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JOTTINGS FOR JUNE
Wed
Fri

1
10.45 am
3
(332234)

United Communion followed by refreshments
NB: Last day for contributions to July magazine, preferably earlier, to David Bull

Sun

5

Mon

6

Wed

8

The Second Sunday After Trinity
Holy Communion - Order 2
Sunday School - Parish Hall
Parish Communion - Order 1
The Crew Youth Group - Parish Hall
Evensong followed by refreshments
Prayer Link Road: White Lane
Neighbourhood Link: Janet Milton
Holy Communion at Tarvin Court Nursing Home
Holy Communion at Oaklands Nursing Home
Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
Holy Communion at Birch Heath Lodge Nursing Home
Faith and Worship Committee - Rectory
“The Passion of Our Lord” - Cathedral
Presented by Melanesian Brothers

8.00 am
10.30 am
10.45 am
6.00 pm
6.30 pm
10.45 am
11.30 am
10.45 am
11.30 am
7.45 pm

Thur 9
Fri 10

Parish weekend at Grasmere
Sun

12

Mon

13

Wed
Thur

15
16

Sun

19

Tues 21
Wed 22
Sat 25

Sun

26

Wed

29

8.00 am
10.45 am
6.00 pm
6.30 pm
2.00 pm
2.30 pm
7.45 pm
10.45 am
7.45 pm

8.00 am
10.30 am
10.45 am
6.00 pm
6.30 pm
8.00 am
10.45 am

8.00 am
10.30 am
10.45 am
6.00 pm
6.30 pm
10.45 am

The Third Sunday After Trinity
Holy Communion - Order 1
Family Service - followed by refreshments
The Crew Youth Group - Parish Hall
Evensong
Prayer Link Road: Windmill Lane
Neighbourhood Link: Pat Hodges
Mothers’ Union - Parish Hall
PCC Standing Committee - Rectory
Stewardship Committee - Lady Chapel
Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
Pastoral and Outreach Committee - Bridge Drive
The Fourth Sunday After Trinity
Holy Communion - Order 1
Sunday School – Parish Hall
Parish Communion - Order 1
The Crew Youth Group - Parish Hall
Evensong
Prayer Link Road: Woodﬁelds
Neighbourhood Link: Joyce Rydings and Betty Ellis
Parish Ramble Group leaves Church car park for Peak District
Holy Communion - followed by refreshments.
Village Fete

The Fifth Sunday After Trinity
Holy Communion - Order 1
Sunday School - Parish Hall
Matins
The Crew Youth Group - Parish Hall
United Songs of Praise - St James’
Prayer Link Road: Badgers Close
Neighbourhood Link: June Hulmes
Holy Communion - followed by refreshments

The Rector’s Letter
Dear Friends

The Silence of the Bells
Have you missed the Church clock chiming and the bells ringing? I heard of one family who are all missing them, and
cannot get used to the silence of the bells. I have heard of others, who live near a Church clock, or have a chiming clock
at home, who cannot sleep properly away from home without the familiar pattern of sound. In his book, “Trumpet in the
Morning”, Stuart Blanch, the former Archbishop of York, wrote:- “The Devil was once asked what he missed most after he
was cast out from heaven. He thought for a moment and replied:- “I miss most the sound of the trumpet in the morning.”
Stuart Blanch went on to describe the routine of early bells, square bashing and seemingly irrational regulations when he
was in the RAF, and how he longed to have a pass to get away. As soon as he did, however, he missed that ﬁxed routine.
The truth is that we all need structure in our lives, and without ‘markers’ to remind us, we are in danger of ignoring or
forgetting, important concerns. One example of this is the church’s year. I love the rhythm of the church’s year and how
it ﬁts in with the seasons of nature. I believe that by following through the pattern of God’s purpose from Creation to the
Fall, to Election and Prophecy, to Advent and Christmas, then through the ‘events’ of Jesus’ life, his teaching, suffering, and
death on the cross to Easter and Ascension through to Pentecost and ﬁnally Trinity, we ensure we do not get ‘hooked’ on
some aspects of our faith, to the exclusion of others. After Trinity we now go through the different aspects of the life of the
Church to remind us of where we are, the task before us and the goal towards which we move. Even remembering Saints’
Days through the year, ensures we remember the different facets of Christ illuminated in each of them as our example, often
in conjunction with their place in the Calendar. Without this pattern or these markers our faith is in danger of being centred
in our perceptions and predilections, instead of being centred on God in Christ. Obviously there is a danger in patterns
and routines becoming an object in themselves, or simply ‘vain repetition’, but to dismiss them because of that, leaves us
without structure. We need, in all things, a blend of freedom and the law, routine and spontaneity, rhythm and innovation.
Hopefully, by mid-June the bells will no longer be silent and the Church clock will again chime the hours. Perhaps the
silence of the bells can remind us of their value and purpose. As we hear the Church clock chime the hours may that
remind us that every hour is God’s gift to us, to be used to the full. As every year is ‘Anno Domini’ – the year of our
Lord – so may every hour and every minute be seen as the time God has given to us and that God has created the
world in such an ordered pattern that we can depend on its reliability and constancy. So with the church bells. Our
thanks to the team of ringers (who are always looking for new volunteers!). As the bells ring for Sunday worship, they
are not only a messenger, but a message in themselves. They ring to call us to worship, and to invite us to join in the
ceaseless cycle of praise. But the bells are themselves a ringing out of God’s praise to the whole community. They
not only call the faithful to worship, they are a message to the whole community that whether they are there or not,
worship is being offered on their behalf. As the bells ring out from the Church in the centre of Christleton, that gives
an audible and visible reminder that God is at the heart of our community, and wants to be at the heart of our life.
Perhaps as the silence of the bells is ended, we may welcome their return with new meaning and purpose.
Yours sincerely

Prayer of the Month:

David Adam

Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the Universe
By your word the evening comes
By your power the day dawns.
You are the Lord of the tides and seasons
You have set the stars in the sky
You have placed a limit on the sea.
In your love you created all things
By your love all has been redeemed
Through your love all creation is sustained.
Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the Universe. Amen.
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On the 3rd April 7 members of the Crew headed for Shefﬁeld to 90
acres of open country side, views to die for, a massive pond and 60
other young people. The crew went to the Oakes for their Retreat.
Over the 4 days they were there they did climbing, ropes course,
archery, snooker and pool, football, wide games, campﬁre, craft and
Bible studies. Over the 4 days the bible studies were about how
much Jesus loves each and everyone of us so much, he died for us.
The retreat was very signiﬁcant for the young people and great
friendships have grown from the Oakes, not just with other members
of the crew, but also with other people they met at the Oakes.

I liked the ropes course and
the archery and the wall.
(George)
The Oakes was really good because I got
to meet loads of really cool new people.
(Helen)
I enjoyed the activities, especially the wall
and the ropes course. Bible studies were
more fun than I thought it would be.
I made new friends. I played pool which I love.
I really liked the dorm leaders, they were well fun.
(Sara-Louise)

I enjoyed doing the wall. I also loved falling off
the ropes course. Making new friends was great fun.
I popped the balloon in the archery which was really good.
I was camper of the day which meant my dorm had a treat.
We got to paint our nails and we put face masks on.
(Jennie)
The oakes was really great fun because there was lots to do.
(Jack)

The Oakes was really good. They had brilliant activities
And great food. I enjoyed the climbing wall and the post
Box game. I also made loads of new friends. The Bible
Studies we did were more interesting than I thought
They would be. I would recommend everyone should go
to the Oakes. Everyone there was friendly and kind.
(Katie)
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NORTH WEST IN
BLOOM 2005

Parish Registers for April 2005

C

hristleton
Parish Council
has entered
our Village for the
North West in Bloom
Competition 2005.

Baptism
10th
Sophie Jane Wade daughter of Ian & Karine Wade
6 Derby Place, Hoole.
10th
Michael Thomas Wright son of Paul & Lisa Wright
5 Sutherland Way, Vicars Cross.
17th
Jack Theo Willson son of Jonathan & Sara Willson
6 Wyndham Crescent, Great Sutton.

Janet Brown.

MOTHERS UNION

“We welcome you to the Lords Family”
The Funeral Service.
3rd
Brenda May Hampton “Breneric” Littleton Lane, Littleton.
(Burial of ashes)
11th
Jessie Alma Dutton Oaklands Nursing Home, Littleton.
22nd Kenneth Charles Wilson 5 Norton Road, Vicars Cross.
25th
Harry Kelsall Evans Windmill House, Windmill Lane, Christleton.
“Rest eternal grant unto them”

Offertories
April

Cash

CSE

2005

2004

3rd

123.23

546.60

669.83

1013.37

10th

301.46

534.00

835.46

1754.80

17th

323.10

533.00

856.10

755.91

24th

202.50

618.50

821.00

766.02

£3,182.39

£4290.10

Totals

M

embers were invited to
join our link Mothers Union
- All Saints, New Brighton
for a visit on 12 May. We had a
lovely time and enjoyed a super
tea and great hospitality from our
new friends at New Brighton, and
we look forward to seeing them
often during the next two years.
In July we are arranging an
afternoon outing to Erddig by
Wrexham. If anyone would like
to join us there are plenty of seats
available on the coach and they
would be very welcome to come.
Our next meeting will be on Monday
13 June when we will have a speaker.

“Of your own do we give you"

H

D

ARWOOD
PARTNERSHIP

BUILDERS & FITTED KITCHEN SPECIALIST
TAILOR MADE KITCHENS TO SUIT EVERY NEED

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN &
INSTALLATION OF KITCHEN FURNITURE
FREE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND ADVISORY SERVICE
EXTENSIVE RANGE OF APPLIANCES TO CHOOSE
FROM - ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS

ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE ASSURED
CONTACT: KEITH HARDING
31 OAKLANDS
GUILDEN SUTTON
CHESTER
CH3 7HE
Fax: 01244 301605

Tel: 01244 301605
Mobile 07889 428262
E-mail

keith@hardingk.fsnet.
co.uk
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MOTORING OFFENCES
Guidance and
court representation
for
all types of motoring offences
Call the experts

Owain Rhys Williams
Solicitors
01244 336604
24 Hour 07693 333870
PO Box 3284,
Chester CH3 7ZR
3

A Place to Visit
Hockenhull Platts & The Roman Bridges.

T

he bridges are known locally as “ The Roman Bridges” and it is certain that there were bridges there at
the time of the Roman occupation of Chester. However these were probably constructed from timber and
were in use until the late 15th C. When work was being done to underpin the present stone structures
in the 1940’s some earlier timber post construction (probably roman) was exposed. The three stone bridges
that can be seen today were constructed around about 1470 and are typical pack horse bridges, with a single
arch construction. They are connected by a causeway of over 250 metres, built of earth, clay and topped with
sets or cobbles. This enabled travellers along the old highway from Chester to London, to cross the marshland
surrounding the various courses of the River Gowy in comparative comfort. We know that the route was in
active use in the 13thC, as the Black Princes’ Register contains reference to the maintaining of the bridges
at Hockenhull. In fact the Prince ruled the County of Chester until 1355, and it is recorded that he paid twenty
shillings for the upkeep of the bridges in that year; “a grant of 20 shillings for the repair of the bridge of Hokenhull”

T

he Black Prince as Prince of Wales & Earl of Chester, had good reason to keep the road in good repair, as he
would travel along the highway from London to Chester, often in a great hurry, to obtain money and men from the
rich landowners of Cheshire to enable him to ﬁght battles overseas. The Battle of Crecy was one such battle in 1346.

I

t’s said that the servant from the nearby Hockenhull Hall, a lady called Grace Trigg haunts the bridges, after
being beheaded in trying to save the family silver from being melted down into coin to pay the parliamentarian
soldiers. This act is commemorated by the naming of the nearby public house, as “The Headless Woman”
The area around the bridges is also described by Celia Fiennes the “Lady on the White Horse from
Banbury Cross” in 1685, who was in effect one of the ﬁrst travel writers. She writes in her journal:
“ I went 3 miles on a caussey through much wood; its from Nantwich to Chester Town 14 long miles
the wayes being deep; its much on enclosures and I passed by severall large pooles of waters but what
I wondered at was that tho this shire is remarkable for a great deale of greate Cheeses and Dairys, I did
not see more than 20 0r 30 cowes in a troope feeding, but on enquiry ﬁnd the custome of the country is
to joyn their milking together of a whole village, and so make their greate cheeses, and so it goes round.”
David Cummings.
4
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WORLDWIDE NEWS

S

cott and Margaret Smith with their three children, Rachel,
Cristina and Andrew have moved from Spain to continue
their work with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Equatorial
Guinea. They write of the challenges and rewards of life there:
Challenges
“ Health - from Nov 03 to Mar 04 we dealt with 6 cases of malaria in our
family. During the same period in 04-05 we’ve only had two malaria cases,
but instead we’ve struggled with boils. Three of us have had them on
the head, the back, and even in the ear….painful and time consuming.
In December, Andrew was diagnosed with ﬁlaria (treatment was completed on 7th
January). In March we found an eight inch “travelling worm” under the skin of his leg (currently under treatment).
Other interesting parasites include: sand fleas that burrow into the feet and have to be
removed. Biting flies that spend all day nipping the skin off our poor dog’s ears. Black
flies that lay eggs in damp laundry, which can hatch and burrow under the skin when one
wears the damp clothes. This can be prevented by ironing - when there is electricity!!
Electricity and Equipment Failure - During January, we had a total of 25 hours of city electricity (we
knew things could not get much worse). During February we totalled just 2 hours (no problem if
you have your own generator). Later in December, our old Chinese generator broke down. (But
not to worry, we were able to buy a new Japanese model, which ran like a charm) The following
January, our charming new Japanese generator broke down. (No problems. We can still use our
computers as long as we have solar panels and batteries). In February Scott’s computer died!!
Rewards - We made it through another dry season (no more rationing) and with the rainy
season comes more electricity, giving us renewed appreciation for abundant water and a house
lit up with more than just candles. In March we obtained the parts and ﬁxed both generators.
This month we have a new translation consultant joining our team with 30 years experience in Latin America.
We have obtained funding from oil companies, and have printed 15,000 AIDS brochures and 15,000
INFANT DYSENTRY brochures, each in 4 languages. These two health problems are the major
causes of death of adults (AIDS) and children (DYSENTRY). B printing in local languages, we
help people learn to read, in preparation for having translated Scriptures in their own language.
We are so grateful for the committed team of prayer and ﬁnancial partners that God has given us.

gordon brown
Corgi Registered Gas Installer

❑
❑
❑

Plumbing and Central Heating
Installations and Repairs
Boiler Replacements

Sandiway,
Plough Lane,
Christleton
Telephone 01244 335785
Christleton Parish Magazine June, 2005

WILLINGTON HALL HOTEL
and HAMILTONS
BANQUETING SUITE
now available for
Weddings, Dinners,
Conferences, Parties
and any special Occasions
Diana & Stuart Begbie
Willington, Tarporley
01829 752321
enquiries@willingtonhall.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF CHESTER
CATHEDRAL
Midsummer Soirée
June 24th 2005
7.30 – 9.30 pm
At Saighton Grange, the home of Abbey Gate College
by kind permission of the Headmaster

S

troll in the extensive formal gardens, dance, or just listen
to music from the 1920’s onwards, played by the college
band
The Saighton Syncopators
Director Stewart Smith
(ex Cathedral Chorister and Lay Clerk)

Maypole Dancing
Short demonstration, you are invited to have a go – instruction
given!
Originally the residence of the Abbots of Chester
Part of the Westminster Estates since the 1800s and home of
Sally Duchess of Westminster until 1975
Mr Stewart Smith will give a short history of the Grange during
the refreshment break
Strawberries and Cream
Tickets on sale from Cathedral Shop or from Mr N Fray
Secretary of the Friends, 12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU
Tel – 01244.500958

F

ormer Chorister at this Cathedral, Inigo Dominic Byrne, will
be releasing his ﬁrst CD on 9 May. The album is called ‘My
World’ and is a mix of contemporary and classical songs,
produced by Phil Pickett (formerly of Sailor and Culture Club)
and features the Soweto Gospel Choir, the London Metropolitan
Orchestra and Fairport Convention. Details can be found at www.
inigobyrne.co.uk.

Painters and Decorators

Lansdowne, Roadside,
Christleton, Chester
Tel: (01244) 335454
Mobile: 07778777145

Established 75 years

A Beautiful Range of
Fireplaces by
F. J. Proud & Sons
• VICTORIAN CAST &
MARBLE & WOODEN
SURROUNDS
• LIVING FLAME GAS FIRES
IN NATURAL WOOD OR LPG
• MULTIFUEL & GAS STOVES
•BRASSWARE & ACCESORIES
• COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE
• CALOR GAS SHOP
OPEN 6 DAYS
8.30am - 5.30pm
Contact

CHESTER
01244 325506

27/29 Christleton Road
Chester, CH3 5UF

CARPET EDGING
Turn your offcuts and
remnants into quality
edged carpet rugs

Nigel de Winton
"Hackwood", Whitchurch
Road, Christleton,
Chester, CH3 6AE
Telephone/Fax 01244
335633
Professional and Quality
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RAY WATTS
Qualiﬁed Electrician
Semi Retired

Y
R
R
E
M
SAINT
W

ho? Have you heard of this Saint? We hadn’t until we
went to Paris recently. Our small hotel of 12 rooms and no
restaurant, TV or radio was named St Merry. It was built in the
1700s and had interesting features – walls of big blocks of stone, huge
beams in the ceilings and one room even had ﬂying buttresses over
the bed! It is built into the next door Church of St Merry and at one time
was the Church presbytery and, after that, a bordello until the 1960’s.

T

he church stands at the crossing of the old Roman road running
north and south, the present day rue Saint Martin, and the east-west
axis traced today by the rue de la Verrerie and the rue Saint Honore.
The modern Pompidou Centre is close by. It derives its name from
the 8th century Abbot MEDERICUS from the great Abbey of Autun
who went to Paris on a pilgrimage and stayed - dying there later.
During the last Norman siege of Paris in 884, Medericus, also known
as Merry, was proclaimed Patron Saint of the Right Bank. Saint Merry
counted among its parishioners EDMUND OF ABINGON who was to
become Archbishop of CANTERBURY. The present church was built
between 1500 and 1550. It displays an original feature which it shares
with Notre Dame, having a choir and nave of the same length. In fact the
church was previously called Notre Dame La Petite. The style is sixteenth
century Gothic. The great organ was reconstructed in 1791 and the organ
case dates back to the 17th century. The bell tower houses the oldest
bell in Paris, cast in 1331 and it survived destruction in the Revolution.

R

esponsibility for the extensive activities that now make up this pastoral
centre is shared by a team of priests and lay men and women to
try to make Saint Merry a meeting place that offers information, helpful
advice and counsel where needed. A team of volunteers ensures that a
member of the Saint Merry community is in the church every afternoon
to meet and welcome passers by and we were made very welcome.
Another team organises free concerts and all kinds of music – these
are held on Saturdays at 9 pm and Sundays at 4 pm. Over the years
the centre has built up close contacts with other Christian communities
in Latin America, Eastern Europe, Africa and Asia. Efforts are made
to meet, understand and support oppressed foreigners and to share
their concerns, struggles, hopes and prayers, with understanding.
Alf and Margaret Croston.
Christleton Parish Magazine June, 2005

Showers
Domestic Repairs
Security Lighting
Extra and Replacement
Lighting
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

White Walls
Village Road
Bed & Breakfast

In the Heart of the Village

Ensuite central heating
Colour TV
Tea & coffee making facilities
Full English breakfast
Please call
Brian & Hilary
Or drop in for coffee

Tel / fax: 01244 336033
E-mail

Richard
Nicholson
Just hundreds
of old maps
and prints at
www.antiquemaps.com
Stoneydale
Pepper Street
Christleton
Chester
CH3 7AG
Tel: 01244 336004
Fax 01244 336138
e-mail
richard@antiquemaps.
com
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Christleton Parish
Hall

available for Meetings, Parties, Functions etc,
occasional or regular use.
The Hall has wheelchair access
and specially Please
adapted
facilities.
contact
the Booking Secretary,

David Mercer 336155

Please telephone between 10.00am and 8.00pm
Monday to Saturday

PETER GRIME
Established
19 years
SPECIALIST IN TIMBER FENCNG
AND GATES •LANDSCAPING
DRAINAGE PROBLEMS • STONE
WALLS • LAYING OF FLAGS
• BUILDING OF HA-HA WALLS
• PREPARING & LAYING OF DRIVES
• GARDEN MAINTENANCE
EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP

All the above at Reasonable Rates
Telephone 01244 336661
COTTON HALL FARM, COTTON EDMUNDS, CHESTER

JENNIE’S CATERING

Too busy to cook?
Or perhaps you are thinking
of planning a party. Why not
try our freezer food? We have
menus for you to choose from;
and the food is delivererd to
your door.
OR

If you have a party planned
and need friendly help and
advice

Congratulations to
Brian & Margaret
Macklin on their Golden
Wedding on 25 June.

Full Heating Systems,
Boilers, Radiators, Bathrooms, Showers, Cylinders, Taps, Tanks,
Burst Pipes, Repairs
FREE ESTIMATES

POST EARLY FOR
JULY
PARISH MAGAZINE
Early closing date for July magazine

D

ue to June holidays
of your editorial staff
we have had to bring
the closing date for the July
magazine forward to June
3rd. Any items received after
that date will not appear
until the August magazine.
Whilst apologising for any
inconvenience, we wish a happy
summer to all our readers!
David Bull

CALL 01244 330090
For our latest set of

BUFFET
FINGER BUFFET
and
COCKTAIL MENUS
8

BEAVER HEATING
& PLUMBING
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Ian Grocott
Tel: 01244 335190
Mob: 07958
694845

Mark Smith
7 Seater
Mercedes Taxi

Wheelchair
accessible
· Airports ·
Weddings
For advance
bookings
Tel: 07831 861360

WORLDWIDE NEWS

D

ebbie Simpson is from Northern Ireland and has spent time training
f o r h e r l a b o r a t o r y w o r k i n H o p i t a l y Va o v a o M a h a f a l y ‘ G o o d
N e w s H o s p i t a l ’ i n M a n d r i t s a r a , M a d a g a s c a r.
She writes:
“ I received a book as a Christmas gift from friends in N. Ireland. Due to the
somewhat dubious postal service between the UK and Madagascar, it arrived
mid-February. The question on the front of the book asks “What on earth am
I here for?” It arrived at a time when I was asking myself the same question!
After almost three years of haematology training, two years at Bible College, a TEFL (Teaching
English as a Foreign Language) Course, seven months learning French and four months learning
Malagasy (the local language). I arrived in Mandritsara to ﬁnd that I am strangely ….’unprepared’!!
What am I doing here? I am meeting aspects of haematology down my microscope
that were just in the text books in Edinburgh. Bible College opened my eyes to God’s
mission to the world but I need to be reminded sometimes of why my part in that has to
be here and not in N. Ireland. And language preparations…what language preparations?
Altogether, I have the names of 45 people who want to learn English. The abilities range
widely from those who wrote nothing on the test (apart from their names at the top) to
those who speak English very well. Most people in Mandritsara and outlying villages
speak neither French nor the Ofﬁcial Malagasy that I learned, but the ‘Tsimihety’ dialect!!
What are you doing there? This is the question I put to the ants who are ﬂeeing
for their lives out of my breakfast cereal in the mornings. The laboratory’s resident
frog who spends his days on top of my fridge hiding behind the leaves of a plant
and his evenings exploring the expanse of the lab. The cockroaches who think
they have ‘right of way’ in our kitchen at night. The neighbour’s dogs who, during
the hours of darkness take up residence in our yard, and the mosquitoes who
haven’t yet understood the concept of staying outside my mosquito net at night!
Praise God for friendships that I have and the support that each friend provides.
Pray for an openness to learn, especially the Tsimihety language, for good
relationships both with Malagasies and with the international team working
here, for vaccination programmes, for the 1000 analyses done each week
without automated equipement, and for safety in travel by Helimission.
Thank you for your partnership in this ministry and for ‘doing what you are doing there.’

ROCK HOUSE
DENTAL PRACTICE

DUTTON & HALLMARK
FUNERAL SERVICES
– Proprietor: E.S. Dutton –

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

Village Road, Christleton

Chester’s Oldest Established Independent Family Business
and not associated with any other
company, national or International

Pamela Benson
B.D.S.
Damian Murphy
B.D.S.

Tel: (01244) 310966 (24 hours)

80 Faulkner Street,
Hoole, Chester CH2 3BQ

and hygienists

Arrangements
made at home if preferred
at no extra cost

❒ All treatments available

adapted for the disabled
❒ Special interest in cosmetic
and preventative dentistry

☎ 01244 332162

Members of the Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors
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NATURE NEWS

H

ockenhull Platts and the area around the bridges has been alive
with migrant visitors this month, and has been well worth a visit.
Species such as tawny owl, little owl, cuckoo, snipe, whimbrel were
seen and heard. There were singing warblers such as willow, grasshopper,
sedge, and reed, together with blackcap, whitethroat, chiff chaff and
several pair of reed bunting. Green and greater spotted woodpeckers
were heard laughing and drumming respectively. Yellowhammers and tree
sparrows are breeding there again, a welcome return after many years,
and the rare wheatear was a recent visitor. Evening visitors are likely to
see the barn owl ﬂying in its ghost like way around the meadows, and
birds of prey breeding there include the kestrel, sparrowhawk and buzzard.
Swallows, house martins and swifts are back on schedule in the village, some
occupying the same nest sites that they occupied or were born in last year. The
swallows and martins can be seen ﬂying low over the Pit or canal collecting
insects to feed from, or mud to build or secure their nests. The fast ﬂying
swifts arrived in Christleton within a day of their average date, 7th May, and
these most intriguing of birds nest in and around the Woodﬁelds area of the
village. They appear to scream as they ﬂy around the village, and are larger
and darker than the swallows and martins. They mate and sleep on the wing,
and collect thousands of ﬂies in one feeding run, to present their young in their
roof eve nest sites, with a ball of food. Once they’ve bred, they feed up ready
to ﬂy back to their wintering sites in Africa around the beginning of August.
A common sandpiper was a very interesting sighting along the canal near
Rowton Bridge, on the same day as a bright yellow brimstone butterﬂy
ﬂew past. The mute swans on The Pit have produced seven delightful
cygnets, over the weekend of the 6th/7th May, a welcome increase on
last year, when they only produced three. These apparently healthy
cygnets died within a week of moving to the canal. Lets hope that the
family stay at the Pit this year, as the cob is suffering increasingly from
a severe hip injury, and ﬁnds it difﬁcult to walk. A number of people have
expressed their concerns about this, but he has had this problem for four
years and the RSPCA vets have been unable to do anything to help.
David Cummings.
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THANKS

G

Photograph: DorothyCheckley

rateful thanks to everyone
who supported the
Methodists efforts on Saturday
7th May to help send Elizabeth
Arden to Africa. £960 was raised.

L
Christleton
Driving School

Quality tuition from friendly,
expert instructors. (Department of Transport Licensed)
Modern dual control cars
Nervous drivers encouraged

All at lower cost!
Tel: 01244 335184

HOUSE OF COLOUR

DRAKES BARBERS
of CHRISTLETON

CLOTHES YOU IN CONFIDENCE
A PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED COLOUR
ANALYST AND IMAGE CONSULTANT
CAN HELP DISCOVER THE

Open
TUESDAY to SATURDAY
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Saturday 1.30pm)

A VISIT TO YOUR CONSULTANT WILL:
SHOW YOU HOW TO LOOK
GOOD ALL THE TIME
ENABLE YOU TO DEVELOP
YOUR OWN STYLE
INCREASE YOUR SELFCONFIDENCE AND BOOST
SELF-ESTEEM
SAVE TIME & MONEY ON FUTURE
PURCHASES AND ENABLE YOU TO GET
THE MOST OUT OF FEWER CLOTHES BUT
HAVE MORE TO WEAR

Special Rates for Kids,
Students and Senior Citizens
Appointments not always
necessary
Tel: 01244 332660
Village Road
Christleton

Christleton Parish Magazine June, 2005

REAL YOU!

Find out more from your colour
and image consultant
Sylvia Thompson
The Covert
Littleton Lane
Chester, CH3 7DJ
Tel 01244 336383
Gift Vouchers available from £5
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Christleton
twinned with

HOLLYWOOD!
(For one day only)
th

Saturday 25 June 2005
To be celebrated with a

Village
Fete
at the Primary School, 1.30 pm
(Parade leaves village green @ 1 pm)

Fancy Dress Theme:

‘My Favourite Film Star’
(Prizes for best Adults & Children’s
costumes)
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PARISH
RAMBLING
(Tuesday)Group
Tuesday 21st June
The Peak District; Monsal
Dale and the River
Wye. 8 miles Moderate.
Leave Church Car park at
8.00am. Pub meal at ﬁnish.
Monsal Dale is one of the
most beautiful dales in the
Peak. We follow the river
Wye, cross the limestone
dale, and return via the old
railway line that once served
the area, to a spectacular
viaduct across the valley.

CHRISTLETON W.I.
Come and join Christleton WI
At a
COFFEE MORNING
In aid of the
WALES AIR AMBULANCE
At THE OLD FARM
On SATURDAY 18TH JUNE
10 am – 12 noon
Cakes/Rafﬂe/Plants/Bring &
Buy
£1.50 Coffee and Home made
Goodies
All Welcome

LOCAL EVENTS DIARY

Make a note in your diary

Christleton Village Show
Is on Saturday 9th July
In Christleton Parish Hall

T

his annual event is the main occasion in the village when the skills and abilities in
our village community can be seen and appreciated. As in previous years we’ve
listened to comments made after last years show and made changes to reﬂect
changing interests so there are some new categories as well as the old favourites.
Hanging Baskets is once again on the list and anyone in Christleton can join
in, and you don’t need to be an expert. The theme this year is “SPORT” and
the Theme Trophy will go to the exhibit(s) which best portray this. There are a
number of items on the schedule which are marked *** signifying the Sport theme.
Schedules will be available from Paul Jackson at the Post Ofﬁce after Easter so get a
schedule, choose some categories and start planting, sewing, painting etc. etc. whatever is
your thing. It doesn’t cost much, is great fun and you could win a trophy – there are lots of them.
If you have any queries or if you would like to help on
the day (PLEASE) ring any of the committee below.
David or Beryl Cummings - 332410, Janet Brown – 335785. Charles Smeatham
– 335209. Margaret Croston – 335955 - Sue Haywood – 0l829 74l8l4, Chris Marsland
– 335424,June Pearson - 335l0l, Judith Butt – 335296, Iris Foster, Sue Rees.

CHRISTLETON
GARDENING CLUB
The next meeting will take place
on 13 June with an outing to
Arley Hall.

CHRISTLETON W.I.
MONTHLY WHIST DRIVE
Meet in the Parish Hall on
the last Wednesday of the
month at 2pm. All welcome.

OPEN HOUSE GROUPS
The Monday Afternoon Group
meet on the 4th Monday of the
month at the home of Rena Grifﬁths,
24 Hawthorn Road, Christleton. Contact Margaret Bass
(335517) for further information.

T

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS

he July magazine will be available for collection
from Church on Sunday 26th June 2005.
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Parish Magazine
Editor Sacked!

I

t hardly seems like 25 years since Archdeacon Anthony
Nind, then chaplain to St Andrew’s church in Zurich sidled
up to me with the loaded question “do you write articles?”
To cut a long story short he had this ploy of trying to liven-up
the well-printed but dull-as-ditch-water loss-making magazine
of that church. Next month he wrote, “hold on to your hats
we are taking off!” Take off we did, with new title, new format,
new printing method and new content. The result seemed to
please, circulation rose massively and we had this excellent
deal, for an editor, that Anthony would take the “ﬂack” (as he
so enchantingly and correctly called it) but I would be passed
any credit! Back at St James’ only some 18 years ago we made
changes too, perhaps more in the line of evolution rather than
revolution but, due in no small part to Richard Nicholson who
compiles our magazine, we have moved a long way from the
Roneod pink peril of yester year. Peter too has very kindly
shielded me from ﬂack whilst passing any positive remarks
straight on.

nicholas
harvey
an

AVEDA

concept salon
Hairdressing
Colour and cutting
specialist
Hair Care
Skin Care
and Make-up

T

his came into focus when I read the article in The Times
of 22nd April concerning an editor who, it seemed, had
ultimately not been so protected. .It seems that Dr Nick
Morley took over the editorship of the parish magazine “The
Chronicle”, which is circulated about 12 villages in Camborne,
west Cornwall. He was determined to attract a wider and also
a younger readership. He renamed the WI page “News from
the WI fronts”. He also started a column supposedly written by
a reader’s dog, ran a spoof report of an annual village witchhunt and introduced an “agony uncle” who discussed whether
local women faked their sneezes. Other indiscretions included
a situations vacant advertisement for MI6 and a photograph of
a ﬂoral display credited to Rt Hon B.A.Boon! The result it seems
was spectacular. Half of the 550 subscribers immediately
cancelled their subscriptions but the last straw for readers was
when Dr Morley printed “cut-and-keep miniature celebratory
underpants on the front cover as a special tribute to the WI.
Their magazine is now looking for a new editor – a sense of
humour is not necessarily required.
Meanwhile, with a touch of compassion for his Cornish
colleague, your editor hangs in by the skin of his teeth - and
hopes that Peter will continue to “take the ﬂack”.
(Many thanks to Pat Hawkes who drew the article to my
attention)
David Bull

Opening Hours

ﬁrst appointment: 9.15am(sat. 8.30.am)
last appointment: 5.00pm (thurs. 7.00pm)

village road,
christleton, chester CH3 7AS
Tel. 01244 335210
ABERSOCH – HOLIDAY HOME

IVY COTTAGE

SLEEPS 4/6
Available for weekend and
weekly bookings

Comfortable maisonette in the
centre of Abersoch with fully
equipped kitchen.
Popular location
for sailing and
water sports.
Fabulous beaches
within easy walking distance.

Private enclosed patio garden and
terrace with lovely harbour views.
For availability ring Julie Bellis

Tel: 01244 332128
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CHRISTLETON CRICKET
CLUB

C

hristleton 1st X1 have had a mixed start to the season and are currently 5th
in the Cheshire Premier League. The highlight of the season, so far, was a
victory over Boughton Hall CC. To play against Boughton Hall, never mind
beating them, would have been unthinkable during the last 50 years. Undoubtedly,
Sid Dandy, Gordon Williams, Dave Evans and other past players would have loved
to witness the success achieved by our village cricket team over the last ﬁve years.

T

he first team were also winners of the Boughton Hall Knock Out – postponed
from last season due to bad weather. It was a comfortable win over Barrow CC.
The 2nd X1 are currently in 4th place and the 3rd X1 are 5th in their respective leagues.

T

he under 13’s enjoyed a ﬁne victory over Tattenhall. There were good performances
from Richard Sissons, Daniel Jackson and Andrew Dunbavand. The future of
Christleton CC looks promising with such outstanding juniors.
Junior coaching continues on Mondays & Fridays. Contact Brian - 332326
We

would

like

to

thank

the

following

sponsors

for

May:

Simon Watt Smith
RKQ 82
Seven Swans a Swimming

Osprey
windows

Manufacturers and Installers of Quality

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

Building our business on recommendation.
Speak to a company partner today.

Freephone 0500 25 24 24

Unit 4, White Lane Depot, Christleton,
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Photograph: David Cummings

even cygnets were born
on The Pit at Christleton
during the ﬁrst week of May,
2005. Later in the month they were
escorted to the canal by the Rector,
Peter Lee and his wife Fiona.
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LEPROSY MISSION
Stamp out leprosy!
Please donate your used stamps
so that money can be raised for
Leprosy Mission. Stamps should
be trimmed to quarter inch border
around the stamp, and can be left
at the back of Church.
PLEASE TELL US…
If you know of any special birthdays,
anniversaries or anyone celebrating
a special occasion, who is a Parish
Magazine reader, please inform the
editor, David Bull.
AVAILABLE AT ST JAMES
CHURCH
“Loop” system, for the hearing impaired
Large print books for the visually
impaired & large print weekly notice
sheets
Easy to follow Communion Service
Books for children
Access for wheelchairs
Please ask any of the Churchwardens or Sidesmen if you need assistance in any way.
CHRISTLETON UNDER-FIVES
COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP
Registered Charity 1022817
Christleton Under Fives is an established pre school playgroup
attracting children from a wide
area. It enjoys good and well
founded links with Christleton Primary School.
Children from the age of 2 1/2 years
until school age are accepted.
Please contact the Supervisor, Carole
Penny, on 336586 for further details.
MOBILE LIBRARY VAN SERVICE
The van calls weekly: alternate
Thursdays all day and alternate
Fridays in Quarry Lane 11.15 am
– 12.45 pm. For further details of
when the van is next in your area,
please telephone Upton Library on
380053.
READERS
Please remember to support our
magazine advertisers and mention
where you have read their name.
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES,
CHRISTLETON
SUNDAYS

Sundays

8.00 a.m.
10.45 a.m

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
Mattins
Evensong

6.30 p.m

1st & 3rd Sundays
2nd Sunday
4th & 5th Sundays
1st, 2nd & 3rd

Evening Communion 4th Sunday
Songs of Praise
5th Sunday
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

WEDNESDAYS
SAINTS

10.45 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

Rector:

WHO’S WHO & WHAT’S WHAT
The Rev’d K. Peter Lee, M.A.
The Rectory, Birch Heath Lane, Christleton .. 335663

Wardens:

David Mercer, 13 Bridge Drive, .................
John Pearson, 2 Badgers Close ................
John Roberts, Cerisy, Birch Heath Lane ....
David Ellis .................................................
Betty Dunning ............................................

336155
335101
332207
336879
335652

Berenice Hogg…………………. ....................
Margaret Renner ... ......................................
Steve Roberts ..............................................
Margaret Croston .........................................
Cec Rydings .................................................
Betty Dunning ...............................................
Martin Wheeler..............................................
Ian Braithwaite .............................................
Michael Phillips .............................................

336779
332005
815277
335955
336483
335652
336644
300565
01829

Ian Crossan...................................................
Parish Hall Booking
David Mercer.................................................
C. M. S. Secretary
Janet Brown ..................................................
Children’s Society Sec.
Lesley Morgan ..............................................
Visiting Group:
Gill Hibbert. ...................................................
Library
Margaret Bass...............................................
Church Flowers
Olive Hammond ............................................
Magazine Editor
David Bull ......................................................
Magazine Compiler
Richard Nicholson .........................................
Magazine Distributor
Margaret Dromgoole .....................................
Neighbourhood Link Co-Ordinator ............................................ Janet Bowden
335705
Parish Resource Person for
Child Protection
Susan Alexander ...........................................

332280
336155
335785
335088
336544
335517
336562
332234
336004
341406

Reader Emeritus
Verger
Sacristan:
Sunday School:
Mother’s Union Branch Leader
Organist & Musical Director:
P. C. C. Secretary:
Treasurer:
Stewardship Envelope:
Gift Aid Secretary
Bellringers
Bellringer Vice Captains
771357

335077

JOHN GRIFFITHS

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken
30 Years Experience

For A Free Estimate Call 01352 756796

JOINTS & POINTS

PHYSIOTHERAPY : ACUPUNCTURE : SPORT INJURY CLINIC :
CHIROPODY : CONTINENCE CLINIC : COMPLEMENTARY THERAPY
David Lloyd Leisure, Cheshire Oaks and Bebington,Wirral
Appointments 0151 645 3534

Advertising - contact: Ann Smith,Tel: 332434
e-mail: ann.smith10@virgin.net

Readers.... Please remember to support our magazine advertisers and mention where you have read their name/
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