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Countdown
to Christmas
Countdown to Christmas
Sat

1

Sun

2

Primary School Christmas Fair
8.00 am
10.45 am
10.45 am
6.0 pm
6.30 pm

Mon

3

10.45 am
11.20 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Sunday School - Parish Hall
The Crew Youth Group with Cindy & Tina
in the Parish Hall
Advent Carol Service
Holy Communion at Oaklands
Nursing Home
Holy Communion at Tarvin Court Nursing
Home

Wed

5

10.45 am

United Communion - followed by refreshments

Thur

6

12.00 noon

Uni9ted Prayer Lunch - Methodist Church

Fri

7

6.30 pm

Choir Practice

Sat

8

6.00 pm

Victorian Street Market

Sun

9

8.00 am
10.45 am

Fr

Su

Tu

W

Fr

Su

M

6.30 pm

Holy Communion
All Age Service - Toy Service
You are invited to bring a wrapped gift which
should be labelled accordingly for a boy/girl and
with the age for which the gift is suitable. The
gifts will be given to a local family support centre
Holy Communion

Tu

Mon

10

2.00 pm

Mothers’ Union - Parish Hall

W

Wed

12

10.45 am
11.20 am

Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
Holy Communion at Birch Heath Lodge

Su

Fri

14

6.30 pm

2

Choir Practice

d

Fri

14

Sun

16

NB: Last date for contribution to January
Parish Magazine to Janet Milton (335469).
You can attach your Word Document and
e-mail to: christletonmag@hotmail.co.uk
8.00 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm

Tues

18

Wed

19

10.45 am

Fri

21

6.30 pm

Sun

23

8.00 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm

Holy Communion Morning Prayer
Nine Lessons and Carols

Mon

24
7.0 pm
11.30 pm

CHRISTMAS EVE
Carols Round the Tree
Holy Communion

8.00 am
10.45 am

CHRISTMAS DAY
Holy Communion
All Age Holy Communion

Tues

2.0 pm &
7.0 pm

Holy Communion
Holy Communion (Church Army Captain to
Speak)
Evensong (BCP)

25

tre

Primary School Christmas Service
Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
Choir Practice

Wed

26

10.45 am

Holy Communion (St Stephen)

Sun

30

8.0 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
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Message from our Rector
I was speaking with someone recently, and during our
conversation on putting the world to rights, we began to chat
about the pace of life, and how time seems to pass so much
quicker now, despite the fact that we have so many labour, (and
time) saving devices.
There is always something to do, and very few of us seem to
have the time to simply sit down and talk with each other.
You may recall the television advert, which is usually screened
over the Christmas period, of a mother expecting the arrival of
her son, the Christmas tree lights are lit, ........the presents are
under the tree........dinner cooking on the stove and appropriate
Christmas music playing quietly in the background, as the mother
waits ........
The mother answers the telephone only, to hear her son’s voice,
telling her they won’t be visiting over Christmas as there is just so
much to do...........”Perhaps we could come over in the New Year”
the son says
The mother, begins to move the presents...........turn off the
Christmas tree lights................
The message is loud and clear
You may remember the comedy series, “Bread” on television, all
about a family in Liverpool, with Grandad living in the house next
door.
In one episode, Grandad was unhappy. He was lonely and
showed it in his bad temper, when the family called round to see
him. The family responded by taking him little gifts, to show they
loved him.
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The gifts didn’t satisfy him, and he complained, “I don’t want you
to give me things, just stay a little while”. In their busyness, it
was hard for the family to realise that he didn’t want gifts, he just
needed them. He needed a little of their time.
“ I don’t want your presents” he protested “I want your presence”
Love can be shown through gifts, but the best gift is often one’s
time. Love is a relationship, reaching out across the gap between
people, pulling them closer. When someone’s lonely, it’s not
presents they want, it’s presence. Someone to talk to, someone
to listen, someone who values them enough not just to give them
gifts, but to give them their time.
In the Christina Rossetti poem “In the bleak midwinter” now sung
as a Christmas Carol, she writes
What can I give him, poor as I am
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb
If I were a wise man, I would do my part
Yet what can I give him.......give my heart
What will be the best gift we give this year ?
Your faithful servant
Malcolm
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Nature Notes
A rare visitor to the canal this month has been a fine male Mandarin
duck in superb winter plumage. It seems quite friendly and has been
welcomed by all the local mallards as far as we can tell. Although it
spends most of its time near Egg Bridge at Waverton, it is free to fly
anywhere, so keep an eye open for it. These ducks originate in China
and were brought to the UK to appear in private wildfowl collections,
but as so often happened pairs have
escaped, have bred well, and now
appear in the wild all over the country. I’ve seen them previously on the
Dee at Eccleston and the canal at
Ellesmere.
It’s good to have lots of blue tits
about after their partial migration of
the summer, and robins are singing again in our gardens. There have been sightings of blackcap, and
rare bramblings in the village, and there are a number of pied wagtails
about near St James Church. Another welcome return has been flocks
of goldfinches and long tailed tits, with parties of over 20 of each being
seen. Redwings and fieldfare, recently arrived wintering thrushes can
be seen & heard flying overhead
and in good numbers. I’ve seen two
distinct flocks of at least a hundred
birds over Birch Heath Common and
Hockenhull Platts.
Look out too for the large number
of fungi appearing almost everywhere. There was even a cluster of
field mushrooms in the churchyard
recently.
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Golden Wedding
Canon Revd. Peris & Sheila Williams
Sincere congratulations and best wishes on their Golden Wedding on
December 29th to Revd. Canon Peris & Sheila, from all their friends
at St James’ and in the Parish.

Churches Together in Christleton
Lent Housegroups 2013
We are planning ahead for our Lent meetings in 2013 and have
decided to meet in housegroups. These will take place over 5 weeks
between 17th February and 22nd March. Please sign up on the form
at the back of St James, Methodist or St Werburgh’s Church
indicating which day of the week and what time suits you best.
We will arrange several meetings during the week to accommodate
everyone.

December Cover Picture
Many thanks to Phil Hodges for his excellent art work &
cover design for our 2012 December Magazine.
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COMMUNITY LUNCH
We will be holding a Community Lunch in the Parish Hall on Wednesday 12
December with an open invitation to the Christleton community in general
including members of the churches for the Parish, as well as their friends or
contacts. If there is sufficient interest, it may be followed by similar seasonal
lunches.
There is no cost for the lunch, but any donations are welcome and will be allocated in full to a suitable charity.
All ages welcome, come along by yourself or with a friend; mums with
toddlers welcome and something can be offered to little ones if advised
beforehand.
The menu is:
Slowly braised stew of shin beef in herbs, red wine and stock & vegetables
OR
Home made crepes with ricotta cheese, mozzarella, roasted Mediterranean
vegetables & a fresh tomato salsa (Vegetarian option).
Both with warmed locally made Foccacia bread
AND
A dessert selection of Christmas Puds, Trifle and Cheesecake.
Soft drinks will be provided – bring your own alcohol.
Please contact Janet Milton on 01244 335469 or Liz McClure 01244 409414
to reserve a place(s) and advise your choice of main and dessert, or put your
name(s) on the list at the back of St James church :
it’s FIRST COME – FIRST SERVED.
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Christleton Parish Council
Christleton Parish Council are to hold informal ‘surgeries’ at the Ring
O’Bells Farmers Markets. Parish Councillors will be there to listen to
problems and suggestions, to talk about current initiatives and to try
to answer questions.
The next surgery is planned for Saturday 8th December, 9.30am to
12.30pm. Please contact the Clerk, Sue Thwaite
(01244 318618, christletonpc@hotmail.com) with any queries

CHRISTMAS CANDLES
As we approach Christmas time, our thoughts and prayers will turn
towards those who we love and see no longer. This year we will
decorate the Church window ledges with candles, which can bear the
name of your loved one(s). The candles will be lit during the services
of Nine Lessons and Carols (23 December at 6.30pm) Midnight Holy
Communion on Christmas Eve, and Christmas morning at 10.45am.
If you would like a candle or candles bearing the name of your loved
one, please print the name of the person on the form at the back of
Church (there is also a donation box, should you feel able to make a
donation. Please ring either the Rector or Janet Milton (335469) if
you have any queries.
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SEW QUICK
For all your sewing alteration needs
-bespoke fitting, zips and repairs, small jobs undertaken
Personalised service
Lynanne on 01244 336419/0759 3043 271
- lmalkin@toucansurf.com

CHURCH BULLETINS
These sentences really did appear in church bulletins!
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
The Sermon this morning: ‘Jesus walks on the Water’. The sermon
tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus’.
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your
husbands.
Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the
help they can get.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What Is
Hell?’. Come early and listen to our choir practice.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5.0 pm – prayer and medication to follow.
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 pm at the First Presbyterian Church.
Please use the large double door at the side entrance.
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Eric and Sandra Read our CMS Link write from the Philippines:
Barakah Farm
Barakah means blessing in Hebrew and Arabic and it is the name we
have chosen for the farm – in faith that it will indeed be a blessing and
a channel for God’s blessing to the community around, to other parts
of Mindanao and beyond.
Well, we have already been blessed with our three good workers.
When we first went to see the farm a very drunk man came to us and
threateningly announced that he was not moving (he was squatting on
the land). Oh dear, we’ve got a troublemaker here! But when we took
over the farm, he came and asked for a job! Conscious of our vision of
being salt and light around us, we decided to take him on and prayed
for God’s Spirit to work peace in his heart. He turned out to be our best
worker and actively interacts during our weekly Bible study with them.
Sept We’ve had the farm for 6 months now, complete with too many
fruit flies boring holes in the vegetables, we’re still fighting them with
limited success, depleted soils needing lots of organic matter, weeds
worse than couch grass and some good workers, for which we are very
thankful to God. We are yet to reach break-even point with all these
challenges. We are now putting a large part of the farm, including
under the fruit trees into peanuts, which don’t need a very fertile soil,
along with nearly 2,000 pumpkins. We’re also moving away from
fruiting vegetables to greens and lettuce, for which there is strong
demand and it is easier to control the pests.
Oct On the farm front, there are added pests now - someone’s piglets
escaped and destroyed part of a plot of greens! So much for less pests!
Hopefully this is just a one-off incident.
We have still not got all the peanuts planted - we had to spray a
second time to kill all the weeds and then the rain has not let up for
three weeks. But the typhoon causing it at last left, so it has been dry
for a few days, so ploughing was finished yesterday (Saturday) and
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planting will resume tomorrow. It is beginning to get a bit late for
sowing peanuts now, but as we are telling our workers, we are
trusting God for a good harvest. We are getting them sown as soon as
the weather permits and we trust God to make them grow and send
the sunshine and the rain. We know he will give a good harvest, for his
glory. When the peanuts are in, we will be able to plant some more
guava and calamansi (lime) trees, which are going in the same fields.
Thank you to Eric and Sandra for their reminder to us to be ‘salt and
light’ here in our village too!
GK
PARKING AT THE CATHEDRAL
The Cathedral has to deal with parking without permission causing
frustration to business users who have paid for contract parking.
An automatic bollard system was installed in October to ease
congestion. For members of the congregation who wish to park on a
Sunday “Key Fobs” will be available for £10 a year (equivalent to 19
pence per week). Access at other times during the week will be by
prior arrangement with the Constables department or by contacting
the Cathedral Office on the day.
Cathedral Office, 12 Abbey Square, tel 01244 324756 or e-mail chris.
jones@chestercathedral.com
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CHRISTMAS BEADS

CHRISTMAS LIVE
Sometimes when people tell you
a story it doesnÕt really mean as
much as it would if you could
see it for yourself. St Francis of
Assisi had often preached about
that very first Christmas in
Bethlehem with the animals
round the manger and the baby
lying on a bed of straw. But he
wanted the story to come alive
for his congregation. In the year
1223 he had a brilliant idea and
planned a very special surprise
for Christmas Eve.
Instead of the sermon in church,
Francis led the people to a cave.
There, to their amazement, was
a manger set out with a doll in it,
and all around were real animals
who watched while Francis told
the old story with a new meaning
because people could now see it
for themselves. The idea grew
each year, soon they used a real
baby in the crib (an orphan with
no home because someone
would then willingly take in the
ÔChrist-babyÕ). And still today,
churches and homes everywhere put up their cribs and
wonder anew at the story of God
come down to earth, a child like
us.
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A nice present to make for
someone you love. Cut strips of
paper out of Christmas wrapping
paper. Each strip 6" (15 cm) long
and 3/4" (2 cm) at the widest
part. Cut these strips into long
triangle shapes so that the tip of
the paper is narrower than the
base.
Put widest end of the paper strip
onto a knitting needle or pencil
and begin to wrap it round itself.
When you get close to the end,
add a very small dab of glue and
press it down. Slide the bead off
the knitting needle. Repeat. Let
the beads dry. Thread the beads
onto string or yarn and then tie
to make a necklace. You can
also make longer lengths into
garlands to decorate the
Christmas tree.
Use plain colours or the shiny
pages of magazines to make
beads for all year round.

What did the
snowman and his
wife hang over
their babyÕs crib?
A snow mobile.
What is
claustrophobia?
Fear of Santa.

mily and Berenice. Crew
Emily,
a high school art teach
update
onal The
stories
which we then laminated. It certainly
Crew were thrilled to welcome 4 new members at
November’s
meeting.
s were
very creative.
Many thanks to Emily for s
We were joined by Emily and Berenice. Emily, a high school
art teacher helped us to make a collage of our personal
stories which we then laminated. It certainly gave us lots of
ideas and several members were very creative. Many thanks
to Emily for sharing her skills with us.

y over the next few weeks with involvement in m
stall at the Christmas fair.
The 2nd
Crew will
be busy over the
next fewin
weeks
involve- hall. I
be on
December
6-7.30
thewith
parish
ment in many church services as well as running a stall at the
t either
Tinafair.Lightfoot (tina.lightfoot@googlemai
Christmas
Our next meeting will be on 2nd December 6-7.30 in the
parish hall. If you would like to join us please contact either
Tina Lightfoot (tina.lightfoot@googlemail.com) or the Rector

CAROLS ROUND THE TREE - Christmas Eve – 7.0 pm
Any children hoping to attend “Carols Round the Tree” on Christmas
Eve, are invited to come dressed as either shepherds, angels or
appropriate animals!
Berenice
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BRIDGE DRIVE FLY-PAST
It was like having our own Air Show on Saturday 13 October when around thirty or
more inhabitants of Bridge Drive gathered together in the afternoon in the area of
Bill’s house.
We had been alerted that Mr Bill Greene’s grandson Stephen had been granted a
pilot’s commercial licence and intended to fly over from Blackpool.
It was touch and go, as one half of the sky was blue and the other half black, so we
gathered in anticipation at 2 pm to be told that the plane had not left Blackpool
because of a delay – so we trundled back home and went back in twenty minutes to
discover another delay. Not to be put off we returned home once more and set off
again later to learn that YES it was on its way and was over Frodsham! Great excitement, geared up by everyone being offered a glass of “fizz” as we eagerly searched
the now blue sky. Noises off and here she came. The plane flew around no fewer
than five times. Cheers and hoorays and waving of scarves etc. What an occasion.
In this day of modern technology, the co-pilot, Stephen’s sister, photographed us
from the plane and the images were immediately transferred to Bill’s son’s mobile,
so we could see ourselves from up above.
PS: (Alf will remember it well, as it was his birthday).
Margaret Croston.
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•New installation or complete rewires
•Landlord safety certificates
•P.A.T Testing
•Fault-finding & repairs
•Electrical work to kitchens, bathrooms & extensions
•Additional lights, sockets, TV or phone points
•Electrical heating system installations & repairs
•Periodic Inspection Reports

No job too small, we do them all!

Chester Osteopathy
Tel: 01244 478700 or 07800 801427
Christopher Holroyd GOsC Registered Osteopath
42, Stocks Lane, Boughton, Chester. CH3 5TF
www.chesterosteopathy.co.uk info@chesterosteopathy.co.uk
For aches and pains at all stages of life; from new-borns to those
more advanced in years.
Just some of the most common problems that osteopathy can help with:
Low back and sciatic pain, “Trapped nerve” , Neck pain, Shoulder pain and
“frozen shoulder”, Sports injuries, Tennis elbow, Arthritic pain , Tension
headaches, Aches and pains during pregnancy, Irritable babies.
Massage also available.
Appointments available Monday to Saturday.
Evening appointments and home visits can be arranged.

17

The Village Salon, Christleton
‘’So much more than a beauty salon’’

EXCEPTIONAL BEAUTY, HOLISTIC AND NAIL TREATMENTS
CARRIED OUT BY PROFESSIONALS
Includes Reiki and Bowen techniques.
Ask about our Loyalty Scheme!
07544 374565
the.villagesalon@yahoo.co.uk
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK BY APPOINTMENT.
Ring or E-mail for a price list or call in any Wednesday evening between
6 – 8.30pm for a complimentary consultation.

Quality tuition from friendly,
expert instructors.
(Department of Transport Licensed)
Modern dual control cars
Nervous drivers encouraged

We’d love to meet you!

For
bookings
please the
contact
Parish Hall
Manager
Please
contact
Booking
Secretary,
Clare Holland
Telephone 332819 (before 8pm please)
Please telephone between 10.00am and 8.00pm
email christletonhall@btinternet.com
Monday to Saturday
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Solutions
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered
Boiler Replacement Specialist.
Central Heating Installation & Repair.
Landlord Gas Safety Inspections.

Hairdressing

An Aveda exclusive salon

HOME-HEAT

Colour and Cutting Specialists

System Power flushing.
All types of Plumbing Work.
Free Written Quotations.
Worcester-Bosch Accredited Installer.

(01244) 349044

Bridal Hair
Botanical Hair & Scalp Therapy
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

www.homeheatsolutions.co.uk

CHESTER CHIROPODY
Riverview
Stocks Lane
Chester
CH3 5TF

01244 335210
Village Road . Christleton

SURGERY 01244 349777
HOME VISITS
01244 377906
07803926175
HPC registered
Friendly professional service.
Ground floor, easy parking.

Chester CH3 7AS
www.nicholas-harvey.com
info@nicholas-harvey.com
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Christleton Pit Group 21st Anniversary.
Christleton Pit Group celebrated its 25th Anniversary on 17th October, having
been officially formed on 17th October 1987, although the group had existed
informally before that as pupils, parents & friends of the Primary School
Conservation Group.
The Pit Group originally
consisted of John Salter
Chairman, David Cummings Project Officer, Derek Bell
Treasurer, Peter Taberner &
David Fielding Publicity &
Liaison, and late- arriving Eric Kenyon found himself Vice Chairman
& Secretary. Geoff Clifton was present to give
guidance, together with Parish Councillors Cliff Bridges, Phil Haywood and Bill
Pollitt.
Members of the Pit Group have done a remarkable job over the succeeding
years in maintaining the area of the Pit and its surroundings as a public amenity, in close co -operation with Christleton Parish Council. It meets as and
when tasks are required, and the current Secretary is Don Bailey, who organises the members and the tasks to be done. Currently the group are exploring
ways of achieving a more regular source of water through additional drainage
of land e.g The Playing Fields, and from nearby roofs. The bonus this year has
been the increased quantity of rainfall (over 30” to date) which makes the Pit
look so good, and the increased water level has now submerged the areas of
sand that emerged over the previous four dry summers.
My talk on 27th October in the Parish Hall in memory of Jim Partington raised
£200 for the Pit Group Funds as well as £200 for the Parish Council Jubilee
Commemoration Appeal. Sales of Village Occasions and Christmas Cards will
also contribute to these funds to
enable the work to continue in the
future. DC
Top photo: Pit Group 2000
Photo right: Pit Group 2011
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Christleton Gardening Club. Fund Raising event.
Christleton Parish Hall. Saturday 12th January 2013 7.00pm
David Cummings presents
Natures Wild Gardens
(The History, Wildlife & Scenery of 3 remote Greek Islands.)
Tickets available from Gardening Club Members

Christleton Local History Group.
Purchase Christleton Village 2 set DVD’s for
Christmas.
The Local History Group still has a stock of its
successful DVDs available for sale at £12. They
would make ideal Christmas presents for former
Christleton residents now living away from the
Village. The 2 set DVD which lasts about 3 ½
hours, covers many aspects of village life and
covers all the five townships. They can be obtained from the Village Stores, David Cummings
332410 or Judy Smith 335758. All the proceeds from the sale of the
DVD’s will go to the Hospice of the Good Shepherd & local charities.

Occasions / Village Christmas Cards.
A new set of Christleton Occasions cards are now available from the
Village Stores. These blank cards illustrated with actual photographs
of the village come in packs of 6 for £2-50 and can be used for any
occasion. A set of Christleton Christmas Cards in the same format
but with a Christmas text, is now available from the Village Stores or
myself at the Church Christmas Fair & Victorian Street Party in the
Village. DC
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The History File
A tribute to Leslie George O B E.
It is with great sadness that we report the death of Leslie George OBE, Headeacher of
Christleton School between 1958-1980. Les was born in 1919 at Shotton in Flintshire.
His father Jack was a steward at Shotton steelworks, and someone who had
influence. He became Chairman of the Shotton Glee Club, but died when Les was
4yrs old. Les himself was a good bass and later became Chairman of the Glee Club,
which won at the National Eisteddfod in N Wales.
Les loved boating with friends on the river Dee, in the cuts near to Shotton & Connahs Quay and they often went bird watching on the marshes. He passed the 11+ and
went to the Grammar School at Hawarden. He always had a love of the arts and acted
in many school plays. He captained the School Rugby team and was an accomplished
and determined player who in 1936 went on to play for Wales at Under 18 level,
against both England and Ireland. He studied Education at Bangor Normal College and
specialised in English & Science.
In 1939 he joined the 1st Bn. Royal Welch Fusiliers and rose to become Regimental
Sergeant Major. He formed his own acting company in the regiment, which was based
on Salisbury Plain, and took an active part in WWII as a Tank Carrier Commander and
became an expert in Chemical Warfare. He also took charge of flame throwing in the
regiment. He saw active service in North Africa, Italy and helped to liberate Holland.
He also spent some time as a chemical warfare expert in South Africa. During the war
Les was mentioned in dispatches, and also told the story of how in 1943 he had seen
Vesuvius erupt whilst stationed at Naples.
He began teaching at The Grange Ellesmere Port with Bill Roberts a Wales Football
International and known as Mr Ellesmere Port, a revered Head and a great influence
on Les. He took Les under his wing and often drove him home and gave him tea. Les
recalled that it was a wonderful footballing school, and whilst there he had the
pleasure of teaching Lord John Prescott, who he regarded as a personal friend. He left
The Grange to become Headteacher at Kingsley School near Frodsham.
In 1958 he applied and became Headteacher of a new Secondary School in Christleton, and built up what was to become one of the finest Secondary Schools in the
country. Creating good teamwork was always one of his strongest attributes, and he
also had the innate ability of knowing every pupil who came through the doors. He
was highly regarded and respected by pupils, parents, staff, governors and all who
knew him regarded him as being a huge influence on their lives.
He built up a very successful school, fully committed to serve the community, and
opened the doors of the school to that community by inviting The Christleton
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Players to meet and perform there. He worked closely with County Drama Advisor
Peter Dornford May, and soon became a leading player himself, acting in The Chester
Mystery Plays alongside a young teacher called Helen Brenand, later to become his
wife in 1961. They played Pilate & Mary on one occasion, and Les also played God.
Helen & Les played in many of the Shakespearian productions at Eaton Hall and
became friends with the late Duchess of Westminster and Princess Margaret.
Les, channelling his enthusiasm, passion and commitment built up a superb team
at Christleton. The school was strong in all areas, and their theatrical productions
second to none. My Fair Lady & Oliver were probably the most memorable, but they
had a long string of successes over the years. Les also became extremely good friends
with Rector of Christleton the late Rev. Canon Laurie Skipper & his wife Margaret who
at that time lived in the Rectory, which was adjacent to the school in Plough Lane. Les
also wrote several plays for the Village Players particularly the Christmas
pantomimes, which were always performed to full houses in the school hall.
He continued as Headteacher when the school became Comprehensive in 1974,
and retired in 1980 when he was awarded an OBE for his services to Education. His
wife Helen died in 1995, they had a daughter Juliet. In preparation for retirement
Les helped to design and build a bungalow for his family near Malpas, and created
a beautifully landscaped garden from scratch. He became quite an expert in this
field and travelled around the countryside giving talks about his garden project. He
became Chairman of The Cheshire County Playing Fields Association and was a judge
in The Best Kept Village Competition.
Les enjoyed a happy retirement and was very alert and active until recent times. He
died peacefully aged 93years on October 13th 2012. He was without doubt one of
the finest of human beings, a charismatic and much respected man in all he did. He
will be missed by so many people.
David Cummings/Phil Hodges
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Christmas: Where did Christmas trees come from?
There are two early stories that mention fir trees. The first involves
St Boniface, who went to Germany in the 8th century as a missionary
and found people sacrificing a child to their
god under an oak tree. Boniface was appalled,
and rescued the child. He then chopped down
the oak tree and found a tiny fir tree growing
nearby. He gave this to the people and said:
“This is a symbol of life. Whenever you look at
this tree, remember the Christ-child who is the
one who will give you life, because he gave his
life for you.”
The second early fir tree story involves Martin
Luther in the 16th century. It is said that one
year he decided to drag a fir tree into his home
and to decorate it with candles. He used it as a
visual aid, telling people that the candles
symbolised Jesus as the light of the world, and
the evergreen tree symbolised the eternal life
that Jesus gives to us. Many of the people who followed Luther were
struck by the idea, and took up the custom.

TEDDY BEARS
Are there any Teddy Bear or Soft Toy makers out there?
If so, I have quite a bit of FUR FABRIC material which will be FREE to
anyone who collects it.
Please ring Jenny Ralfs on 01244 335693.
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHRISTLETON
On 6 November a coach departed from The Pitt with members of St
James, Christleton Methodists and St Werburgh’s. It was a dull,
drizzly day but our spirits weren’t dampened. An excellent guide from
St Werburgh talked us through the journey to Shrewsbury. We stopped
en route at Dobbies Garden World where tea and coffee were enjoyed.
We arrived at noon to visit St Chad’s Church, helped from the coach by
Father Paul.
St Chad’s circular church is a unique 18th century building consecrated
on 19 August 1792 replacing the old St Chad’s that was destroyed when
its massive central tower collapsed in 1788. The flagstones from the
main door to the altar mark the line of the old town walls which had
to be demolished to make room for the new church. St Chad who was
trained by St Aidan in Lindisfarne monastery on Holy Island became
Bishop of Lichfield in 669.
There is a very large collection of Hatchments relating to people
connected with St Chad’s in the past and these locally painted armorial
bearings of the dead person were carried in procession at the funeral.
The pulpit is made of copper and brass, affectionately known as “the
coal scuttle”.
The bells were destroyed when the old church fell down and fourteen
new bells were hung in 1798 and recast in 1914.
After this visit we all walked down into the town for a very agreeable
lunch at The Lion Hotel and in the free time after lunch we were able
to visit the town and meet again at 4 o’clock opposite St Chad’s for the
journey home with our very competent driver Howard.
Many thanks to all who organised this visit.
Margaret Croston.
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CITY OF LONDON GUILDHALL
On a moonlit, cold evening on Saturday 3 November, we queued alongside many other people,
all in evening dress, to enter the Guildhall for the 125th Anniversary Gala Banquet of the
National Association of Master Bakers. We were guided below stairs to the cloakroom area
where we could view the remains of the London Roman Amphitheatre. (Slightly smaller than
Chester’s).
We entered the Old Library for a champagne reception before dinner at 7.30 pm in the Great
Hall. On display were a huge birthday cake and a wonderful selection of many kinds of breads
made by the Bakery students. A band was playing, hardly heard above the chatter of 500
people!
The Great Hall is the setting for magnificent ceremonies, including state banquets, the annual
installation of the Lord Mayor of the City of London and Sheriffs, key speeches by public figures
and national festivities. Along the sides are monuments to Pitt the Younger, his father The Earl
of Chatham, Wellington, Nelson, Churchill and the West Gallery is guarded by the statues of
Gog and Magog, giants who represent the legendary pre-Christian conflict between ancient
Britons and Trojan invaders. The arms of England, the city and the 12 great Livery Companies
of the City of London are displayed: Mercers, Grocers, Drapers, Fishmongers, Goldsmiths,
Skinners, Merchant Taylors, Haberdashers, Salters, Ironmongers, Vintners and Clothworkers.
We were in the presence of the Lord Mayor of the City of London, Alderman David Wootton
and his wife Elizabeth, and two sheriffs with their wives, two MPs and the Chairman of the
British Confectioners Association Mr James Freeman and his wife Debbie.
The Grace was sung:
“For these and all they mercies given
We bless and praise thy name O Lord
May we receive them with thanksgiving
Ever trusting in Thy Word
To Thee alone be honour and glory
Now and henceforth, for ever, Amen”
The Militaire Orchestra played throughout the meal with various well known tunes and
selections from South Pacific and other shows, with everyone joining in with gusto at
Jerusalem and Land of Hope and Glory. The finale was a very exciting Post Horn Gallop with
two trumpeters, one in each gallery. The food and drink were memorable, including fillet of
Castle of Mey beef, produced by kind permission of His Royal Highness the Prince Charles.
After which, fully replete, we had the Toasts. Heralding each toast was a fanfare. We toasted
the Queen and the Royal Family, the Rt. Hon the Lord Mayor and the Corporation of London,
and the one hundred and twenty five years of the National Association of Master Bakers.
After all this, for those who could face it, real ale was being served until midnight. I’m afraid
we chickened out and hailed a taxi.
Alf and Margaret Croston.
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Christleton Victorian
Street Market
Saturday December 8th 2012. 6.00pm
(Road Closed from approx 4.00pm)
The Victorian Street Market starts at 6.00pm and villagers living near
the centre are asked to turn on their outdoor Christmas Lights at
6.50pm. The Village Stores, the Tree opposite the Shop and the Village
Christmas Tree will be lit at the same time. The Primary School will be
dressing the Village Christmas Tree this year, so please come in
Victorian costume if possible and help create the mood of the
evening.
There will be stalls selling Crafts, Village Christmas Cards & DVDs.
Home made cakes, jams, chutneys etc. The Ring O Bells, & Christleton
Institute will each have a BBQ, and be selling mulled wine, and there
will be a spit roast, chestnuts, toffee apples, crepes, old- fashioned
sweets and so much more. There will be Street Entertainers
including musicians & singers from the Institute, an appearance by
Father Christmas, and it is hoped that there will be a Welsh Choir*
and carol singers. So please support this Victorian Street Market with
as much enthusiasm as you have supported other events this Jubilee
Year, and make this another memorable Christleton event.
*To be confirmed.
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WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Held in the Parish Hall from 10.45 am – 11.45 am each
Sunday during term-time, except when Family Service is held at St.
James. For further details please contact Berenice Kirwan, 336779.
CHRISTLETON METHODIST CHURCH we meet for Informal Prayers
and a Simple Lunch on the first Thursday of each month at 12 noon.
All welcome. There is no charge for the lunch but a donation to cover
costs would be appreciated.
CHRISTLETON W. I.
Meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 7.15 pm
in the Parish Hall.
Wednesday December 12th
CHRISTMAS MEETING

CHESTER FLOWER CLUB
Meetings are held in Christleton Parish Hall on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 1.30pm. Details of any events can be obtained from the Secretary, Mrs Lilian Hopley telephone
Chester 676683.
MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS
Please ensure all items for inclusion in the January edition are sent to Janet
Milton (335469), as soon as possible BEFORE Friday
14 December or you can e-mail this to christletonmag@hotmail.co.uk
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS
The December magazine will be available for collection from Sunday
25 November
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JENNIE’S CATERING

01244 329456

CHRISTLETON PARISH COUNCIL
will be holding a

Saturday Morning Surgery
At

The Ring O’Bells
Farmers Market
Saturday 8th December
9.30am – 12.30pm
Parish Councillors will be there to listen to problems
and suggestions, to talk about current initiatives and
to try to answer questions.
Please contact the Clerk, Sue Thwaite
(01244 318618, christletonpc@hotmail.com)
with any queries.
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With parties and family visiting over Christmas in mind:
The times we find ourselves having to wait on others may be the perfect opportunities to train ourselves to wait on the Lord. Joni Eareckson
Tada
He that gives his heart will not deny his money.
There are only two families in the world, the Haves and the Have-nots.
Cervantes
Friends are God’s apology for relations. Hugh Kingsmill
A noisy man is always in the right.
From acquaintances we conceal our real selves. To our friends we reveal our weaknesses. Basil Hume OSB
The highest privilege there is, is the privilege of being allowed to share
another’s pain. You talk about your pleasures to your acquaintances;
you talk about your troubles to your friends. Fr Andrew SDC
Every large family has its angel and its demon. Joseph Roux
All happy families resemble one another; every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way. Leo Tolstoy
Old age, believe me, is a good and pleasant time. It is true that you are
gently shouldered off the stage, but then you are given such a comfortable front stall as spectator, and, if you really have played your part,
you are more content to sit down and watch. Jane Harrison
Constant kindness can accomplish much. As the sun makes ice melt,
kindness causes misunderstanding, mistrust and hostility to evaporate.
Albert Schweitzer
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Churches Together in Christleton
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Fri 18.1.13 St James
Sat 19.1.13 Rowton
Sun 20.1.13 Methodist
United Service
Mon 21.1.13 St James
Tue 22.1.13 Methodist
Wed 23.1.13 St James
Thu 24.1.13 Methodist
Fri 25.1.13 St James

12 noon
6pm
7pm
12
12
12
12
12

noon
noon
noon
noon
noon

Going for Gold

Churches
Together
in and
Christleton
(Inspired by the
2012 Olympics
the book of Job)
Lent Housegroups 2013

When We
He has
triedplanning
me I shall come
forth asfor
gold our Lent meetings in 20
are
ahead
All of my past and journeys untold
decided
to the
meet
inthe
housegroups.
These will take p
The good
and the bad,
joy and
pain
th
weeks
between
17plain.
February and 22nd March. Plea
Only my
Maker can
make all thing
When the
life is right
or when
it goes
wrong,
form
at the
back
of St James, Methodist or St W
Not knowing the answers, just holding on.
Church indicating which day of the week and what
Sometimes it’s sunshine but often it’s rain
best.
We
will
arrange several meetings during the
All I can
do is cling
to His
Name.
His cross
is the anchor when all
sense has gone
accommodate
everyone.
And out of the ashes redemption is born.
Bought by a price of measureless love
To live with the King in glory above
Only by mercy and infinite grace
I’ll stand in His presence, well meet face to face
My name in His scroll gently unfurled
I’m transformed not as silver or bronze but as gold.

By Megan Carter
31

LEPROSY MISSION
Stamp out leprosy!
Please donate your used stamps
so that money can be raised for
Leprosy Mission.
Stamps should be trimmed to
quarter inch border around the
stamp and can be left at the back
of the Church.
PLEASE TELL US....
If you know of any special
birthdays, anniversaries or anyone
celebrating a special occasion,
who is a Parish magazine reader.
Please inform the editor David Bull

AVAILABLE AT
ST. JAMES’ CHURCH
“Loop” system for the hearing
impaired.
Large print books for the visually
impaired and large print weekly
notice sheets
Easy to follow Communion Service
Books for Children
Access for wheelchairs
Please ask any of the Church
wardens or Sidesmen if you need
assistance in anyway
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CHRISTLETON UNDER-FIVES
COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP
Registered Charity 1022817
Christleton under fives is an
established pre-school playgroup
attracting children from a wide
area. It enjoys good and well
founded links with Christleton
Primary School. Children from the
age of 2 1/2 years until school
age are accepted. Please contact
the Supervisor, Carole Penny, on
01244 336586 for further
details.

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN SERVICE
We call every TWO WEEKS.
WEEK 1.
Quarry Lane at 3.15 to 6.00pm.
WEEK 2
Quarry Lane at 11.30 to 12.15pm.
Our NEW telephone is Chester
973700.
READERS
Please remember to support our
magazine advertisers and mention
where you have read their name

Parish Registers
The Marriage Service
12th Gary Michael Johnson & Aimmi Rhian Flyn
48 Plas- Uchaf Avenue, Prestatyn, North Wales
26th Paul Michael Tucker & Faye Ann Stowell
200 Blacon Point Road, Blacon, Chester
“Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide”
The Funeral Service
8th
11th
16th
17th

Bernadette Watts 25 Toll Bar Road, Christleton age 76yrs
Frank Bowe Tarvin Court Nursing Home, Tarvin Road, Littleton age 73yrs
Edith Kathleen Harding 10 Oakmere Drive, Great Boughton age 86yrs
Edith Kathleen Harding (Burial of cremated remains)

“Grant them eternal rest”

Offertories. Oct.
7th
14th
21st
28th

Cash

C.S.E.

2012

67-91
224-22
76-05
113-10

929-50
727-00
443-00
603-00

997-41
951-22
519-05
716-10

Totals

£3,183-78

2011
768-77
1,081-90
661-05
605-90
656-38
£3,774-00

“Of your own do we give you”
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SHOPPING & SERVICE GUIDE

Damian Murphy
Damian
Murphy
B.D.S. D.G.D.P.
(UK)
D.G.D.P.
(UK)
andB.D.S.
Associates
with hygienists
and Associates with hygienists

Damian Murphy
B.D.S. D.G.D.P. (UK)
and Associates with hygienists

Implant dentistry

www.rockhousedentalpractice.co.uk
www.rockhousedentalpractice.co.uk

01244 332162
01244 332162

www.rockhousedentalpractice.co.uk

01244 332162

ann.smith10@hotmail.co.uk

CONTRIBUTORS
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The best way to send in contributions to St. James’ Parish magazine is to email
the document. Attach your word document and email it to:
christletonmag@hotmail.co.uk
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES, CHRISTLETON
SUNDAYS

8.00 a.m.
10.45 a.m.

6.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS 10.45 a.m.
SAINT’S DAYS
9.30 a.m.

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
Mattinns
Evensong
Evening Communion
Songs of Praise
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

st

rd

1 & 3 Sundays
nd
2 Sunday
th
th
4 & 5 Sundays
st
nd
rd
1 , 2 & 3 Sundays
th
4 Sunday
th
5 Sunday

WHO’S WHO & WHAT’S WHAT
Rector: The Rev’d. Malcolm Cowan, B.Th
The Rectory, Birch Heath Lane, Christleton
01244 335663
All baptisms, weddings and appointments by arrangement with Janet Milton 335469
Churchwardens:
Deputy Wardens:

Reader:
Verger:
Sacristan:
Pastoral Worker:
Sunday Club:
School:
Sunday
Mothers’ Union Branch Leader:
Organist & Musical Director:
P. C. C. Secretary:
P. C. C. Treasurer:
Stewardship Envelope:
Gift Aid Secretary:
Bellringers:
Bellringers Secretary:
Parish Hall Booking:
C. M. S. Secretary:
Children’s Society Sec:
Visiting Group:
Library:
Church Flowers:
Magazine Editor:
Magazine Compiler:
Magazine Distributors:
Parish Resource
Person for Child Protection:

John Pearson
335101
Carl Cumiskey
330028
Alan McAllester
335494
Chris Platel
332466
Keith Smalls
335688
Wayne Morris
01978 263389
John Milton
335469
Betty Dunning
335652
Berenice Kirwan
336779
Berenice Kirwan
336779
Janet Brown
335785
Steve Roberts
815277
Betty Gilliatt
335645
Carl Cumiskey
330028
Betty Dunning
335652
Nigel Seddon
335588
Ian Braithwaite
300565
Nikki Dromgoole
351124
Clare Holland
332819
Janet Brown
335785
Lesley Morgan
335088
Berenice Kirwan
336779
Gwen Knight
336236
Olive Hammond
336562
David Bull
332234
Julie Coxall
336062
Jenny Davies and Valmai Griffiths
335884
Alastair Holland

332819

