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....... unto us
a child is born ........



Countdown to Christmas
Wed 1  10.45 am United Communion followed by refreshments
Fri       3   NB:  Last date for contributions to JANUARY Parish  
   Magazine to David Bull (332234).  Earlier if possible  
   please
  6.30 pm Choir Practice 

Sun 5   The Second Sunday of Advent
           8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 2
  10.30 am Sunday School - Parish Hall
  10.45 am Parish Communion with Baptism 
    6.30 pm Youth Service - Parish Hall
   (NB: No service in church)
    Prayer Link Road: Hawthorn Road
    Neighbourhood Link: Jayne Roscoe
Mon  6 10.45 am Holy Communion at Tarvin Court Nursing Home
  11.30 am Holy Communion at Oaklands Nursing Home
   7.30 pm College of Law Carol Service
Wed 8 10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
  11.30 am Holy Communion at Birch Heath Lodge Nursing Home
   3.30 – 5.30 pm Distribution of Christmas Cards to  
   Neighbourhood Links - Lady Chapel
Fri 10 6.30 pm Choir Practice

Sun  12   The Third Sunday of Advent
    8.00 am  Holy Communion - Order 1 
                   10.45am  Family Toy Service - followed by refreshments
    People are invited to bring wrapped Christmas gifts  
    of toys (labelled with the appropriate age and sex) to  
   be given to less fortunate children in the
   Chester area.
    6.00 pm  The Crew Youth Group - Parish Hall
   6.30 pm  Evensong 
    Prayer Link Road: Home Close
    Neighbourhood Link: Gertrude Wright
Mon 13  2.00 pm  Advent Quiet Hour
  7.30 pm  Women’s Institute: Gowy Group Carol Service
Wed 15   10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
    2.00 pm  Primary School Carol Service
    7.00 pm  Primary School Carol Service
Fri 17   6.30 pm  Choir Practice
Sat 18    The Crew Party
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Sun 19   The Fourth Sunday of Advent
  8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 1
  10.45 am Parish Communion - Order 1
  6.30 pm Festival of Carols and Ceremony of Light
    Prayer Link: Little Heath Road & Pearl Lane
    Neighbourhood Link: Sheila McCausland
Wed  22 10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments

CHRISTMAS EVE 
  7.00 pm Carols round the Tree
Fri 24   Followed by mince pies and mulled wine in the Parish  
    Hall
  11.30 pm Midnight Communion - Order 1
   
CHRISTMAS DAY   
  8.00 am Holy Communion - Order 2 
Thurs  25  10.45 am Christmas Family Service
  11.45 am Holy Communion – Order 1

Sun 26    St Stephen
  8.00 am Holy Communion
  10.45 am Parish Communion - Order 1
    No Evening Service
    Prayer Link Road: Littleton Lane & By-Pass
    Neighbourhood Link: Judith Willacy
Mon 27 9.00 am Holy Communion for St John
Wed  29 10.45 am Holy Communion - followed by refreshments

Our thanks to Phil Hodges for his 
pen and ink drawing for this years 

Christmas Card - Madonna and Child, 
drawn from a 15th century carving in 
Colmar, Alsace - 
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The Rector’s Letter

Dear Friends

What do you expect?

“May I ask what you were expecting to see out of a Torquay hotel bedroom 
window?  Sydney Opera House, perhaps?  The Hanging Gardens of Babylon?  
Herds of wildebeest sweeping majestically across the plains of Africa?”  Basil 
Fawlty’s words from the ‘Communication Problems’ episode are immediately 
recognisable to all Fawlty Towers fans.  But may I ask what you are expecting, 
– from life, – at Christmas, – of others, – of yourself?  It’s a question which 
takes us to the heart of Advent, and our preparation for Christmas.  The Jews 
had been waiting for generations for the promised Messiah – so long many 
had given up expecting him, and so missed him.  Mary could not help but 
expect Jesus – her whole life was changed and transformed by her pregnant 
expectation: Joseph expected Jesus reluctantly: John the Baptist would call 
people to expect Jesus: Simeon kept watch, waiting patiently.  And when 
Jesus came he was missed in the bustle of busy Bethlehem – crowded out of 
superficially busy lives.  It was the shepherds; alert, keeping watch over their 
flocks by night, who saw the vision and heard the message of the angels: it 
was the Wise Men who looked for signs and scanned the heavens, and who 
were ready to make a long and arduous journey, who knelt to offer their gifts.

Advent is a time when we are called to renew our sense of urgent expectation, 
and look for signs of Jesus’ coming.  But do we only look for the spectacular 
and expect to be alerted by some dramatic event?  ‘Advent Readings From 
Iona’ recounts the occasion of a great Church Centenary celebration when 
the Deaconess was waiting to greet the new mayor as the guests arrived.  
A chauffeur driven car pulled up in the specially coned off area, and she 
greeted the impressive looking gentleman who emerged, and introduced 
him to others.  He tactfully informed her he was not the new mayor, and she 
apologised profusely.  Meanwhile she had missed the real mayor.  He had 
passed her in the corridor, but how could she have known?  Not only was he 
‘chainless’, he had walked to the Church, looked ordinary and had come in 
through the back door.  It was the caretaker who pointed him out to her.  “Yes, 
I know Bert,” he said, “I used to do the soup run with him.”  Jesus warned 
us that he will come in the guise of the poor and needy, and we shall be 
judged by whether we recognise him and expect to find him in their company.

What do you expect?  If you are expecting to find the meaning of Christmas in 
the parcels and parties, the food and festivities, the alcohol and indulgence, 
then that is what it will mean to you – that, and that alone.  If you look out of 
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your window (even if it is in Chester and not Torquay!) and only expect to find 
the physical and material, then that is all you will see.  But Advent calls us to 
expect to find something deeper.  Sometimes it is only when some tragedy 
or dramatic event comes our way, that we are jolted into seeing life in a truer 
perspective according to deeper priorities.  All of a sudden we treasure the 
things we usually take for granted, and see below the surface of life.  The things 
that usually dominate our attention suddenly seem less important.  Christmas 
means that God became human in the Babe of Bethlehem, giving sanctity to 
all life.  If we look out of our window and expect to see something more than 
the physical and material we shall find all of life touched, suffused by the divine, 
giving a spiritual dimension to the physical and material.  If, then, we begin to 
look at the starving children of Darfur or the homeless nearer home: the plight 
of ordinary people in Iraq devastated by the hostilities or the victims of terrorism 
or oppression the world over, perhaps we begin to recognise the Christ child 
in our midst and gain a greater sense of urgency in responding to their plight.

If we expect to find a spiritual depth and meaning in the Christmas 
festivities, we really will have something to celebrate.  Christmas means 
that because God became man in the Babe of Bethlehem all of life is holy: 
the common becomes special, the ordinary becomes extraordinary and 
we can look out of our window to a new view on life all the year round.

With best wishes for a happy Christmas.

Prayer of the Month:   A Prayer-reflection from:
   “Advent Readings from Iona”

For millennia the light of the stars has travelled.
For a thousand years this cross has withstood the winds.
For a hundred years of war wave has followed wave
while people walking in darkness have longed for peace.
But before our time, before all time:
in the beginning, the word.

In this moment the snowflake, a perfect crystal is formed and falls.
In this moment the snowdrop, in the dark earth, 
waits for the returning sun.
In this moment a child is born, a life begins, blooms …
And in this time, our time, God’s time:
in each beginning, the word.         Amen
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 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

“Domestic Violence? Oh no, not 
in our Parish, not in  Christleton 
” A common and natural and  
response to any suggestion 
that anything so unpleasant 
could happen in one’s own 
neighbourhood. It is, however, a 
quite mistaken attitude, as I quickly 
discovered as I sat round a table 
recently with representatives 
from both voluntary and statutory 
agencies at  training session run 
by Cheshire Domestic Abuse 
Partnership which I attended 
as Parish Representative to 
t h e  D e a n e r y  C o m m i t t e e 
fo r  Soc ia l  Respons ib i l i t y

Having def ined Domest ic 
Violence, the aims of the course 
were to give information about 
the scale of  such violence ; 
to explode some of the myths 
surrounding the subject and to 
explore ways in which individuals 
and agencies can work together 
to support those experiencing 
this abuse, in whatever form.

 Domestic Violence is defined 
a s  “ e m o t i o n a l ,  p h y s i c a l 
or psychological abuse of a 
person by their partner, family 
member or someone with whom 
there has been a relationship”. 

–  adu l t  bu l l y i ng  i n  f ac t . 

The statistics regarding Domestic 
Violence  given to us immediately 
dispelled any misconceptions 
we might have had about the 
prevalence and causes of 
such violence. For example we 
learned that Domestic violence 
is 23% of all violent crime, 
that 1 in 4 women experience  
domestic violence or abuse, that 
I in 4 women visiting their GP 
experiences domestic violence 
and that1 woman  is murdered 
every 3 days by a partner or 
ex partner. Shocking indeed

Another myth which was exploded 
is that Domest ic Violence 
occurs only in a certain type of 
family. It happens in families of 
every class, race and culture
The Partnership stresses that 
abuse in the domestic context 
takes many forms other than 
physical eg depriving the partner 
of sleep, money, friends, constant 
criticism  and/orisolation of the 
partner etc Although the abuse is  
generally of women by men, in a 
number of cases the reverse is true 

During the afternoon I also 
learned how to take seriously 
and in complete confidence any 
suggestion that some-one is 
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suffering or knows of some-one 
who might be suffering such 
abuse and of ways in which 
help and support can be offered.

If you would like more information 
on the subject  do please 
contact me on 01244 335468.

Liz Evans

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
Canon Laurie Skipper

Congratulations to former 
Rector Canon Laurie 
Skipper for his role in 

the recent “Grosvenor” wedding 
at Chester Cathedral. I know 
that Parishioners have been 
delighted to see him feature 
in the news, and to know 
that he is still serving in his 
Ministry with great enthusiasm. 
He will have officiated in four 
weddings, in almost as many 
weeks and each one will have 
given him enormous pleasure.

CONGRATUATIONS

To Wil l iam Moorley of 
L i t t le ton who wi l l  be 
96  on  5  December.

THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the memorial 
fund for the late Stan Wood. 

A total of £469.90 was raised 
and is to be shared 50% each 
to the Children’s Society and 
the Red Cross Ethiopian Fund.

Vera Wood

T
he Christleton 
P a r i s h 
M a g a z i n e 
t e a m  w o u l d 
like to wish our 

contributors, distributors 
and readers a very Happy 
Christmas and all Good 
Wishes for 2005
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CATHEDRAL LINK

PILGRIM DAYS 2004

Once again we welcomed 
900 children into the 
Cathedral for the week 

in the Autumn term that is known 
as Pilgrim Days.  We were 
able to offer all the usual work 
shops; stained glass, calligraphy, 
illuminated lettering, tapestry, 
screen pr in t ing,  handbel l 
ringing, drama, choir, clay tiles, 
mosaics, sign language, poetry, 
and this year’s new addition 
was a Dance workshop led 
by a lady who had previously 
worked in Blackburn Cathedral 
and travelled from Darwen 
in Lancashire to be with us.

The children enjoyed dressing 
up as monks in order to learn 
something of the monastic 
tradition and taking part in a role-
play of pilgrimage.  Each child had 
the opportunity during the day to 
say something to God whilst 
holding the candle and many of 
them anonymously wrote down 
what they had said.  Each day 
finished with an act of worship.

The 60 volunteer helpers who 
make Pilgrim Days possible were 
as enthusiastic and generous with 

their time and skills as always and 
their help is greatly appreciated.

Judy Davies
 Education Officer

CANON L ROY BARKER

It is with much sadness that we 
have to inform you of the death 
of Canon L Roy Barker.  His 

funeral took place in the Cathedral 
on  Monday  1  November.

“Roy’s enthusiasm was infectious 
and he encouraged so many 
people.  For almost 20 years, 
Canon Barker was responsible 
for the Cathedral Library.  His 
efforts secured successive grants 
to improve Library facilities and 
to preserve treasured books 
neglected in earl ier t imes.  
Gathering together a dedicated 
band of volunteers, Roy directed 
an ongoing programme of 
conservation.  Eager to let the 
library treasures be seen by all, he 
initiated regular open days.  Roy’s 
kindly and wise presence will be 
much missed in the Cathedral.”

Dean – Gordon McPhate

ADOPT A BOOK

Those who wish to help 
conserve our l i terary 
heritage some times use 

our Cathedral Library “Adopt 
a Book” scheme.  With a gift, 
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say from £25, a personalised 
plate can be inserted in a book 
profess ional ly  conserved.  
Professional conservation varies 
with every book though most cost 
at least £100.  Enquiries please 
through the Cathedral Office.

John Roff’s Final Service – was 
at the 10.00 am Cathedral 

Eucharist on Sunday 21 November.

INSTALLATION OF TWO NEW 
HONORARY CANONS

On Monday 8 November, 
dur ing Evensong at 
5.30 pm, the Reverend 

Richard John Gilpin, Rural 
Dean of Frodsham and Vicar 
of Christ Church, Crowton 
and the Reverend Gordon 
David Geddes, Rural Dean of 
Nantwich and Vicar of St Peter’s, 
Minshull Vernon and Chaplain 
of Leighton Hospital, were 
installed as Honorary Canons.

A NEW VERGER

We have a new Verger 
starting on 1 December.  
His name is Peter Lowe, 

his wife’s name is Kirsty.  We 
would like to welcome them both 
into our Cathedral community and 
hope they will be very happy here.

They knew the Word 

(from prophets heard?)

And wisely sought the 
beacon star

And having found

With joy unbound

They travelled from afar.

We have God’s Word

Our hearts are stirred

To love and peace of mind

As those of old

We have been told

To seek and we shall find.
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DATES IN DECEMBER
Dec 6th - St Nicholas

Father Christmas is as 
old as Europe. Once he 
was Woden, lashing his 

rein-deer through the darkness 
of northern midwinter. Then he 
encountered the Church, and 
She transformed him into a 
saint, the much-loved Nicholas, 
Bishop of Myra (in south-west 
Turkey) in the fourth century. 
St Nicholas became the patron 
saint of children, and was 
given 6 December as his day. 
Since the 6th century St Nicholas 
has been venerated in both 
East and West, though virtually 
nothing is known of his life. 
Some believe he may have 
been one of the fathers at 
the Council of Nicea (325), 
imprisoned during the Emperor 
D ioc le t ian ’s  persecu t ion . 
According to legend, Nicholas 
was an extremely generous man. 
He revived three schoolboys 
murdered by an innkeeper in a 
tub of pickles. He rescued three 
young women from prostitution 
by giving their poverty-stricken 
father three bags of gold. 
(Hence the use of three gold 
balls as the pawnbroker’s signs.) 
Over the centuries many, including 
children, sailors, unmarried girls, 

pawnbrokers and moneylenders 
have claimed him as their patron. 
(Moneylenders? Still true today 
– just think what will be on 
your Visa card by Christmas!)
Perhaps it was on account of S 
Nicholas’ generosity that that in 
recent centuries children began 
to write little notes sometime 
before 6 December, to tell him 
about the toys they specially 
wanted. These notes were then 
left on the windowsill at night - or 
else on a ledge in the chimney.
But St Nicholas Day chanced 
to lie in the magnetic field of a 
much more potent festival.... 
and after awhile his activities 
were moved towards Christmas. 
Then in Bavaria the children still 
left their notes on the window 
sill, but they addressed them to 
Liebes Christkind - Krishkinkle as 
they knew him - and the saint’s 
part in the matter was simply 
to deliver the letters in heaven.
The most popular result of the 
cult of St Nicholas has been the 
institution of Santa Claus. He is 
based on Nicholas’ patronage of 
children and the custom in the 
Low Countries of giving presents 
on his feast. Santa Claus has 
reached his zenith in America, 
where the Dutch Protestants 
of New Amsterdam (New York) 
united to it Nordic folklore legends 
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Dec 21st - Winter Solstice

A Midwinter festival has 
been a part of life since 
pre-Christian times. 

When the hours of daylight are 
fewest, the warmth of the sun 
weakest, and life itself seemingly 
at a standstill, our ancestors, the 
pagan peoples of Europe and 
Western Asia, kept festival by 
lighting bonfires and decorating 
their buildings with evergreens. 
Perhaps they believed that the 
dying sun could be enheartened 
by fire, and the l ife of the 
buried seed assured by the 
presence of evergreen branches.
With the advent of Christianity, 
the Spr ing Gods became 
identified with Christ, and the 
birthday of the sun with the 
birthday of the Light of the World.
The early church father Tertullian 
did not approve of Christmas 
decorations. “Let those who 
have no light in themselves light 
candles!... You are the light of 
the world, you are the tree ever 
green....” But by the time of St 
Gregory and St Augustine, four 
centuries later, this had changed. 
Pope  Gregory  ins t ruc ted 
Augustine not to worry about 
harmless outward customs, 

as long as the right God be 
worshipped through them. And 
so many Anglo-Saxon customs 
were never discarded, but simply 
endowed with a new significance. 
By 1598 one John Stow of London 
wrote how: “Against the feast of 
Christmas, every man’s house, as 
also their parish churches, were 
decked with holme, ivie, bayes, 
and whatsoever the season of 
the yeare afforded to be greene.”

Dec 25th - Christmas Day 

Wh y  d o e s  i t  b e g i n 
a t  m i d n i g h t  w i t h 
Holy  Communion? 

The hour was first chosen at 
Rome in the fifth century to 
symbolise the idea that Christ 
was born at midnight – a mystical 
idea in no way hindered by 
historical evidence! No one 
knows the hour of his birth. 
Certainly in recent times, Holy 
Communion at midnight on 
Christmas morning has proved 
popular with modern families. 
One British writer pointed out its 
“domestic convenience” in 1947: 
“for where there are children 
and no servants, husband 
and wife may be unable to 
communicate at any other time.” 
(So things don’t change, then!)

of a magician who both punished 
naughty children and rewarded 



10 Christleton Parish Magazine

Elaine & Rachel walk the 
Offa’s Dyke Footpath for 

Cancer Research UK

Elaine Mc Farlane and Rachel 
McGuicken from the village 
recently undertook a great 

challenge,  walking 183 miles 
along the Offa’s Dyke Footpath 

from Chepstow to Prestatyn 
to raise funds for Cancer 

Research UK in memory of 
Mitch Baines. 

This is Rachel’s account of that 
wonderful adventure.

WE MADE IT!

Elaine and I got to Prestatyn 
on Saturday afternoon 
25th September, after 10 

days walking as planned. We 

were greeted by family and 
friends,  Mitch Baine’s family and 
friends, (Mitch was a friend from 
Littleton who died of leukaemia 
last year), sunshine breaking 
through the clouds which had 
threatened our last stretch from 
Bodfari- and bubbly! We ended 
properly and in style; in the 
sea, and then singed the ‘I’ve 
made it ‘ book in the Offa’s Dyke 
Centre! The writing’s shaky, 
but they are our signatures!
The training really paid off; 
Neither Elaine nor I suffered 
blisters at all, and incredibly, 
our muscles didn’t complain or 
impede our journey very much 
either. The physical weariness of 
walking around ten hours a day 
took its toll early on, though, (and 
still is, I have to say) and we did 
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have our very quiet moments 
when, with gritted teeth, Offa 
introduced us to yet another 
climb and descent towards the 
end of each day. On Day 9, 
the day we had to tackle the 
Clwydian Range (Moel Fammau, 
Moel Arthur, Penycloddiau etc 
etc) we did weakly discuss, at 
crawling pace, why Offa had 
not considered building bridges, 
rather than boundaries! Despite 
the hard work, the weather was 
kinder than had been forecast, 
and we were treated to fantastic 
views across and beyond the 
Welsh border, interspersed 
with magnificent monuments in 
the landscape, which we had 
to tear ourselves away from 
in order to get to our beds for 
the night!  It was a worthwhile 
challenge, and an unbelievable 
experience! And there are lots 
of pictures and stories to tell!
Sponsorship is now coming in, 
and it looks as though we should 
get in excess of £2,000 for 
Cancer Research UK! For those 
of you who did not doubt that we 
would do it and paid in advance, 
thank you very much for your 
support- and your confidence! For 
those of you who have pledged, 
or would like to sponsor us, 
please send a cheque payable 
to Cancer Research UK, c/o 

R McGuicken 56 Toll Bar Road, 
Christleton, Chester CH3 5QX. 
Thank you very much, in advance.
Thank you all,

Rachel & Elaine.

Tell me, weary traveller, of your   
 journey
Tell me of your long and laboured  
 quest
Tell me of a holy, high impelling
Burning like a beacon in your   
 breast.

Tell me how you left a distant   
 country
Following a rare, effulgent light
Tell me how it led you through the  
 desert
Shining through the bitter, stretching  
 night.

Tell me how unerringly it led you
To the Babe, and tell me how you  
 knelt
Pouring out your worship and your  
 treasure
Tell of the exceeding joy you felt.

Tell me how I too may seek and   
 worship
Tell me how I may proclaim the   
 Word
Telling, as you did, the blessed story
Telling, until all the earth has heard.
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RAY WATTS
Qualified Electrician

Domestic Repairs
Showers, 

New Electrical Work
Security Lighting

For FREE estimate
Telephone 335829

SPECIALIST IN TIMBER FENCNG 
AND GATES   •LANDSCAPING 

DRAINAGE  PROBLEMS • STONE 
WALLS • LAYING OF FLAGS

• BUILDING OF HA-HA WALLS
• PREPARING & LAYING OF DRIVES

• GARDEN MAINTENANCE

All the above at 
Reasonable Rates

Telephone 01244 336661
COTTON HALL FARM, 
COTTON EDMUNDS, 

CHESTER

EXCELLENT 
WORKMANSHIP

PETER GRIME

available for Meetings, Parties, Functions etc, 
occasional or regular use.

The Hall has wheelchair access
and specially adapted facilities.

Christleton 
Parish Hall

Established
19 years

Please contact the Booking Secretary,

David Mercer 336155
Please telephone between 10.00am and 8.00pm

Monday to Saturday
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SIGNS & SYMBOLS
The Advent Wreath

During Advent, churches 
will often have an Advent 
Wreath, a tradition which 

goes back to the ninth century. 
The Advent Wreath is made up of 
four candles, joined together in a 
single candelabra, candleholder 
or in a ring. On the fourth Sunday 
before Christmas Day, one of 
the candles is lit with a prayer; 
additional ones are lit on each 
Sunday. Often there is a single 
candle in the middle that is then 
lit on Christmas Day itself. The 
progressive lighting of the candles 
symbolises the expectation and 
hope surrounding our Lord’s first 
coming into the world and the 
anticipation of his second coming 
to judge the living and the dead.
The candles are in different 
colours to give a visual clue to 
their meaning for each particular 
Sunday. Each of the four Sundays 
reminds us of those who prepared 
for the coming of Christ. The 
first three are purple or blue to 
symbolise penitence; Advent 
being a time of getting ready, 
getting prepared, of cleaning up.
Advent 1 is for ‘The Patriarchs’ 
such as Abraham and David 
and that day the prayers focus 
on Hope. Advent 2 is for ‘The 
Prophets’ such as Isaiah and 

all who foretold of the Messiah’s 
coming. Prayers that day are 
focussed on Peace. Advent 
3  is  for  John the Bapt is t 
and the prayers are for Joy.
On the last Sunday, Advent 
4, we concentrate on Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus, and so 
the candle’s colour is rose 
and the prayers are of Love.
Some churches also have a central 
candle lit on Christmas Day which 
is either white or gold to symbolise 
purity, perfection and kingship.
The whole Wreath is usually 
decorated with evergreens 
all of which have traditional 
meanings signifying victory 
over persecution and suffering, 
immortality, strength and healing. 
The circle of the wreath, which 
has no beginning or end, 
symbolizes the eternity of God, 
the immortality of the soul, and 
the everlasting life found in 
Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or 
seedpods used to decorate the 
wreath also symbolize life and 
resurrection. All together, the 
wreath of evergreens depicts 
the immortality of our soul 
and the new, everlasting life 
promised to us through Christ.
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Gardening for Wildlife

Education of the younger 
g e n e r a t i o n  i s  v i t a l .
I have spent hundreds of 

hours of my life helping children 
understand about nature, and 
the needs of the natural world. 
Our work at Christleton Pit, on 
the nature reserve at Hockenhull 
Platts, and in the village is well 
known, and I’m convinced that 
children today are much more 
aware than we were, about food 
chains and webs, and about 
the natural world. Despite the 
problems that some people see 
in education today, children now 
are far better informed about 
the need for conserving our 
own wildlife species, as well 
as the more important aspects 
about looking after the world, 
global warming and issues of bio-
diversity. We must do everything 
we can to provide the knowledge, 
so that future generations will 
actually have species to see.

There are clearly many issues 
we don’t fully understand. 

Global warming & genetically 
modified crops for food are 
just two, but we can all make a 
difference by how we care for 
our very local, native species, 
and a great deal of this can be 
done at little or no cost to us in 
our own gardens. Our garden 
is very small, 20 & 10m at the 
front of the house, and 10 & 
15 metres square at the back, 
which backs on to the canal.  
We have a very sandy soil, and 
grow many of our own plants 
from seed, but also buy plugs 
or mature plants from Garden 
Centres, or the local Scouts. 
One of the best benefits we 
have is the old hawthorn hedge 
that lines the canal. It is at least 
200years old and is an excellent 
habitat and feeding station 
for birds and wild creatures.

En c o u r a g i n g  w i l d l i f e 
i n t o  o u r  g a r d e n s . 

Some of the things you can 
do depending on the size of 

your garden

Have areas for  weeds, 
a n d  w i l d  f l o w e r s .

P r o v i d e  h i d i n g  p l a c e s 
f o r  i n s e c t s ,  b e e t l e s , 

Part 4
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hedgehogs, mice and shrews.
Don’t have everything tidy, 
have uncut grass, nettles, piles 
of fallen leaves, log piles etc.
Recycle material, i’e compost 
heaps, for worms & soil dwelling 
decomposers, dead wood for fungi 
and woodboring insects. (This 
will make good garden mulch.) 
G r o w  n a t i v e  s h r u b s , 
cl imbers and wild f lowers.
Provide a bird feeding station, 
with a variety of foods and a 
supply of water, and or bird bath.
A small pond, or wetland habitat 
if the garden is big enough.
P r o v i d e  n e s t  b o x e s  f o r 
b i r d s ,  a n d  m a m m a l s .
Just providing some of these 
items will bring you hours of 
pleasure watching their use.

To be continued
David Cummings

Operation Christmas Child 
celebrates its 15th trip de-
livering “Love in a Box”

From being the idea of 
one man in Wrexham in 
1990, Operation Christmas 

Child has become something 
of a national institution. Now 
reckoned to be the biggest 
Christmas gift programme in the 
world, the Operation Christmas 
Child shoe box campaign has 
become an annual expression 

of love to thousands of suffering 
children throughout the world.
That first Christmas of 1990 
several thousand shoeboxes went 
to Romania. This year Operation 
Christmas Child will send their 2 
MILLIONTH shoebox to Romania – 
never mind hundreds of thousands 
of shoeboxes into other needy 
countries throughout eastern 
Europe. Belaraus will receive its 
one millionth shoe box this year.
Simon Barr ington, General 
Manager of Samaritan’s Purse 
UK, says: “From junior Sunday 
Schools through to Senior 
Citizens, everybody can take part 
in contributing their shoe box to 
the total provided by their church. 
This year’s campaign also sees us 
break new ground with the addition 
of Kyrgyzstan and Mozambique. 
“The 2004 campaign is exciting, and 
our volunteers have been gearing 
up for another massive challenge. 
The churches are a bedrock of 
our success and we are confident 
that  congregat ions across 
the UK and Ireland will back 
us with their much appreciated 
ha rd  wo rk ,  k i ndness  and 
t r e m e n d o u s  e n t h u s i a s m . ” 

And it ’s sti l l  not too late! If 
you would like to send a shoe 
box to a needy chi ld,  r ing 
01978 367722 or visit www.
samaritanspurse.uk.com/occ/.
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31 OAKLANDS
GUILDEN SUTTON

CHESTER 
CH3 7HE

Fax: 01244 301605

CONTACT: KEITH HARDING

INSTALLATION OF KITCHEN FURNITURE
FREE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND ADVISORY SERVICE

EXTENSIVE RANGE OF APPLIANCES TO CHOOSE
FROM - ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS
ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE ASSURED

H D

❑ Plumbing and Central Heating
❑ Installations and Repairs
❑ Boiler Replacements

Sandiway,
Plough Lane,
Christleton
Telephone 01244 335785

gordon brown
Corgi Registered Gas Installer

Tel: 01244 301605
Mobile 07889 428262

E-mail 
keith@hardingk.fsnet.c

o.uk 

BUILDERS & FITTED KITCHEN SPECIALIST
TAILOR MADE KITCHENS TO SUIT EVERY NEED

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN &

PARTNERSHIP
ARWOOD
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DUTTON & HALLMARK
FUNERAL SERVICES

– Proprietor: E.S. Dutton –

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

Chesterʼs Oldest Established 
Independent Family Business

and not associated with any other
company, national or International

Tel: (01244) 310966 (24 hours)
80 Faulkner Street,

Hoole, Chester CH2 3BQ

Arrangements
made at home if preferred

at no extra cost

Members of the Society of Allied & 
Independent Funeral Directors

JENNIE’S CATERING
Too busy to cook?

Or perhaps you are thinking 
of planning a party. Why not 

try our freezer food? We have 
menus for you to choose from; 

and the food is delivererd to 
your door.

OR
If you have a party planned 
and need friendly help and 

advice
CALL 01244 330090

For our latest set of
BUFFET

FINGER BUFFET
and

COCKTAIL MENUS

WILLINGTON HALL HOTEL
and HAMILTONS 

BANQUETING SUITE

now available for
Weddings, Dinners,
Conferences, Parties 

and any special Occasions

Diana & Stuart Begbie
Willington, Tarporley

01829 752321

enquiries@willingtonhall.co.uk

MOTORING OFFENCES

Guidance and 
court representation

for 
all types of motoring offences

Call the experts

Owain Rhys Williams
Solicitors 

01244 336604
24 Hour  07693 333870

PO Box 3284,
Chester CH3 7ZR
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Held in the Parish Hall from 10.30 
am – 11.45 am each Sunday 
during term-time, except when 
Family Service is held at St 
James. For further details please 
contact Berenice Hogg, 336779. 

CHRISTLETON
LADIES GUILD

Held at the Christleton Methodist 
Church, commencing at 2pm, 
Tuesdays  f o r t n i gh t l y,  £1 
admission includes refreshments. 
F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n 
contact Joan Webb, 375076.

All very welcome.

OPEN HOUSE GROUPS
The Monday Afternoon Group 
meet on the 4th Monday of the 
month at the home of Rena Griffiths, 
24 Hawthorn Road, Christleton. 
C o n t a c t  M a r g a r e t  B a s s 
(335517) for further information.

CHRISTLETON 
METHODIST CHURCH

We meet for Informal Prayers 
and a Simple Lunch on the 
first Thursday of each month 
at  12 noon.  Al l  welcome. 
There is no charge for the 
lunch but a donation to cover 
costs would be appreciated.

CHRISTLETON W.I.
M e e t s  o n  t h e  s e c o n d 
Wednesday of the month at 
7.15 pm in the Parish Hall. 

CHESTER
FLOWER CLUB

Meetings are held in Christleton 
Parish Hall on the 3rd Wednesday 
o f  the  month  a t  1 .30pm. 
Details of any events can be 
obtained from the Secretary, 
Mrs Edna El l is  te lephone
C h e s t e r  3 4 6 4 9 7 .

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS

Please ensure all items for inclusion in the 
January edition are sent to the Editor, David 
Bull, The Old Rectory, Plough Lane, as 

soon as possible BEFORE Friday 3 December.
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CHRISTLETON 

GARDENING CLUB
The next meeting will take place 
on 13 December when Mrs Jenny 
Hendy will speak on “Topiary”

CHRISTLETON W.I. 
MONTHLY WHIST DRIVE
Meet in the Parish Hall on 
the last Wednesday of the 
month at 2pm. All welcome.

Whist Drive in December
Will take place on 15 December 
(NB this month not the usual 
last Wednesday of the month).

CHRISTLETON W.I.
The next meeting will take place on 
8 December when we will celebrate 
with a “Christmas Evening”.

CHESTER BACH SINGERS
CONDUCTOR
 Martin Bussey

CHRISTMAS MUSIC BY 
CANDLELIGHT

at

St Alban, Tattenhall
Sunday, Dec. 12 at 7.30p.m.

 Tickets: £6

St. Mary, Handbridge  
Saturday, Dec. 18 at 7.30p.m.

Tickets: £7
including refreshments

 
Box Office: 01244 335705  or  

Chester Tourist Information: tel. 
01244 402111 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS

The December magazine will be available for 
collection from Church on Sunday 28 November.



20 Christleton Parish Magazine

LOCAL EVENTS DIARYLOCAL EVENTS DIARY

THE CHILDREN’S 
SOCIETY

Gala Concert in Aid of “Safe in 
the City, Manchester Project”

Sir Willard White/with Guy Barker, 
the Kinder Children’s Choir & 
St Helens Youth Brass Band
S u n d a y  1 2  D e c e m b e r
7.0 pm at The Lowry, Salford Quays

Sir Willard White is one of the 
world’s greatest opera singers, 
known for his enormous rich voice 
and powerful stage presence.

Mercury Prize nominee Guy 
Barker is a renowned trumpeter 
who won the British Jazz Award 
for Best Trumpeter in 1996.

Performing alongside these 
famous names wil l  be the 
Kinder Children’s Choir and 
St Helens Youth Brass Band 
both of whom have a national 
and in te rnat iona l  p ro f i le .

The Children’s Society Safe in 
the City, Manchester Project 
– Running away from home or 
care can put children and young 

people at risk.  Children from 
all around the North West head 
for the big city, many of whom 
leave home due to family conflict, 
violence or abuse.  Each day 
alone, around 50 children under 
the age of 11 run away from home 
for the first time.  One quarter of 
runaways sleep in unsafe places 
such as back alleys, public 
parks, and bus shelters, putting 
themselves at serious risk of harm.

Tickets available at £17.50, 
£20.00, £22.50, £25.00

Book Online at
www.thelowry.com or

Telephone 0870 787 5790

CHRISTLETON 
WEDNESDAY GROUP

Invite you to a 
FESTIVE LUNCH

Friday 3 December
at 12.00 noon

In Christleton Parish Hall
Tickets £8.00 including a glass 

of wine
In aid of

Claire House & Hope House 
Hospices
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November Ramble
Sunday 21st

H i g h e r  a n d  L o w e r 
W y c h ,  n e a r  M a l p a s . .
This is a fairly short ramble, max 
3 miles, along a very unspoilt 
length of rural Welsh border. 
Should be good for autumn 
colours if we’re not too late!
Meet 1.30 in church car park to 
accommodate the hour change.

December Ramble
Sunday 19th

Join us again for an exhilarating 
pre-Christmas scramble up Dinas 
Bran, Llangollen, and for mince 
pies and mulled wine at the top.
Meet 1.30 in Church car park

CHRISTLETON WI 
Come and join Christleton WI at a 

CHRISTMAS MORNING
in aid of the

ALZHEIMERʼS SOCIETY
At The Old Farm

Mulled Wine And a Slice of 
Something Nice

Saturday 11 December
10 am – 12 noon

Cakes/Raffle/Bring & Buy
£2.00  All welcome

Wisdom for everyone with 
relatives coming to stay this 
Christmas...

The real art of conversation is 
not only to say the right thing at 
the right time, but also to leave 
unsaid the wrong thing at the 
tempting moment. - Anon

When we are out of sympathy 
with the young, then I think 
our work in this world is over. 
- George MacDonald

Age doesn’t always bring 
wisdom. Sometimes age comes 
alone. - Anon

Long-suffering is a grace of 
silence. - Willaim Bagshawe

Christleton 
Youth Club

(see page 27)
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Family 'Toy' Service
at St. James

You are invited to bring wrapped 
Christmas gifts of toys (labelled 

with the appropriate age and 
sex) to be given to less fortunate 

children in the Chester area.

Sunday 12th December
at 10.45 am
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nicholas 

an

AVEDA
concept salon

Hairdressing

 Colour and 
cutting specialist

Hair Care 
Skin Care

and Make-up

Opening Hours
first appointment: 9.15am(sat. 8.30.am)

last appointment: 5.00pm (thurs. 7.00pm)

village road, 
christleton, chester 

CH3 7AS 
Tel. 01244 335210

harvey

ABERSOCH – HOLIDAY HOME
 IVY COTTAGE

SLEEPS 4/6
Available for weekend and

 weekly bookings

Comfortable maisonette in the 
centre of Abersoch with fully 
equipped kitchen.
Popular location 
for sailing and 
water sports.  
Fabulous beaches 
within easy 
walking distance.  

 Private enclosed patio garden and 
terrace with lovely harbour views.

For availability ring Julie Bellis
 Tel: 01244 332128

HOUSE OF COLOUR®

COLOUR ANALYSTS
& IMAGE CONSULTANT

Want to know what to wear? 
Save time - Save money

Renew your self confidence
Discover your assets
Look your very best

Colour and image classes will 
make you feel wonderful

Your consultant is
SYLVIA THOMPSON
"The Covert"
Littleton Lane
Chester, CH3 7DJ
Tel: 01244 336383

Gift vouchers available
& Xmas gifts
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Nature News

There was more bird of prey ex-
citement for villagers in October, 
with the frequent aerial displays 
of five beautiful buzzards over 
the centre of the village. These 
birds were probably parents 
and three young, and the adults 
were teaching the youngsters 
to soar and fly using the air cur-
rents above the village. It was 
wonderful to hear their plaintive 
call, like that of 
a cat mewing, 
as they called 
to each other 
in encourage-
ment and to-
getherness as 
they explored 
the thermals. 
T h i s  f a m -
ily are one of 
several nest-
ing in the par-
ish, and as I’ve 
said regularly 
in the maga-
zine, one of 
the more suc-
cessful spe-
cies in terms 
of increasing 
numbers  in 
Cheshire at 

present. The buzzard feeds on 
carrion and I’ve no doubt that 
they, like the Harriers and Kites 
of previous months have prob-
ably fed on the huge number of 
rabbits that seem to be around 
at present. Incidentally look out 
for the spectacular kingfisher 
on the canal, as there have 
been several sightings in recent 
days, and for jays, woodpeck-
ers and mistle thrushes around 
the churchyard. There are 
flocks of redwing and fieldfare 

in and around 
the hedgerows 
between Birch 
Heath Lane and 
the Sports Ground 
and I’ve also seen 
a now quite rare 
yellowhammer on 
Birch Heath Com-
mon. Our resident 
swans are still on 
the canal  and 
haven’t yet shown 
any sign of re-
turning to the Pit.

David Cummings
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CHURCH SEEKS
PARTNERSHIPS TO

UNLOCK THE
POTENTIAL OF CHURCH 

BUILDINGS

The Church of England is call-
ing for partnership with national, 
regional and local bodies, as 
well as government at all lev-
els, to unlock the potential of 
church buildings as catalysts 
for regeneration and safeguard 
their role as centres for a wide 
and often unacknowledged 
range of community activities. 
The call comes in ‘Building faith 
in our future’, a ‘green paper’ 
from the Church of England’s 
Church Heritage Forum, that 
aims to celebrate church build-
ings and the achievements of the 
volunteers who maintain them. 

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS IN 
THE UK TODAY

15 per cent of the population of 
the UK, or 8.6 million people, 
say they have no religious af-
filiation. This is the finding of 
Focus on Religion, a new report 
by the Home Office, and based 
on data from the 2001 Census.
Christianity remains the main 
religion in the UK, with 71.8 per 

cent of the population saying that 
they belong to the Christian faith. 
Those with no religion form the 
second-largest group. Five per 
cent of the population belongs to 
a non-Christian religious group. 
Muslims, at almost three per 
cent, make up the largest group. 
Hindus make up one per cent.

CHRISTIANS MUST 
CHANGE THE WAY THEY 

‘DO’ CHURCH
Christians need to step outside 
the church bubble, according to 
Dr Pete Ward, a lecturer in youth 
work at Kings College, London.
Referring to the parable of the 
lost sheep, he pointed out: 
“We’ve reversed the numbers 
– there’s one sheep in the fold, 
and the rest are out there doing 
their thing. We believe that if we 
look after the one sheep nicely 
enough, some will come back.” 
“But,” he said, “We need to ask, 
where is Christ working? Where 
are the relational connections? 
What can we give people to 
help them to connect to God?”
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Father Christmas or Jesus?

• Father Christmas lives at the North Pole... JESUS is everywhere. 
• Father Christmas rides in a sleigh... JESUS rides on the wind and walks  
 on the water. 
• Father Christmas comes but once a year.... JESUS is an ever present  
 help. 
• Father Christmas fills your stockings with goodies... JESUS supplies all  
 your needs. 
• Father Christmas comes down your chimney uninvited... JESUS stands  
 at your door and knocks, and then enters your heart. 
• You have to wait in line to see Father Christmas... JESUS is as close as  
 the mention of his name. 
• Father Christmas lets you sit on his lap... JESUS lets you rest in his  
 arms. 
• Father Christmas doesn’t know your name, all he can say is “Hi little  
 boy or girl, what’s your name?”... JESUS knew our name before we did.  
 Not only does He know our name, He knows our address too. He knows  
 our history and future and He even knows how many hairs are on our  
 heads. 
• Father Christmas has a belly like a bowl full of jelly... JESUS has a heart  
 full of love. 
• All Father Christmas can offer is HO HO HO... JESUS offers health,  
 help and hope. 
• Father Christmas says “You better not cry”... JESUS says “Cast all your  
 cares on me for I care for you.” 
• Father Christmas’s little helpers make toys... JESUS makes new life,  
 mends wounded hearts, repairs broken homes and builds mansions. 
• Father Christmas may make you chuckle but.... JESUS gives you joy  
 that is your strength. 
• While Father Christmas puts gifts under your tree... JESUS became our  
 gift and died on the tree. 

It’s obvious there is really no comparison. We need to remember WHO 
Christmas is all about.  We need to put Christ back in Christmas, Jesus is still 
the reason for the season.  Yes, Jesus is better, He is even better than Father 
Christmas.
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BEAVER HEATING 
& PLUMBING 

Full Heating Systems, 
Boilers, Radiators, 

Bathrooms, Showers, 
Cylinders, Taps, Tanks, 

Burst Pipes, Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES 

Ian Grocott
Tel: 01244 335190

Mob: 07958 
694845

Christleton
Driving School

Quality tuition from friendly, 
expert instructors. (Department 

of Transport Licensed)
Modern dual control cars 

Nervous drivers encouraged

All at lower cost!
Tel: 01244 335184

L

‘The crew’  

What  i s  i t?

A y o u t h 
group for 

young people 
aged between 
11  a n d  1 6 .   
B a s e d  a t 

Christleton Parish Hall.  We meet on a 
Sunday evening at 6pm until 7.30.  On 
a standard evening we will have Pool, 
snooker, table tennis, board games, 
food, chill and chat.  The focus of the 
group is having a bible study for 20min 
at 6.30.  In the bible study we look at stuff 
which is relevant to the young people.  
In the bible study we will have drama, 
sketches, art and discussions in groups.  

Over the last term we have had great 
fun.  We had a half term special which 
was an evening of messy games 
where the floors got a good clean after.  

On Saturday 13th November we took 12 
young people Bowling and McDonalds.  
Fun was had by all, including the Leaders.  
2 games of bowling and McDonalds.

On the 5th December the youth are 
running a youth service in the Parish 
Hall instead of the evening service in the 
church.  We would love to see you there.  

If you wish to join The Crew or 
wish to help out please contact 

Andy Putt by e-mail or phone on 
andy.putt@lightproject.org.uk or 

07815675870 

Within the next 2 months we should 
have a website up and running.  Keep 
looking at www.thecrewonline.org.uk 
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Osprey
windows

Manufacturers and Installers of Quality
WINDOWS, DOORS & 

CONSERVATORIES
Building our business on recommendation.

Speak to a company partner today.

Freephone 0500 25 24 24
Unit 4, White Lane Depot, Christleton, Chester

This traditional pub restaurant is located just off the A41 in a 
stunning building which has retained all the character and charm 
it has held since itʼs creation in 1801.

Open all day, every day, serving a delicious range of 
freshly prepared food from 11 am until 10 pm.

Extensive gardens and ample car parking.
The adjoining Innkeeper’s Lodge provides comfortable 

accommodation at an affordable rate.

www.innkeeperslodge.com

THE CHESHIRE CAT
- the cream of traditional British innkeeping

Whitchurch Road, Chester, CH3 6AE
Tel: 01244 332200
Fax: 01244 336415        



December, 2004 29



30 Christleton Parish Magazine

LEPROSY MISSION
Stamp out leprosy!

Please donate your used stamps so 
that money can be raised for Leprosy 
Mission. Stamps should be trimmed to 
quarter inch border around the stamp, 
and can be left at the back of Church. 

PLEASE TELL US…
If you know of any special birthdays, 
anniversaries or anyone celebrating 
a special occasion, who is a Parish 
Magazine reader, please inform the 
editor, David Bull.

AVAILABLE AT ST JAMES CHURCH
“Loop” system, for the hearing 
impaired
Large print books for the visually 
impaired & large print weekly notice 
sheets
Easy to follow Communion Service 
Books for children
Access for wheelchairs
Please ask any of the Churchwardens 
or Sidesmen if you need assistance in 
any way.  

NATIONAL CHILDBIRTH TRUST 
(N.C.T.) OPEN HOUSE GROUP

Informal coffee mornings are held 
locally offering support to mums-to-
be and families with young children 
(whether members or not) in a friendly, 
informal way. Please contact your local 
organiser Debbie Tel. 332103 for further 
details.

CHRISTLETON LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP

Books for  Sale
Christleton 2000 years of History.
136 pages of text, fully illustrated with 
b&w photographs, maps & drawings, 

and including 8 pages of colour 
photographs. Laminated cover with 
water-colour 
painting of the Church & Pump House 
by Phil Hodges.
£12.50 & (£2.75 postage & packing.) 
Free delivery locally.
Christleton Village Trail 
A self guided tour of the Village in aid of 
the "Well for Africa" Appeal.
£2.50. (+30p postage& packing))
From David Cummings, 25 Croft Close, 
Rowton, Chester CH3 7QQ
or from Christleton Post Office.

CHRISTLETON UNDER-FIVES 
COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP
Registered Charity 1022817

Chr is t le ton  Under  F ives  is  an 
established pre school playgroup 
attract ing chi ldren from a wide 
area.  I t  en joys good and wel l 
f o u n d e d  l i n k s  w i t h 
C h r i s t l e t o n  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l .
Children from the age of 2 1/2 years 
unt i l  school  age are accepted.
Please contact the Supervisor, Carole 
Penny, on 336586 for further details.

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN SERVICE
The van cal ls weekly: alternate 
Thursdays all day and alternate Fridays 
in Quarry Lane 11.15 am – 12.45 pm. 
For further details of when the van is 
next in your area, please telephone 
Upton Library on 380053.

READERS
Please remember to support our 
magazine advertisers and mention 
where you have read their name.
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Parish Registers for October 2004

Wedding

9th  Richard Hooley & Hayley Jean Spilsbury
 61 Hatchett Road, Moss Nook, Manchester.

“Those who God has joined together, let not man divide.”

The Funeral Service

11th Grishilda Wasley  40 Cedar House Round Hill Meadow, Great  
 Boughton.
13th Hilda Mary Clarke   Birch Heath Lodge Nursing Home Christleton
 (Burial of ashes)
14th John Dennis Bright  2 Powys Close Queensferry (Formerly of  
 The Square, Christleton)
14th  Joan Wilkins   55 Queens Road, Vicars Cross, Chester.
15th Herbert Stanley Wood  29  Sefton Road, Hoole, Chester.
25th  Florence Hilda Jenkins  Oaklands Nursing Home, Littleton.
27th Hazel Jennifer Shone  Orchard End, Greenfield Lane, Rowton.

“Rest eternal grant unto them”

Offertories

October Cash CSE  2004  2003

3rd 165.85 623.90 789.75 755.79

10th 466.54 731.20 1197.74 1069.32

17th 159.15 629.00 788.15 684.56

24th 192.23 628.50 820.83 671.40

31st 136.05 762.50 898.55 899.60

Totals    £4,495.02 £4080.67

“Of your own do we give you”
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SHOPPING & SERVICE GUIDE

❒ All treatments available 
adapted for the disabled
❒ Special interest in cosmetic 
and preventative dentistry

Pamela Benson  
B.D.S.

Damian Murphy  
B.D.S.

and hygienists

ROCK HOUSE
DENTAL PRACTICE

Village Road, Christleton

Readers.... Please remember to support our magazine advertisers 
and mention where you have read their name/

JOHN GRIFFITHS
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken             
30 Years Experience

For A Free Estimate Call 01352 756796

JOINTS & POINTS
PHYSIOTHERAPY : ACUPUNCTURE : SPORT INJURY CLINIC : 

CHIROPODY : CONTINENCE CLINIC : COMPLEMENTARY THERAPY
David Lloyd Leisure, Cheshire Oaks and Bebington,Wirral

Appointments 0151 645 3534

Advertising - contact: Ann Smith,Tel: 332434
e-mail: ann.smith10@virgin.net



White Walls
Village Road 

Bed & Breakfast
In the Heart of the Village

Ensuite central heating
Colour TV

Tea & coffee making facilities
Full English breakfast

Please call
Brian & Hilary

Or drop in for coffee
Tel / fax: 01244 336033

E-mail
hilary-devenport@supanet.com

Richard
Nicholson

Stoneydale
Pepper Street
Christleton
Chester
CH3 7AG
Tel: 01244 336004
Fax 01244 336138
e-mail 

Just hundreds 
of old maps 
and prints at

www.antiquemaps.com

A J Meredith Ltd
Painters and Decorators

Lansdowne, Roadside,
Christleton, Chester

Tel: (01244) 335454
Mobile: 07778777145

Established 75 years

F. J. Proud & Sons
• VICTORIAN CAST & 
MARBLE & WOODEN 

SURROUNDS
• LIVING FLAME GAS FIRES 
IN NATURAL WOOD OR LPG
• MULTIFUEL & GAS STOVES 
•BRASSWARE & ACCESORIES
• COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE • 

CALOR GAS SHOP
OPEN 6 DAYS

8.30am - 5.30pm
Contact

27/29 Christleton Road
Chester, CH3 5UF

CHESTER
01244 325506

A Beautiful Range of 
Fireplaces by

richard@antiquemaps.com



PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES, CHRISTLETON

SUNDAYS   8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
 10.45 a.m Parish Communion  1st & 3rd Sundays
  Family Service  2nd Sunday
  Mattins  4th & 5th Sundays
   6.30 p.m Evensong  1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays
  Evening Communion  4th Sunday
  Songs of Praise  5th Sunday
WEDNESDAYS 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion
SAINTS   9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

WHO’S WHO & WHAT’S WHAT
Rector:  The Rev’d K. Peter Lee, M.A.
 The Rectory, Birch Heath Lane, Christleton  .... 335663

Wardens: David Mercer, 13 Bridge Drive,  ...................... 336155
 John Pearson, 2 Badgers Close ......................... 335101
Reader Emeritus John Roberts, Cerisy, Birch Heath Lane ........... 332207
Verger David Ellis  ....................................................... 336879 
Sacristan: Betty Dunning ................................................... 335652

Sunday School:  Berenice Hogg…………………. ........................  336779
Mother’s Union Branch Leader  Margaret Renner ...  .............................................  332005
Organist & Musical Director: Steve Roberts  ......................................................  815277
P. C. C. Secretary:  Margaret Croston  ................................................  335955
Treasurer: Cec Rydings  ........................................................  336483
Stewardship Envelope: Betty Dunning ......................................................  335652
Gift Aid Secretary Martin Wheeler ....................................................  336644 
Bellringers Ian Braithwaite  ...................................................  300565
Bellringer Vice Captains Michael Phillips ...................................................  01829 771357
 Ian Crossan ..........................................................   332280
Parish Hall Booking David Mercer .......................................................  336155
C. M. S. Secretary Janet Brown .........................................................  335785
Children’s Society Sec. Lesley Morgan .....................................................  335088 
Visiting Group:  Gill Hibbert. .........................................................  336544
Library Margaret Bass ......................................................  335517
Church Flowers Olive Hammond ..................................................  336562
Magazine Editor David Bull ............................................................  332234
Magazine Compiler Richard Nicholson ...............................................  336004
Magazine Distributor Margaret Dromgoole ...........................................  341406 
Neighbourhood Link Co-Ordinator Janet Bowden .......................................................  335705 
Parish Resource Person for
Child Protection Susan Alexander ..................................................  335077

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & APPOINTMENTS
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE RECTOR 335663






