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Message from our Rector
They say times flies when you are having fun.
What is happening to 2013, no sooner had we celebrated New Year,
than our thoughts turn to Lent, which is very early this year with Ash
Wednesday falling on 13th February.
Just last month we celebrated Christingle (and if all has gone according
to plan, our front cover of this magazine will proudly show a picture of
the Wise Men who came seeking the infant Jesus at Epiphany)
The story of the Wise Men is only told as a brief narrative in the
Gospel, but it must have been a time of excitement, bewilderment, and
perhaps apprehension. Our sanitised version of the story tells of three
Wise Men, or Kings, or Magi, who set out on a journey. The likelihood
is of course that they would probably have travelled as a large camel
train, especially as they were carrying precious gifts.
The image and concept of “Journey” is quite in Christianity, we are
constantly reminded that we to are on a journey, that our Christian
lives are a journey of discovery and travel.
The concept of pilgrimage has become popular again in recent years,
much as it was in the Middle Ages. Today, many pilgrimages are
undertaken, with pilgrims travelling to Lourdes, or Santiago de
Compostela, or the Holy Land.
However, whilst we may choose to “Travel” in this physical sense, we
will all travel in the “Spiritual” sense, and these are perhaps the real
journey’s of life, as they take us through the rough terrain of illness,
bereavement, loss of employment, and each of us (just like the Wise
Men) will return another way...........we are changed, transformed, the
experience of what we encounter will mean that we can never be the
same again.


Some of those journey’s can be tough, especially if we feel that we
walk them alone, and it is at times like these when we value the
company and support of fellow travellers, rather, like the disciples who
walked the Emmaus Road, and valued the company of the stranger
who walked with them, only to have their eyes (and heart) opened as
they realised the stranger was Christ.
During Lent this year, we have an opportunity to “Journey together”
through Lent. Our usual Evensong will be suspended during Lent, to
enable us to meet together in the Parish Hall at 4pm on each of the five
Sunday’s in Lent to listen, to worship, to praise and to walk together on
this stage of our pilgrimage.
Like the Wise Men we to will return from our Lentern Pilgrimage
another way, and remember that someone will be there who will need
the support and encouragement you can bring.
Your faithful servant
Malcolm

Cover Picture.
The Three Kings, John Pearson, Carl Cuminsky, Keith Smalls.
at the Christingle Service at St James January 2013


The Children’s Society

Thank you
On behalf of the Children’s Society, may I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their
continued support and generosity over the last year. The total for Box Opening 2012 was £1,433.96
a superb result. Thank you Box Holders new and old. Secondly to everyone who supported the
Christingle Service held in January when we raised £261.45. (Both figures are an increase on last
year’s amounts).
‘’The money you’ve raised has helped The Children’s Society have a positive impact across many
areas of children’s lives in the last year. Your support this year will help us brighten the future for
more children.’’
With thanks Lesley Morgan

VISITING GROUP
If you know of anyone who, because of illness, or some other
reason is unable to come to Church but would like to keep in
touch with what’s going on, please let either the Rector) or
Berenice Kirwan know and one of the members of the Church
Visiting Group would be pleased to visit.
Liz Evans

GLENTHORNE
Would those who have asked to go on the list please send a cheque
for £40 NOW made out to PCC, to Liz McClure. There are 7 places
left


Churches Together in Christleton
Lent Housegroups 2013
We are meeting in housegroups during Lent this year. We will be
studying a course entitled ‘Exploring Spiritual Practices.’
There are three options for day and venue:Bob and Gwen Knight’s 		
Tuesday 7.30pm
Wednesday 2pm
Eric and Alison Kenyon’s		
Thursday 8pm
Roger and Margaret Bellamy’s

336236
335587
336662

The first meetings will be 19th, 20th and 21st February and will run
every week for 5 weeks. Please choose which is the best day for you
and ring to book your place.

LENT 2013
You will know that Lent is very early this year (Ash Wednesday is 13
February). As a change to our usual Evening service pattern in Lent we
will “Journey through Lent”. The evening worship will be replaced during Lent with a five week journey in the Parish Hall at 4.0 pm.
Please do make a note in your diary and come and walk this journey
with fellow travellers. The course will be led by Gwen Knight (336236).
17 February – A Lent Journey; artistic impressions
24 February – A Lent Journey; from a poetic perspective


Nature Notes
The New Year has started very quietly on the nature front with very
few birds in gardens, hedgerows or even forest. I was alarmed to see
only a single nuthatch, a few blue tits and a crow on a recent visit to
Delamere, although there was compensation in that we spotted a flock
of about 200 lapwings with several widgeon and teal roosting on the
new lake at Blakemere. This
huge area of water was created
in 1997 as a major project by the
Forestry Authorities, and covers
an area of previously unproductive forest in the middle of Blakemere Moss. The water levels are

maintained by a series of sluices
and weirs, and the lake is proving
quite an attractive area for wildlife.
Children from the Primary School
will remember us jumping up and
down in this area on visits to the
forest, to show that the whole area
was once a raft of floating vegetation. The new work restores the area
to its original state, and an attractive new habitat for both the public
and the Forest.
Similar floating vegetation exists at Hockenhull Platts, and no one
should attempt to walk on the area without guidance. I was checking
the area at the weekend and was delighted to find evidence of both
otters and water voles on the banks of the river, where the water levels
have recently been so high. There were both footprints and an otter
spraint, which is a very clear indication that the animals had been there
very recently.


Thanks to readers for
reporting all their wildlife
sightings to me. I was very
envious of Dawn Sturgess
who spotted the flock of
waxwings at Sainsbury’s at
Boughton in late December.
They really are the most
wonderful birds to see, appearing like highly coloured
candles on a Christmas tree, with delightful crests on their heads. I’ve
only ever seen them twice in my life, and both times they were at
Sainsbury’s. They really are rare visitors to Chester coming from the
northern Arctic Regions, but have
now been seen perhaps four times
in the last ten years, indicating that
weather patterns might be changing there also.
Despite last year seeming to have
incessant rain, and being recorded
nationally as the second wettest
year since records began, it was
not the wettest year in Christleton. We only reached 38inches
(947mm) or so compared with our record year of 2007 when almost
40inches (980mm) was recorded. However I am delighted to report
that the Pit is full and the overflow actually working. An unintended
consequence is that the new swan platform in the centre of the Pit,
built on two vertical poles to allow it to raise and fall on the prevailing
water level, has become a rotating nest site, pivoting around one of the
posts. Members of The Pit Group are delighted with the new level. We
just have to hope that the water level remains constant, but that we all
enjoy better weather throughout 2013.
DC


COMMUNITY LUNCH: Spring in the Air!
Following on from what we felt was a very happy occasion in
December; we would like to timetable a further similar event for
Wednesday 10 April.
We would see this event as open to everyone, and would hope the
“regulars” will become increasingly aware of those more isolated or
in need of company and ensure they are invited to come along.
This will continue to be on a “Donations” basis to ensure it is all
inclusive but realistically, in the long term, some of the donations
will fund at least some of the food provided, although not the
provision of it.
This being bone in mind, we would welcome donations in kind eg
vegetables, special skills, special menu items, time and effort. Good
washers up are always welcome pending the dishwasher arriving (!!)
Be part of it – Spring is in the Air – with us
and watch this space for details.
Special thanks goes to Mark for his inspiration & cooking skills.
Contact to offer help:
Janet Milton 01244 335469
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Liz McClure 01244 409414

SOME RECENT STATISTICS
Christian numbers in UK dip by over 10%
The 2011 Census for England and Wales shows a dramatic 10 year drop
in those calling themselves Christians: from 71.7% to 59.3%. The
Muslim population in the UK has increased from 3% to 4.8%.
(source: Office for National Statistics 2011 Census)
Teaching Christianity
A recent YouGov poll commissioned by Oxford University’s Department
of Education has found widespread support in England for the teaching of Christianity as part of basic Education. 64% of adults agreed that
children need to learn about Christianity in order to understand
English history, and 57% agreed that it was needed to understand
English culture and its way of life. Areas of Christianity considered
important were the history of Christianity (58%), major Christian events
and festivals (56%) and how Christianity distinguishes right from wrong
(51%). According to Oxford University Media News, it was found that
teachers are often nervous about tackling issues related to Christianity,
as they are worried that it could be considered as evangelising.
13

Forthcoming Event.
Saturday 23rd March 2013. 7.00pm
At The Parish Hall
David Cummings
Cheshire Through the Seasons.
A new digital presentation
Talk with Buffet Supper for Christian Aid.
Tickets £7. From David, Church, & Village Stores
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHRISTLETON
Coffee Morning
Thursday 28 February at 10.30 am
Methodist Schoolroom
To plan & draw up the rota for the
VILLAGE SUMMER TEAS
Do come & join us
‘the more the merrier’

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHRISTLETON
Annual Lent Lunch
(Including homemade soup)
Thursday 7 March 12 noon – 1.30 pm
Methodist Schoolroom
ALL WELCOME
Proceeds to Christian Aid
14

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!
Saturday 20th APRIL 2013 at 730 pm at Ellesmere Port Civic Hall
ELIJAH, Mendelssohn’s incomparable oratorio
featuring the Wirral Philharmonic Orchestra
EPMS Chorus of 100 singers
Soloists
Conductor Lloyd Buck
Christleton Local History Group
Meeting at Christleton Primary School
Wednesday 27th February 7.30pm
Speaker. Doug Haynes
Changes in Agriculture Practices.
Doug a well known Farmer, Local Historian & Councillor, will give a
fascinating talk about changes in Agricultural practices over many
years, which affect us all in rural communities.
All welcome.

Christleton Wednesday Group

Soup & Sweet Spring Lunch
on Wednesday 27 March,
at Christleton Parish Hall, 12.00 noon.
Ticket £9.00, including a glass of wine,
(available from members or phone Chester 336644)
In aid of Chester Childbirth Appeal
15

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHRISTLETON
Following a successful outing to Shrewsbury in the Autumn, many of us
again joined together to visit the Liverpool Philharmonic Hall on
Saturday 5 January.
Father Paul checked us in at The Pit and we went on to pick up the
“Werburghs” outside St John’s in Chester. The Messiah” – Sacred
Oratorio by George Frideric Handel – was on the programme and was a
complete sell out. We occupied rows H and J in the middle gallery and
had a superb view of the choir and principals, up many stairs, but Liz
managed to get Ron up there.
Laurence Cummings, the Conductor, was a bundle of energy
conducting as well as playing. He bounced up and down like a puppet
on a string, in control of the orchestra and large choir. Sophie
Beavan was a powerful soprano and easily managed the top notes
(when we hold our breath) supported by Jennifer Johnston
mezzo-soprano. James Oxley, tenor, was on a couple of sticks
(accident?) but no problem with his singing – he didn’t need a score
– when he sat down he needed to rest his leg on a spare chair and we
felt a bit sorry for him. Matthew Brook gave an excellent performance
as bass-baritone and the leader of the orchestra was Thelma Handy.
Handel was born in Halle in Germany on 23 February 1685 son of a
barber-surgeon and a parson’s daughter and was intended for a career
in the law.
His father’s hatred of music was so strong that Handel had to smuggle
a clavichord up to the loft so he could practise. After visiting London
and liking the life there he took English nationality in 1726 and
remained in London for the rest of his life. The Messiah had its
premiere in Dublin but on his way there Handel was obliged to stay in
Chester because of bad weather and there is a facsimile of his
manuscript in Chester Cathedral.
16

He died on 14 April 1759 and was buried with great ceremony in
Westminster Abbey fulfilling one of his last wishes. Three thousand
mourners attended his funeral.
Margaret Croston.

SEW QUICK

For all your sewing alteration needs
-bespoke fitting, zips and repairs, small jobs undertaken
Personalised service
Lynanne on 01244 336419/0759 3043 271
- lmalkin@toucansurf.com
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The History File
Frank Latham MBE
It’s sad to report this month that I’ve heard that Frank Latham OBE
has died in a Nursing Home near Malpas aged 88yrs. Frank will not be
known to most of you, but was the person responsible for the establishment of the Local History Group in 1976, and for the co ordination
of research and writing of our first book “Christleton The History of a
Cheshire Village” published in 1979. This was just one of over twenty
village histories for which he was responsible. The new found enthusiasm for local history around the County is something he was immensely proud of. History was once the domain of Professors and experts,
but Frank enabled ordinary, but enthusiastic local people to become
involved in researching their villages past. Just look at the interest
there now is in History in all forms especially on television. People are
so enjoying the revival of what was once regarded as a stuffy subject.
I’m currently giving a series of different illustrated talks to many local
groups and societies and all are enthusiastic to learn about their local
as well as national heritage.
Frank was the Research Organiser & Editor for our first book, and
gathered a group of villagers together, meeting monthly at The (new)
Primary School in Quarry Lane.
The list of researchers of the Christleton Group at this time was;
Barry Dixon Bate, Geoffrey Benyon, Irene Butler, Terry Charlton, Margaret Croston, David Cummings, John Davies, Rayna Dornford May,
Randal J Hibbert, James King, Reg Logan, Monica Magee, A E Marshal,
Revd. Fred Pryce Parry, Charles Smeatham, Barbara Welsby.
The illustrations were by Hilda Wright, Photographs by Stan Paddock &
David Cummings, who also produced the maps.
Special assistance was given to the group by the W.E.A, County & City
Libraries, The Grosvenor Museum, County & City Archivists. Adrian
Bristow, Robert Jones, David Wain, Dr Anthea Brian, Mrs Barbara Redwood, Mrs E Wheeler, Mr P J Thomas and Mrs P Butler.
22

Among the villagers recorded and interviewed were;
Roger Croston, Jim Postons, Herbert Witter, Cliff Boddy, Jim Partington,
Bill Astle, Sid Steventon, Ivy Beech, Miss M A Fountain, K Moss and
Revd. Charles Mack.
The foreword was written by The Duke of Westminster and included
the quote;
“To have maintained the atmosphere and character of Christleton in
these days of urban intervention, is a remarkable feat and a tribute
to all those who live and work in the village today. This is a village
that has withstood the ravages of time and change, through many
centuries, and has emerged as a fine example of our rural heritage in
Cheshire.”
I think that this is still true today, and lets hope that Ben’s excellent
article in the January edition doesn’t come true, and that out delightful
village is not swallowed up into a urban sprawl. DC
PS.
Copies of the original 1979
book Christleton “The Story of a
Cheshire Village” are still available from me. They are excellent value and a rich resource
about the village, and are on
sale for £5.00. Please let me
know on 332410 if you would
like one.
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MEMORIES OF A CHRISTLETON CHOIRBOY
I joined the choir at around the age of 11 because two of my friends,
John and Ken Woolham were already members, not because I had
a singing voice – I’m tone deaf! I did however, end up as Head Boy.
John Woolham went on to be a
policeman in Crewe, Ken had a very good
treble voice and sang most of the choir
solos and he later ecame a professional
singer in London. At the time of joining
the Rector was Alyn Arthur Guest
Williams and the choir master Mr Sutton
who was also the assistant organist in
Chester Cathedral. The choir was made
up of boys and men with a small number
of ladies, who dare I say it, never took
part in the processions and stood at the
back of the men. My memories of some
of the men include my great uncle Bob
Gregory, the famous Cliff Body, Bill
Griffiths (who lived in the cottage now part of John Browns house
opposite the Ring O Bells). He was also Captain of the Bell Ringers.
Sunday services were Morning 11.45, Evening 6.30 with choir practice
on a Thursday evening at 7.30. John, Ken and I would ride our bikes
from Green Lane up Pearl Lane and Old Pearl Lane, passed the Pit to
the church. The first duty on practice night was to light the gas lights
in the church. The organ was the only equipment electrical although
the bellows were still working at the back. Any new choir boy was
invited to sit on the organ stool whilst two others operated the
bellows behind, much to the fright of the new boy. The next job was
to go across to the Rector in the Old Hall for the list of hymns and
psalms for Sunday or any weddings or funerals. Now I must explain,
the Rector was a great character who had served in the First World
War, been gassed which left him with a speech impediment, and
never let us have the hymns etc until we had partaken of at least one
24

glass of sherry and a cigarette. His comment was it would help us
sing. We were paid 2 shillings and six pence for attending a funeral or
wedding. My first memory of a funeral was that of Mr Mayers, a well
known person in the village, when two of us went across to the Rector
to enquire what we would be expected to do. His comments,
remembering he had a great sense of humour, are I think, best kept to
myself! I can however, say they were humorous.
Christmas time was always great. We would go round the village
singing carols, always ending up at Sir Rupert Granger’s house in
Littleton. He was the Rectors Warden and we would be entertained
to mince pies, orange juice for the boys and sherry for the men. We
would then return to the church walking along the road again singing
at the top of our voices. On Christmas morning we always attended
morning service and at two in the afternoon, went back to the church,
pile into the Rectors car to be taken to Heath Lane Hospital to sing to
the
residents. The Rectors car was unusual and old and when driving he
would almost lie down behind the wheel and to this day, I don’t know
how he saw the road going over the bridge by the Trooper – it was very
scary. The residents of Heath Lane were old and many had
dementia and few visitors, but always gave us lots of sweets. It was
around Christmas time that we were paid, the amount being calculated
according to attendance. I think my top amount was one guinea.
The next important time was Easter where we sang Handel’s Halleluiah
Chorus always sung with great gusto and practiced for weeks.
The next important festival was of course, the Village Fete and St James
Sunday. The service was on the church green by the Cannon Garnet
Memorial. Most of the village came together with the Rose Queen and
Sunday school after the service. There were trips up the church tower.
At Harvest Festival the church was full of flowers and vegetables and
always looked great after which we would help distribute boxes to the
village.
/continued on page
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During the summer we boys played cricket against the choir school
and other church choirs. My mother kitted me out with white trousers
and jumper despite the fact that I was scared stiff of the ball and never
made many runs. The sexton of the church was Mr Jones and he lived
in a cottage in the grounds of the Old Hall.
His job was to look
after the church and dig the graves. As the church yard was solid sand
stone, it took Mr Jones about 3 days to dig a grave. I remember the
Rector and Sir Rupert finding two new graves recently dug and sent for
Mr Jones to enquire who they were for. Mr Jones, having recently had
a disagreement with them, calmly said that they were for them or that
was where he hoped they would be.
I also attempted bell ringing but being small & slight I could only ring
the treble bell or the lightest. I did once attempt a heavier bell but
ended up having to be pulled down as I forgot to let go and ended up
about 5 foot off the ground.
These are just a few memories of many happy days in St James Church,
Christleton. Peter Thompson
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WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH
SUNDAY CLUB
Held in the Parish Hall from 10.45 am – 11.45 am each
Sunday during term-time, except when Family Service is held at St.
James. For further details please contact Berenice Kirwan, 336779.
CHRISTLETON METHODIST CHURCH
We meet for Informal Prayers and a Simple Lunch on the first Thursday of each month at 12 noon. All welcome. There is no charge for the
lunch but a donation to cover costs would be appreciated.
CHRISTLETON W. I.
Meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 7.15 pm
in the Parish Hall.
CHESTER FLOWER CLUB
Meetings are held in Christleton Parish Hall on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 1.30pm. Details of any events can be obtained from the Secretary, Mrs Lilian Hopley telephone
Chester 676683.
MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS
Please ensure all items for inclusion in the March edition are sent to Janet
Milton (335469), as soon as possible BEFORE Friday
8 February or you can e-mail this to christletonmag@hotmail.co.uk
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS
The February magazine will be available for collection from Sunday
27th January
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LEPROSY MISSION
Stamp out leprosy!
Please donate your used stamps
so that money can be raised for
Leprosy Mission.
Stamps should be trimmed to
quarter inch border around the
stamp and can be left at the back
of the Church.
PLEASE TELL US....
If you know of any special
birthdays, anniversaries or anyone
celebrating a special occasion,
who is a Parish magazine reader.
Please inform the editor David Bull
AVAILABLE AT
ST. JAMES’ CHURCH
“Loop” system for the hearing
impaired.
Large print books for the visually
impaired and large print weekly
notice sheets
Easy to follow Communion Service
Books for Children
Access for wheelchairs
Please ask any of the Church
wardens or Sidesmen if you need
assistance in anyway
32

CHRISTLETON UNDER-FIVES
COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP
Registered Charity 1022817
Christleton under fives is an
established pre-school playgroup
attracting children from a wide
area. It enjoys good and well
founded links with Christleton
Primary School. Children from the
age of 2 1/2 years until school
age are accepted. Please contact
the Supervisor, Carole Penny, on
01244 336586 for further
details.
MOBILE LIBRARY VAN SERVICE
We call every TWO WEEKS.
WEEK 1.
Quarry Lane at 3.15 to 6.00pm.
WEEK 2
Quarry Lane at 11.30 to 12.15pm.
Our NEW telephone is Chester
973700.
READERS
Please remember to support our
magazine advertisers and mention
where you have read their name

Parish Registers
The Funeral Service.
10th Frank Williams Orchard Manor Nursing Home, Acres Lane, Upton 87yrs
“Grant them eternal rest”

Offertories.
Dec 2012.
Cash
159-14
2nd
9th
336-60
88.10
16th
1,123.22
23rd
132-50
30th
Totals

C.S.E.
660-50
526-00
504-00
503-50
471-50

2012
819-64
692-60
592-10
1,626-72
604-00
£4,335-10

2011
754.10
774-19
893-21
2,097.11

£4,518-61

“Of your own do we give you”
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES, CHRISTLETON
SUNDAYS

8.00 a.m.
10.45 a.m.

6.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS 10.45 a.m.
SAINT’S DAYS
9.30 a.m.

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
Mattinns
Evensong
Evening Communion
Songs of Praise
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

st

rd

1 & 3 Sundays
nd
2 Sunday
th
th
4 & 5 Sundays
st
nd
rd
1 , 2 & 3 Sundays
th
4 Sunday
th
5 Sunday
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