought its own canning
machine for use by members.
There was a membership of over
140 ladies at its peak, and they
were involved in many aspects of
village life. They gained a great
deal from their membership,
took part in competitions and
learned about wider aspects of
life through regular contributions
by Guest speakers on a variety
of useful topics, medical, social
and practical. Christleton also
had Friday Dance Night with
Gordon McClelland on the
piano and Mick West as MC. In
the sixties they held regular folk
dances.
During the war members met
at the Scout Hut, because the
WI Hall was requisitioned as a
hospital. Incidentally the Menʼs
Institute became the ARP
Headquarters.
Today members meet at 7.15pm
on the second Wednesday of
the month at The Parish Hall
August, 2004

and also hold a whist drive there
on the last Wednesday of the
month at 2.00pm. They are still
committed to contribute both
to the local community, and to
the country through their three
annual resolutions, which are
debated at National Conference.
Some branches contribute to WI
Markets, which are held all over
the country, and support events
such as the Cheshire Show
with sales, demonstrations and
displays in the WI Tent. This
years programme at Christleton
includes talks on Gardening,
Birds, History, Lets Make etc,
together with a members Produce
Show in September.
Mrs Ethel Witter and Mrs Barbara
Locke, Past Presidents were the
Guests of Honour of President
Ann Barclay at the 80th Birthday
Party, and continuity from the
past provided by Lucy Partington
whose mother in law Mary was a
founder member. Christleton WI
members are a happy, friendly
group and would be delighted to
welcome new members. Please
contact Ann Barclay, Anne Large
or Maura Jones (336204) for
further information.
DC/LP
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Christleton
Parish Hall
available for Meetings, Parties, Functions etc,
occasional or regular use.
The Hall has wheelchair access
and specially adapted facilities.
Please contact the Booking Secretary,

David Mercer 336155

Please telephone between 10.00am and 8.00pm
Monday to Saturday

RAY WATTS
Qualified Electrician

Domestic Repairs
Showers,
New Electrical Work
Security Lighting
For FREE estimate
Telephone 335829
12

PETER GRIME
Established
18 years
SPECIALIST IN TIMBER FENCNG
AND GATES •LANDSCAPING
DRAINAGE PROBLEMS • STONE
WALLS • LAYING OF FLAGS
• BUILDING OF HA-HA WALLS
• PREPARING & LAYING OF DRIVES
• GARDEN MAINTENANCE
EXCELLENT
WORKMANSHIP

All the above at
Reasonable Rates
Telephone 01244 336661
COTTON HALL FARM,
COTTON EDMUNDS,
CHESTER
Christleton Parish Magazine

CATHEDRAL LINK
The Friends Plant Sale held in
the Cloisters recently had lots
of willing helpers and raised an
incredible £3,300 towards the
Flower Fund and the upkeep of
the Cathedral Gardens.
In the recent Organ Marathon,
twenty organists took part,
including Professor Ian Tracey
from Liverpool Cathedral and Mrs
Christine Durrands from St Luke,
Holmes Chapel, celebrating 60
years as a church organist. A
large group of Dutch Organists
attended Choral Evensong.

Nicholas Fry has been appointed
to the new post of Marketing and
Press Officer.
Ian Atkinson has been appointed
as Services and Events Coordinator.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Simon and
Julie Eccles on the arrival of their
firstborn, Phoebe Grace. Phoebe
is the first grandchild of Christine
and the late Robin Nairn and Sue
and John Eccles.
Have you ever noticed that.

Mr Rodney Duncalf, Head
Verger, recently retired having
held the position for 23 years and
was the longest serving member
of staff. Rodney excelled in
making groups of people going
to services in the Cathedral
warmly welcome. He had time
for countless people going to
the Cathedral in distress or in
search of a particular piece of
history. We hope he and his
wife Christine will enjoy a long
and happy retirement.

After your hands become coated with
grease, your nose begins to itch.

The new Head Verger is Michael
Kelsey.

If you tell the boss you were late for work
because you had a flat tyre, the next
morning you will have a flat tyre.

August, 2004

Identical parts - arenʼt.
Any tool, when dropped, will roll into the
least accessible corner.
Nothing is as inevitable as a mistake whose
time has come.
If it jams, force it. If it breaks, it needed
replacing anyway.
The solution to a problem changes the
problem.
It is a mistake to allow any mechanical object
to realize that you are in a hurry.

www.christleton.org.uk
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Dr. Barbara Tonge
Dr Tonge held a Coffee Morning
at Heathfield, Tarvin Road on
Saturday 19th June to celebrate
Carers Week. It was a very happy
occasion and she wishes to
thank everyone who contributed
to the occasion, by attending, for
donating prizes, cakes, preserves
and other items for sale. A total of
£1150 was raised on the day with
proceeds going to Age Concern
£300. Multiple Sclerosis £300,
Crossroads £300, Amnesty £75,
Tools for Self Reliance £75, and
Christian Aid £100.

Association. Over six hundred
children from ten local schools,
together with many adults took
part in this now annual event. The
theme was Living our Lives and
Seeing Eyes; Discoveries and
Opportunities. As the children
walked their circuits around an
inner track of the racecourse,
they could see colourful pictures
and read about life in a variety of
developing countries, on display
boards provided by Christian
Aid and UNICEF. They were
each provided with a Fair Trade
banana from the Winward Islands
and entertained by the RAF

There is a huge need for
carers, and if the current
carers were to disappear,
this country would be
faced with a bill for over
£5.7 billion pounds. Itʼs
estimated that there are
over 6million people who
care for others in the UK,
and the coffee morning
was just one event
to celebrate National
Carers Week.
On Friday 2nd July
Dr Barbara wearing
yet another hat, was
organising a Sponsored
Walk on the Roodeye
for the United Nations
14
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Cadets Bugle Band. Some had
the opportunity to learn about life
in other countries given by one of
the teachers from Christian Aid,
and see and use a very primitive
rickshaw. The event was again
a great success, and raised a
large sum of money for the work
of UNICEF.
The photograph shows Dr
Barbara enjoying the experience
as a passenger in the rickshaw
cycled by Frank Earl a friend and
local Methodist Minister.
David Cummings

In The News.
On Sunday morning the 4th July,
St Jamesʼ bellringers, celebrated
the birth of Ceridwen Fisher
daughter of former Captain David
and his wife Gill, with a quarter
peal of bells. Ceridwen lay in
her pram at the bottom of the
Tower throughout it all, and was
still smiling when the peal was
completed! Clearly bell ringing is
in her genes.

August, 2004

Parish Rambling Group.

Rambling Group Social Event
(Everyone welcome)
Saturday 30th August 5.00pm
Progressive Meal & Walk
starting at 135 Queens Road,
Vicars Cross, main course in
Christleton and finishing at 25
Croft Close Rowton. A meal
with three courses along the
way. We will be using paths and
towpaths and as the Chester
section of the canal is now well
surfaced, we hope to encourage
wheel chair users and cyclists
to join us. The maximum return
distance is 6 miles and transport
could be arranged for those who
just wish to go one way. Please
let us know if you wish to take
part, in order that we can arrange
catering.
Further details from Liz McClure
409414 or David & Beryl on
3324210.

www.christleton.org.uk
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gordon brown
Corgi Registered Gas Installer

❑
❑
❑

Plumbing and Central Heating
Installations and Repairs
Boiler Replacements

Sandiway,
Plough Lane,
Christleton
Telephone 01244 335785

H

D

ARWOOD
PARTNERSHIP

BUILDERS & FITTED KITCHEN SPECIALIST
TAILOR MADE KITCHENS TO SUIT EVERY NEED

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN &
INSTALLATION OF KITCHEN FURNITURE
FREE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND ADVISORY SERVICE
EXTENSIVE RANGE OF APPLIANCES TO CHOOSE
FROM - ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS

ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE ASSURED
CONTACT: KEITH HARDING
31 OAKLANDS
GUILDEN SUTTON
CHESTER
CH3 7HE
Fax: 01244 301605
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Tel: 01244 301605
Mobile 07889 428262
E-mail

keith@hardingk.fsnet.c
o.uk
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DUTTON & HALLMARK
FUNERAL SERVICES
– Proprietor: E.S. Dutton –

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Chesterʼs Oldest Established
Independent Family Business
and not associated with any other
company, national or International

Tel: (01244) 310966 (24 hours)

80 Faulkner Street,
Hoole, Chester CH2 3BQ
Arrangements
made at home if preferred
at no extra cost

Members of the Society of Allied &
Independent Funeral Directors

MOTORING OFFENCES
Guidance and
court representation
for
all types of motoring offences
Call the experts

Owain Rhys Williams
Solicitors
01244 336604
24 Hour 07693 333870

JENNIE’S CATERING

Too busy to cook?
Or perhaps you are thinking
of planning a party. Why not
try our freezer food? We have
menus for you to choose from;
and the food is delivererd to
your door.
OR

If you have a party planned
and need friendly help and
advice
CALL 01244 330090
For our latest set of

BUFFET
FINGER BUFFET
and
COCKTAIL MENUS
WILLINGTON HALL HOTEL
and HAMILTONS
BANQUETING SUITE
now available for
Weddings, Dinners,
Conferences, Parties
and any special Occasions
Diana & Stuart Begbie
Willington, Tarporley
01829 752321
enquiries@willingtonhall.co.uk

PO Box 3284,
Chester CH3 7ZR
August, 2004

www.christleton.org.uk
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LOCAL
LOCALEVENTS
EVENTS DIARY
DIARY
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Held in the Parish Hall from
10.30 am – 11.45 am each
Sunday during term-time, except
when Family Service is held at
St James. For further details
please contact Berenice Hogg,
336779.

CHRISTLETONLADIES
GUILD

Held at the Christleton Methodist
Church,
commencing
at
2pm, Tuesdays fortnightly, £1
admission includes refreshments.
For further information contact
Joan Webb, 375076.
All very welcome.

OPEN HOUSE GROUPS

The Monday Afternoon Group
meet on the 4th Monday of the
month at the home of Rena
Griffiths, 24 Hawthorn Road,
Christleton. Contact Margaret
Bass (335517) for further
information.
There will be no Monday
Afternoon Open House during
July and August.
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CHRISTLETON
METHODIST CHURCH

Meet for Informal Prayers and
a Simple Lunch on the first
Thursday of each month at 12
noon. All welcome. There is
no charge for the lunch but a
donation to cover costs would
be appreciated.

CHRISTLETON W.I.

Meets on the second Wednesday
of the month at 7.15 pm in the
Parish Hall.
There will be no meeting in August

CHESTER
FLOWER CLUB

Meetings are held in Christleton
Parish Hall on the 3rd Wednesday
of the month at 1.30pm. Details
of any events can be obtained
from the Secretary, Mrs Edna
Ellis telephone
Chester 346497.

CHRISTLETON W.I.
MONTHLY WHIST DRIVE

Meet in the Parish Hall on the last
Wednesday of the month at 2pm.
All welcome.
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LOCAL
LOCALEVENTS
EVENTS DIARY
DIARY

GGarden
arden Club

COFFE MORNING and
BOOK SALE
Wednesday 18 August

CAR BOOT SALE

At the home of Rena Griffiths
24 Hawthorn Road,
Christleton
100.00 am - 12.30 pm

on 18 September at
9.0 am

Bring and Buy/Raffle
In aid of Raby Hall Autistic
Community, Wirral

There will be no meeting in
August.
A Car Boot Sale is being
organised at the Cheshire Cat
by Janet Milton and John
Pearson
with proceeds going to the
Christmas Charities nominated
by St James Church. We are
asking for your help. Can you
bring a car boot with “new to
you” items, things youʼve stored
in the garage/attic & no longer
want, and join us at the Cheshire
Cat. A bacon sandwich breakfast
will be supplied by the Cheshire
Cat to all boot sellers. Please
help towards this Christleton
church and local community
event by giving Janet Milton a
ring on Chester 335469 or John
Pearson a ring on 335101. Let
us help others less fortunate than
ourselves. Thank you.
August, 2004

MAGAZINE
CONTRIBUTIONS
Please ensure all
items for inclusion in
the September edition
are sent to the Editor,
David Bull, The Old
Rectory, Plough Lane,
as soon as possible
BEFORE Friday 13
August.
MAGAZINE
DISTRIBUTORS
The July magazine
will be available for
collection from Church
on Sunday 29 August.

www.christleton.org.uk
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EXPLORING NORMANDY
AND THE LOIRE VALLEY
Two days after the 60th
Anniversary we visited the
invasion beaches at Utah,
Omaha and Arromanches. It was
incredibly busy still with lots of
army vehicles, jeeps completely
fitted out with every imaginable
piece of equipment.
There were USA uniforms
everywhere, many of them worn
by the French who had really got
into the spirit of things and were
more open about the history than
in the past. Many school parties,
including British ones were there
experiencing the incredible
cinema in the round where one
was taken into the landing craft
and into battle and its aftermath.
The cemeteries as always were
beautifully maintained by the
War Graves Commission and
fresh flowers and flags had been
placed on the graves. We stayed
one night in Crépon a few miles
inland from Arromanches and at
the small village war memorial
was an account of the winning
of the only VC on D-Day by St.
Major Stanley Hollis who had
saved his men and destroyed
several of the enemy. The only
person at one of the farms was
20

a 10 year old boy whom he
made sure was safe. After the
war, Stanley went back to the
village and discovered that the
farm was then owned by the
man who had been the boy and
he re-visited and stayed with
him for many years. Movingly,
a wreath had been laid that
weekend by his daughter and
his granddaughter. It was hard
to realise in that sleepy village
that more than 40,000 troops had
been stationed there during the
war and in the fortified farmhouse
where we stayed.
As we motored along one of
the empty D roads we noticed a
large elderly man in a ditch and
thinking there must be something
amiss, we stopped. He appeared
to have had some kind of heart
attack and had gone into the ditch
with his motorbike. Alf helped
him into the shade across the
road and recovered the bike and
his helmet and flagged down a
lorry, which drove on, to our
dismay, but he had gone further
on to a house with a telephone.
Meanwhile, we flagged down
another car and a lady stopped
and was a great help. She must
have been a nurse or had some
medical knowledge and wrapped
him up in a foil blanket which she
Christleton Parish Magazine

had in her car. Meanwhile Alf had
donned his yellow jacket (which
one needs to carry in France) and
directed the traffic. Eventually the
medical section of the Sapeurs
et Pempiers (the Fire Brigade)
arrived and gave him oxygen,
then an ambulance came and
it took four men all their time to
lift him onto a stretcher and take
him off to hospital. There was
much shaking of hands all round
especially of the Fire Brigade and
Ambulance team even before
they started attending the poor
accident victim. We said a
prayer for him and hope that he
is making a good recovery. We
felt that we had done our good
deed for the day.
Fontevraud Abbaye in the Loire
Valley is a wonderful building with
a history going back hundreds of
years, for many of them governed
by Abbesses. Of great interest to
us were the tombs of our early
Royals, King Henry II, Richard
the Lionheart and Eleanor of
Aquitaine lying recumbent in
a peaceful area, tombs of the
local stone and painted in bright
colours, now fading.
A visit to the Cathedral in Sées
town, twinned with Southwell in
Nottinghamshire, proved both
August, 2004

cool and musical. The organ
was being played, and a man
rehearsing an aria for a later
performance, was singing. We
were amazed to discover, when
he came down from the Loft;
that the organist was elderly and
completely blind!
We shall long remember our
2004 visit to France.
Alf and Margaret Croston

CYCLE FOR SIGHT

DIEPPE, 10th-12th September 2004
Imagine you were born blind, are ten
years old and live in a country where life
is a struggle, even for the fully-sighted.
That is the challenge facing children in
places like the Philippines and India.
Now Feed the Minds has received an
urgent request for additional Christian
Braille materials from partners in each of
these countries.
So, as Feed the Minds this year celebrates
its 40th anniversary, it has organized an
exciting two-day road cycling event to
raise the £15,000 needed. It is looking
now for keen cyclists to join the event for
“some first rate fun” amidst “breathtakingly
beautiful countryside in the UK and
France”, “fantastic camaraderie”, all
with a “high standard of support and
accommodation provided”.
The entry fee is low: £80 for a three day
break (Plus £250 minimum sponsorship)
Details:
www.feedtheminds.org/
cycleforsight or ring 08451 21 21 02

www.christleton.org.uk
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St. Jamesʼ Flower Service Sunday 11th July, 2004
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ABERSOCH – HOLIDAY HOME

IVY COTTAGE

SLEEPS 4/6
Available for weekend and
weekly bookings

Comfortable maisonette in the
centre of Abersoch
with fully equipped
kitchen.
Popular location for
sailing and water
sports. Fabulous
beaches within
easy walking
distance.
Private enclosed patio garden and
terrace with lovely harbour views.

For availability ring Julie Bellis

Tel: 01244 332128

NEW NHS DENTAL
PATIENTS WELCOME

Mr Andrew Mizen (BDS
Liverpool 1993) is currently
registering new patients at
Park House Dental Practice
11 Grosvenor Park Road
Chester
(Near to City Baths and
Grosvenor Park)

For a swift appointment
please ring

01244 323359

Monday - Friday
9.00 am to 5.00 pm
August, 2004

nicholas
harvey
an

AVEDA
concept salon
Hairdressing
Colour and
cutting specialist
Hair Care
Skin Care
and Make-up

Opening Hours

first appointment: 9.15am(sat. 8.30.am)
last appointment: 5.00pm (thurs. 7.00pm)

village road,
christleton, chester
CH3 7AS
Tel. 01244 335210

www.christleton.org.uk
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ʻMONEY FOR MISSIONʼ
As from 2 August 2004, Chester
Cathedral will be introducing an
entrance charge for visitors. The
costs of maintaining the fabric of
this historic building increase
day by day, and donations from
visitors and other sources now
fall well short of the thousands
of pounds required on a daily
basis. But it is not just a matter of
bricks and mortar – the Cathedral
cannot develop its Ministry to
the City and wider community
without adequate funding. At the
moment, we are just managing
to survive by putting off projects
and cutting back on staff, but it is
simply not possible to continue in
this way or to undertake any new
outreach initiatives. A number of
ways of encouraging donations
have been undertaken, but these
have not proved effective, and
so the Chapter have regretfully
taken the decision to charge
admission.
Adults will be asked to pay
£4.00, Pensioners, Students and
Groups over 10 will pay £3.00,
a Family Ticket will be £10.00,
and children between the ages
of 5 – 16 will pay £1.50. Each
paying visitor will receive a free
ʻguidePORTʼ digital audio tour.
24

However, in order to make sure
that Chester residents will still be
allowed free entry, any holder of
a Chester City Charisma card will
be able to enter free of charge.
There are already about 50,000
cards in circulation in the City and
these will be made available to
any member of the Cathedral
congregation as well as parishes.
A Charisma card holder will be
able to purchase the guidePORT
tour for only £1.50.
Entry will be via the south
transept door; there will be an
easily moveable barrier across
the transept so visitors will be
able to enter and come part of
the way down the transept, thus
getting a wonderful view of the
organ. The pay point will be
situated here so it will be very
easy for visitors to pay and
continue their visit. We are also
hoping to introduce a major new
exhibition, thus further enhancing
a visit to the Cathedral.
A separate chapel without charge
will be set aside for private
prayer.
The present visitorsʼ entrance
will become the exit, and a small
ʻbranchʼ of the Cathedral shop
will be situated here. School
Christleton Parish Magazine

groups will still be able to use
this way in so that they can
access the Education Room
easily. The shop and Refectory
will both be accessible without
paying either by coming in the
present visitorsʼ entrance or via
the Abbey Square steps; anyone
coming in this way will be able
to buy an entrance ticket in the
shop, although they will have to
go to the south transept if they
want a guidePORT tour.
Opening hours are also going
to change; on a weekday the
Cathedral, the shop and the
Refectory will be open at 10.00
am but stay open until 7.00 pm.
Charging will not come into force
on a Sunday until 12.30 pm.
Everything will be kept under
constant review and changes
may well need to be made in the
light of experience. Hopefully,
all these new measures will help
the Cathedral expand its Ministry,
welcome visitors and preserve
and protect the fabric for future
generations.
Everything is Wonderful
My face in the mirror
Isnʼt wrinkled or drawn.
My house isnʼt dirty,
The cobwebs are gone.
My garden looks lovely
And so does my lawn.
I think I might never
Put my glasses back on.

August, 2004

In a word – HOPE

The word ʻhopeʼ can have
a variety of meanings. For
instance, the cricket team need
200 more to win, and the last
pair are at the wicket. “What a
hope!” says a spectator. In fact,
he means that there is no hope
at all of winning.
Two neighbours are talking
and one says, “Is that right that
you are going to France this
summer?” and the other replies,
“I hope so! Iʼve got the tickets
here!” In other words, “Yes!”
– unless some calamity occurs
to spoil the plan. Itʼs almost a
certainty.
In Christian and biblical use, the
word ʻhopeʼ is used very much
like this second example, and not
at all like the first.
During the war the island of Malta
stood out against raid after raid
by Italian and German planes; it
stood astride their supply route
to North Africa. At first, all they
had on the island were three old
fashioned biplanes – Gloster
ʻGladiatorsʼ – known as ʻFaithʼ,
ʻHopeʼ and ʻCharityʼ, after the
three virtues Paul writes of in his
first letter to the Corinthians. If
faced, youʼd think
thaton
the
ʻhopeʼ
continued
page
27
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CHRISTLETON
CRICKET CLUB
The good results achieved by
all the teams during June are
shown by league positions. The
1st team is currently second
in the County league Division
1.They have also progressed to
the last 16 in the National Village
Knockout competition, playing
against Stainsby Hall near Derby.
The prize is a visit to Lordʼs, the
home of cricket, to play the final.
The Chairman, Gareth Davies,
welcomes supporters from the
village on July 5th for the quarter
final, should we be successful
against Stainsby Hall.
We have also progressed to the
semi-final of the Boughton Hall
Knockout.
The 2nd X1 are currently in 3rd
position in their league, only 3
points off a promotion place.
The 3rd X1 are in 1st place after
some good results. The team
fields many young cricketers, a
positive situation for the future
of the club.
Over 60 boys and girls attend
coaching on a Monday evenings
and are now playing regular
matches against local teams.
The Womenʼs team are so
far unbeaten and top of their
26

league.
Christleton Cricket club is
progressing on all fronts.
The ground is a credit to the
village and the success in the
National Village Knockout has
been recorded in both the Daily
Telegraph and The Times.
Unfortunately however the future
of the sports club is far from
secure. Our existing 30 year
lease has expired and despite
three years of discussions with
the Parish council, who are the
trustees, we have yet to agree a
new lease.
Finally we would like to convey
our thanks to our June match
sponsors:
Brian Ruks
Harveys Farmhouse Catering
Arthur Broster
Jim Partington
De Winter Marketing
Jason & Jill Lea
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they had was like the cricket
teamʼs – not very much at all.
When you think about it there is
only slight difference between
Christian ʻfaithʼ and Christian
ʻhopeʼ.
ʻFaithʼ means ʻTrustʼ, trust in a
person and in his reliability and
truthfulness. We put our trust in
Jesus Christ because we believe
He is God Almighty – because of
the things He said and did, and
because He rose from death to
everlasting life. Most of all we
trust him because, being God,
He died on the cross to rescue
us from all the effects of our sinful
disobedience.
Then because of our faith in him
we have a ʻHopeʼ that is total
confidence that He will keep
his promises to us, and that we
shall definitely be going – not “to
France this year” but to the glory
of his presence for ever. We
even begin to experience that
very thing here and now, as a
foretaste of what is to come!
New perils
A child, who misheard, once prayed while
trying to memorise the Lordʼs Prayer:
“...and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from email...

August, 2004

BEAVER HEATING
& PLUMBING
Full Heating Systems,
Boilers, Radiators,
Bathrooms, Showers,
Cylinders, Taps, Tanks,
Burst Pipes, Repairs
FREE ESTIMATES
Ian Grocott
Tel: 01244 335190
Mob: 07958
694845

L
Christleton
Driving School

Quality tuition from friendly,
expert instructors. (Department
of Transport Licensed)
Modern dual control cars
Nervous drivers encouraged

All at lower cost!
Tel: 01244 335184

www.christleton.org.uk
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THE CHESHIRE CAT

- the cream of traditional British innkeeping
Whitchurch Road, Chester, CH3 6AE
Tel: 01244 332200
Fax: 01244 336415
This traditional pub restaurant is located just off the A41 in a
stunning building which has retained all the character and charm
it has held since itʼs creation in 1801.

Open all day, every day, serving a delicious range of
freshly prepared food from 11 am until 10 pm.
Extensive gardens and ample car parking.
The adjoining Innkeeper’s Lodge provides comfortable
accommodation at an affordable rate.
www.innkeeperslodge.com

Osprey
windows

Manufacturers and Installers of Quality

WINDOWS, DOORS &
CONSERVATORIES

Building our business on recommendation.
Speak to a company partner today.

Freephone 0500 25 24 24

Unit 4, White Lane Depot, Christleton, Chester
28
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LEPROSY MISSION
Stamp out leprosy!
Please donate your used stamps so
that money can be raised for Leprosy
Mission. Stamps should be trimmed to
quarter inch border around the stamp,
and can be left at the back of Church.
PLEASE TELL US…
If you know of any special birthdays,
anniversaries or anyone celebrating
a special occasion, who is a Parish
Magazine reader, please inform the
editor, David Bull.
AVAILABLE AT ST JAMES
CHURCH:
“Loop” system, for the hearing
impaired
Large print books for the visually
impaired & large print weekly notice
sheets
Easy to follow Communion Service
Books for children
Access for wheelchairs
Please ask any of the Churchwardens
or Sidesmen if you need assistance in
any way.
NATIONAL CHILDBIRTH TRUST
(N.C.T.) OPEN HOUSE GROUP:
Informal coffee mornings are held
locally offering support to mums-tobe and families with young children
(whether members or not) in a friendly,
informal way. Please contact your local
organiser Debbie Tel. 332103 for further
details.
CHRISTLETON LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP
Books for Sale
Christleton 2000 years of History.
136 pages of text, fully illustrated with
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b&w photographs, maps & drawings,
and including 8 pages of colour
photographs. Laminated cover with
water-colour
painting of the Church & Pump House
by Phil Hodges.
£12.50 & (£2.75 postage & packing.)
Free delivery locally.
Christleton Village Trail
A self guided tour of the Village in aid of
the "Well for Africa" Appeal.
£2.50. (+30p postage& packing))
From David Cummings, 25 Croft Close,
Rowton, Chester CH3 7QQ
or from Christleton Post Office.
CHRISTLETON
UNDER-FIVES
COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP
Registered charity 1022817
Christleton Under-Fives is an
established pre-school playgroup
attracting children from a wide area. It
enjoys good and well-founded links with
Christleton Primary School.
Children from the age of 2_ years until
school entry age are accepted.
Please contact the Supervisor, Carole
Penney, on 336586 for further details.
MOBILE LIBRARY VAN SERVICE
The van calls weekly: alternate
Thursdays all day and alternate Fridays
in Quarry Lane 11.15 am – 12.45 pm.
For further details of when the van is
next in your area, please telephone
Upton Library on 380053.
READERS
Please remember to support our
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Parish Registers for June 2004
Baptism
20th Matthew Anthony, son of Michael Anthony Hoyland
and Nicola Gillian Dromgoole. 106 Vicars Cross Road, Chester.
“We welcome you into the Lords Family”

The Wedding Service
12th Andrew James Brock Greenfield Cottage, Greenfield Lane,
Rowton and Laura Jane Williams Crosswood Cottage, Brown
Heath Lane, Christleton.
“Those who God has joined together, let not man divide”

The Funeral Service.
11th Maurice Bewley 5 Toll Bar Road, Christleton.
30th Thomas Leslie Mayers Wenbrook, Barrow Lane, Guilden Sutton
(Burial of Ashes)
“Rest eternal grant unto them”
Offertories
June
Cash
6th
200-29
770.12
13th
242-36
698-19
20th
135-15
565-30
27th
407-20
688-43
Totals
August, 2004

CSE

601.91

2004

2003
802.20

649-55

891-91

606-80

741-95

482-30

889-50

£ 3,425-56

£ 2,722-04
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SHOPPING & SERVICE GUIDE

ROCK HOUSE
DENTAL PRACTICE
Village Road, Christleton

Pamela Benson
B.D.S.
Damian Murphy
B.D.S.
and hygienists

❒ All treatments available

adapted for the disabled
❒ Special interest in cosmetic
and preventative dentistry

JOHN GRIFFITHS

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken
30 Years Experience

For A Free Estimate Call 01352 756796

This space is available
for advertising your
business
Advertising - contact: Ann Smith,Tel: 332434
e-mail: ann.smith10@virgin.net

Readers.... Please remember to support our magazine
advertisers and mention where you have read their nameQ`
|
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White Walls
Village Road
Bed & Breakfast

In the Heart of the Village

Ensuite central heating
Colour TV
Tea & coffee making facilities
Full English breakfast

A J Meredith Ltd
Painters and Decorators

Lansdowne, Roadside,
Christleton, Chester
Tel: (01244) 335454
Mobile: 07778777145

Please call
Brian & Hilary
Or drop in for coffee

Tel / fax: 01244 336033
E-mail
Ehilary-devenport@supanet.com

Established 75 years

Richard
Nicholson

A Beautiful Range of
Fireplaces by

Just hundreds
of old maps
and prints at

• VICTORIAN CAST &
MARBLE & WOODEN
SURROUNDS
• LIVING FLAME GAS FIRES
IN NATURAL WOOD OR LPG
• MULTIFUEL & GAS STOVES
•BRASSWARE & ACCESORIES
• COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE •
CALOR GAS SHOP
OPEN 6 DAYS
8.30am - 5.30pm
Contact

www.antiquemaps.com

Stoneydale
Pepper Street
Christleton
Chester
CH3 7AG
Tel: 01244 336004
Fax 01244 336138
e-mail

F. J. Proud & Sons

CHESTER
01244 325506
27/29 Christleton Road
Chester, CH3 5UF

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES, CHRISTLETON
8.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
10.45 a.m
Parish Communion
1st & 3rd Sundays
Family Service
2nd Sunday
Mattins
4th & 5th Sundays
6.30 p.m
Evensong
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays
Evening Communion 4th Sunday
Songs of Praise
5th Sunday
WEDNESDAYS
10.45 a.m.
Holy Communion
SAINTS
9.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
SUNDAYS

WHO’S WHO & WHAT’S WHAT
The Rev’d K. Peter Lee, M.A.
The Rectory, Birch Heath Lane, Christleton .... 335663

Rector:
Wardens:
Reader Emeritus
Verger
Sacristan:

Sunday School:
Mother’s Union Branch Leader
Organist & Musical Director:
P. C. C. Secretary:
Treasurer:
Stewardship Envelope:
Gift Aid Secretary
Bellringers
Bellringer Vice Captains

David Mercer, 13 Bridge Drive, ......................
John Pearson, 2 Badgers Close .........................
John Roberts, Cerisy, Birch Heath Lane ...........
David Ellis .......................................................
Betty Dunning ...................................................

Berenice Hogg…………………. ........................
Margaret Renner ... .............................................
Steve Roberts ......................................................
Margaret Croston ................................................
Cec Rydings ........................................................
Betty Dunning......................................................
Martin Wheeler....................................................
Ian Braithwaite ...................................................
Michael Phillips...................................................
Ian Crossan ..........................................................
Parish Hall Booking
David Mercer.......................................................
C. M. S. Secretary
Janet Brown .........................................................
Children’s Society Sec.
Lesley Morgan .....................................................
Visiting Group:
Gill Hibbert..........................................................
Library
Margaret Bass ......................................................
Church Flowers
Olive Hammond ..................................................
Magazine Editor
David Bull............................................................
Magazine Compiler
Richard Nicholson ...............................................
Magazine Distributor
Margaret Dromgoole ...........................................
Neighbourhood Link Co-Ordinator Janet Bowden.......................................................
Parish Resource Person for
Child Protection
Susan Alexander ..................................................

336155
335101
332207
336879
335652
336779
332005
815277
335955
336483
335652
336644
300565
01829 771357
332280
336155
335785
335088
336544
335517
336562
332234
336004
341406
335705
335077

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & APPOINTMENTS
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE RECTOR 335663

